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Wednesday Evening
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

Schedule of Services
Normal Sunday Services

Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First Sunday Services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Meal at the Church 11:00 AM
Afternoon Service 12:30 PM

No Sunday School 
or Evening Service

Nursery Schedule
May
07  Linda Olive and Jan Furdson
14  Nellie McFadden and Amber Solan
21  Melanie Myatt and Vicki Johnson
28  Lori Hewlett and Andrea Page
June
04  Doug and Andrea Page
11  Jenny and Peter Lovassey
18  Amber Solan and Melanie Myatt
25  Linda Olive and Vicki Johnson

Church Cleaning 
May  -  Johnson
June  -  Lovassys

“You have dealt well with 
your servant, O LORD, 
according to your word.”   
Psalm 119:65

Lawn Care
May  -  Jon Amis
June   -  Troy Moseley 

• SEEK GOD FIRST. Reject the lie that anything 
or anyone else can satisfy you (Mt 6:33-34).

• SPEAK FAITHFULLY. Love others with godly 
wisdom, boldness, and kindness (Prov 27:5-6; 
31:8-9).

• SHOW TRUE BEAUTY. Bodies deteriorate, 
persons develop. Invest in that which lasts 
(Prov 31:30; 1 Tim 2:9-10).

• STAY HUMBLE. Be constantly aware of pride 
and selfishness. Don’t think less of yourself 
but think of yourself less (Isa 66:2; Phil 2:3-
5).

• SERVE THE LORD. Set your mind on eternal 
things, serve the eternal King, live to please 
only Him (Jn 12:25-26; Gal 1:10; Col 3:23).

Five CharaCteristiCs 
oF a Godly Woman



The Witness of the Spirit
Father” (Mk 14:36), but there were times when the 
Father said to him, “You are my beloved Son” (Lk 
3:22). Our hearts cry out to God, “Abba, Father,” and 
he himself comes in the person of the Holy Spirit and 
answers, “My son.”
The word Spirit is used twice in Romans 8:16. The 

first use of the word “Spirit” (capital S) is the Holy 
Spirit and the second use of the word is the “spirit” 
(lower case s) is the spirit of the believer. The Holy 
Spirit bears witness with our “spirit that we are 
children of God. The spirit of man is the non-material 
part of man. It is the faculty in man through which he 
can respond to God. It is often synonymous with soul.
So we have “the Spirit himself” doing something in 

relation with “our spirit.” The word “himself” makes 
it emphatic – it is the Spirit himself who does this! 
But what is it that the Spirit does in relation to our 
spirit? He “bears witness” with our spirit that we are 
children of God. The word witness means to testify. 
A witness is someone who gives testimony of a fact. 
The Holy Spirit affirms to the spirit of a believer that 
he or she is a child of God. What a blessed testimony 
this is to the soul. The idea is that our spirit receives 
the divine testimony. 
There is nothing more wonderful than to know 

experimentally this work of the Holy Spirit in our 
spirit. It is certainly done in conjunction with the 
word of God. The Holy Spirit is not going to give 
an inner testimony that anyone is a child of God 
who has not, in accordance with Scripture, come to 
faith in Jesus Christ. There are lots of people who 
get sensational feelings and call that a work of the 
Holy Spirit but just because one has experienced 
a wild, ecstatic experience doesn’t mean the Holy 
Spirit produced it.
The Holy Spirit testifies to our sonship by causing 

us to see that what the Scriptures say about salvation 
in Christ is true of us. The Spirit uses the word of God 
to bring about our conversion and our sanctification, 
and he uses the word of God in giving us assurance 
that we are the children of God. He takes the 
objective testimony and enraptures our soul with 
delights that we are Christians indeed. 
This is the blessed work of the Holy Spirit. He is 

“not only instrumental in making us God’s children; 
he also makes us aware that we are God’s children” 
(Moo). Assurance comes from the Holy Spirit. He 
whispers the gospel and the promises of the gospel 
to our souls. We bless him for it.

It  would not be a 
very pleasant journey 
to heaven if we didn’t 
know that’s where we 
were going or if we 
didn’t have assurance 
that we would ever 
arrive on those blissful 
shores. That’s why the 

doctrine of assurance is important to us. Paul states in 
Romans 8:16 that the Holy Spirit is involved in giving 
the believer assurance. “The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God.”
Martyn Lloyd-Jones refers to Romans 8:16 as 

the high water mark of assurance. There is nothing 
greater or higher or more wonderful than that in the 
Christian experience. Verse 16 is what we might call 
the rebound of verse 15. In verse 15, the believer 
cries out, “Abba, Father,” and in verse 16, it is the 
Father, through the Spirit, responding with something 
to the effect of, “My son.” “Abba, Father,” is the 
child’s yearning upward; the testimony of the Spirit 
is God’s reaching downward. In the one, our arms 
are outstretched to him; in the other, his arms are 
reaching out to us to in loving embrace. 
When a child runs to his father and grabs hold of 

his leg, he or she feels safe and secure. That’s a very 
comfortable place for a child; holding on to Dad (or to 
Mom). But there is something better. When the father 
reaches down and picks the child up and hugs him 
tight, there is a greater sense of security and sonship. 
That’s what we have in Romans 8. Verse 15 is our 
cry to God but verse 16 is God’s embrace of us. “It 
is not only our arms which are stretched out to take 
hold of God who gives Himself to us in Christ, but 
His at the same time which embrace us and draw us 
to His bosom” (Godet).
This is a double testimony of sonship. Our spirits, 

which have been made alive by the regenerating work 
of the Holy Spirit (v. 2), reach upward to God in love 
and adoration. This is our act. It isn’t something we 
do unaided, for we cannot respond to God apart from 
the Holy Spirit working in us, but it is what we do. 
His Spirit, who indwells us (v. 9), comes down into 
our hearts and certifies that we truly are the children 
of God. We are not active in this in any way. This is 
entirely the work of the Spirit giving confirmation to 
our spirit that we are the Lord’s.
Something similar to this happened in the life of the 

Lord Jesus himself. He cried out in prayer “Abba, 



Spurgeon’s Catechism 

Question 33: What is adoption?
Answer: Adoption is an act of 
God’s free grace whereby we are 
received into the number, and have 
a right to all the privileges of the 
sons of God.
Scriptural Proof: 1 John 3:1; John 1:12; Romans 8:17
Commentary: The New Testament uses the idea of 
adoption to express God’s fatherly love for us. He 
makes us his children by adoption. “In regeneration 
God gives us new spiritual life within. In justification 
God gives us right legal standing before him. But 
in adoption God makes us members of his family” 
(Grudem).
Those who are adopted into God’s family were once 
in bondage to sin. They were children of wrath (Eph 
2:3) and under the curse of the law (Gal 3:10, 13). The 
future for such a person isn’t good, to say the least, but 
God took spiritual orphans and made them his own 
(Gal 4:4-5).
“The concept of adoption is familiar to us… Eager 
to love and care for a child they have never met and 
who can do nothing to repay them, parents fill out 
stacks of paperwork, incur significant expenses, and 
often travel thousands of miles in order to welcome 
a little boy or girl into their family. After months and 
sometimes years of preparation, everything changes in 
a moment when the judge legally declares the child to 
be a member of his new family, with all the requisite 
rights and privileges. In many cases, if adopted children 
had remained in an orphanage or in the care of abusive 
and neglectful birth parents, the outcome would 
likely have been tragic. But through the intervention 
of a compassionate benefactor, adopted children are 
welcomed into the loving home of a new family eager 
to provide protection, instruction, and the hope of a 
future” (MacArthur).
What a great privilege it is to be part of God’s family 
by adoption!

BOOK REVIEW
The Way to True Peace 
and Rest, 
by Robert Bruce, pp. 222, 
reprinted by Banner of Truth, 2017. Translated 
and edited by David C. Searle. 

Robert Bruce (1554-1631) 
was a minister in Edinburgh 
and a leading Reformed 
churchman in Scotland.
It was said of Robert Bruce 
that “no man in his time 
spake with such evidence 
and power of the Spirit.” 
One is certainly left with that 
impression after reading The 
Way to True Peace and Rest, 

his six sermons on Isaiah 38, a chapter that records 
the illness that afflicted King Hezekiah of Judah 
and his reaction to it. Although various sicknesses 
are common to all humanity, yet people react in 
very different ways when such trials are visited 
upon them. 
With a wonderful blend of faithful exposition, 
keen insight, and practical application, Bruce urges 
his hearers to “take heed to the various aspects of 
this account, that we may learn how to conduct 
ourselves in the event of our suffering some serious 
disease; thus, learning from King Hezekiah’s 
behavior, we may come to obtain the same comfort 
he experienced.”

with Scripture Proofs

May 7 – We will observe the 
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper after 
our Fellowship Meal.
May 10 – Men’s reading group starts 
up again.  We will be reading The 
Holy War by John Bunyan, starting 
at 6:00AM.
May 14 – Mother’s Day

May 15-17 – The annual FIRE conference will 
be held in Sugar Creek, Ohio this year. It is 
sponsored by the Cornerstone Bible Fellowship 
of North Ridgeville, Ohio. Be sure to pray for 
those who will be attending the conference.
June 18 – Father’s Day

Richard Baxter
Puritan Quotes
O Blessed Day

“O what a blessed day that will be 
when I shall stand on the shore and 

look back on the raging seas I have safely passed; 
when I shall review my pains and sorrows, my 
fears and tears, and possess the glory which was 
the end of all!”



The inspired writers of the Bible 
referred to Jesus Christ by many 
titles. John MacArthur, in his 
commentary on John’s gospel, lists 
over 60 of them—found in Genesis 
through Revelation. MacArthur 
notes that perhaps Jesus’ most 
endearing and intimate title is that 
of Shepherd. It was a title that Jesus 
used of Himself. In John 10:11, we 
read that Jesus said, ‘“I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep.’” 

This is the fourth of Jesus’ self-
declared ‘I am’ titles recorded in 
John’s gospel. In these two short 
sentences, Jesus explains that, 
as the Good Shepherd, He is the 
gospel.

In His metaphor of the Good 
Shepherd, we see the Lord Jesus’ 
mediatorial office. The shepherd 
does not own the sheep, but he is 
the one to whom their well-being is 
entrusted. Christ as the Mediator, is 
the one appointed by His father to 
act as shepherd, the One to whom 
God committed the salvation of His 
elect. The shepherd character also 
tells us of Christ’s faithfulness, and 
His love and care for His sheep.

In the first sentence of His great 
declaration, He says simply, “I am 
the good shepherd.” The Greek 
construction is emphatic so as to 
bring out an important teaching 
about Jesus’ Person. A literal 
rendering of the Greek text is, “I 
alone am the shepherd, the good 
one.”

The Greek word ‘kalos’ is 
translated here as good. In other 
places it is rendered as fair (as 
in beautiful), worthy, and proper. 
In the context of the emphatic 
construction of this short sentence, 
it points to Jesus’ deity. He is 
the Son of God, so He is the 
Divine Shepherd. He stands in 
stark contrast to the Pharisees 
who were false shepherds. John 
also uses ‘kalos’ to describe 
something that is of choice or 

excellent quality; something that is 
preeminently excellent, as in the wine 
Jesus made from water at the wedding 
feast in Cana. So, Jesus is the Divine 
shepherd, and, as such, is excellent 
above all others.

Now, let’s look at Jesus’ reference 
to Himself as shepherd. Remember, 
Jesus is addressing the Pharisees, 
the religious leaders of Israel. They 
knew from the Old Testament that 
Israel’s Shepherd was none other than 
Jehovah. We see that fact, for example, 
in Psalm 80:1. ‘Give ear, O Shepherd 
of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a 
flock. You who are enthroned upon the 
cherubim, shine forth.’ Twice in Psalm 
80 the psalmist refers to this Shepherd 
of Israel as LORD God.

The word LORD is the English 
translation of the great Old Testament 
name for God. It was first disclosed to 
Moses at the burning bush is Exodus 
3 and repeated over 400 times in the 
Old Testament. Literally, it means ‘I 
AM WHO I AM.’ The name, like God 
Himself is inexhaustible. So here, in 
identifying Himself with the Jehovah 
of the Old Testament, Jesus clearly 
affirms His deity. It would have been 
impossible for the Pharisees to miss 
this connection.

James Montgomery Boice, in his 
commentary on the 23rd Psalm, provides 
some helpful context on shepherds in 
ancient Israel. He notes a shepherd’s 
work was considered the lowliest of all 
work. In family structure of the time, 
the job always fell to the youngest son, 
like David. The shepherd’s job was to 
feed, guide and protect the sheep—
every day, regardless of circumstances.

Boice continues, ‘Yet, Jehovah has 
chosen to be our shepherd, David 
says. The great God of the universe 
has stooped to take just such care of 
you and me. This is an Old Testament 
statement, of course. But Christians 
can hardly forget that the metaphor 
was taken up by Jesus and applied 
to Himself, thus identifying himself 
as Jehovah, on the one hand, and 
assuming the task of being the shepherd 

of His people, on the other.’
Now, let’s look at the second 

sentence of Jesus’ great declaration. 
‘The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep.’ Here, we find 
what Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 
has come into the world to do. 
MacArthur notes that the phrase 
lays down his life is unique to 
John’s writings and always refers 
to a voluntary, sacrificial death. 
Another example of its use is 
found in John 15:13 where Jesus 
told His disciples, ‘“Greater love 
has no one than this, that someone 
lay down his life for his friends.”’

Simply put, Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, came to die for His 
people. He gave His life freely 
and voluntarily, as a ransom for 
His people, so that they might be 
delivered from death unto eternal 
life.

Here, we see the nature of 
the atonement. Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, the Savior, came to lay 
down His life. He laid down His life 
not as a martyr for the truth nor as 
a moral example of self-sacrifice, 
but for a people, His people, you 
and me. He died that we might 
live. By nature His people are 
dead in their trespasses and 
sins. God, speaking through the 
prophet Isaiah said Jesus was, ‘…
stricken for the transgression of 
my people.’ Had Jesus not died as 
our substitute, there would have 
been no forgiveness of our sins, 
no reconciliation unto a holy God, 
and no way for us to enter His 
eternal kingdom.

A. W. Pink says, ‘It was not the 
nails, but the strength of His love 
to the Father and to His elect, 
which held Him to the cross.’ 
Thanks be unto a merciful God for 
the Good Shepherd, the One who 
has laid down His life for us! There 
is no greater love than God’s 
provision of the Good Shepherd 
for His people.

I Am the Shepherd…
Kevin Tucker


