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Nursery Schedule

Wednesday Evening
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

Schedule of Services
Normal Sunday Services

Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First Sunday Services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Meal at the Church 11:00 AM
Afternoon Service 12:30 PM

No Sunday School 
or Evening Service

February
05  Doug and Andrea Page
12  Jessica and Troy Moseley
19  Vicki Johnson Kristin Scarborough
26  Jan Furdson and Lori Hewlett
 
March
05  Melanie Myatt and Linda Olive
12  Peter and Jenny Lovassey
19  Vicki Johnson and Amber Solan
26  Jessica and Troy Moseley

Church Cleaning 
February -  Moseleys
March  -  Tuckers
April  -  Scarborough and Marsh

“You have dealt well with 
your servant, O LORD, 
according to your word.”   
Psalm 119:65

Financial Summary as of 
February 1, 2017

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 15,663.92
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 12,220.68
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 5,210.00
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 15,418.85
Designated Missions (ytd) $ 700.23
Love offerings (ytd) $ 80.00
Benevolence (ytd) $ 0.00
Total offerings (ytd) $ 16,198.85
Jan. Love offerings $ 80.00
Jan. General Fund offerings $ 15,418.85
Jan. Designated Missions $ 700.00
Building Fund balance $ 191,569.33
Missions Fund balance $ 18,737.61
Adoption Fund balance $ 3,015.00
General Fund balance $ 52,472.05

Just  as I have loved you.
you also are to love one another

A NEW COMMANDMENT I GIVE TO YOU, 
THAT YOU LOVE ONE ANOTHER:

JOHN 13:34



Spurgeon’s Catechism Three Things About God from Psalm 11:7
Question 30: What is effectual 
calling?
Answer:  Effectual calling is the 
work of God’s Spirit whereby, 
convincing us of our sin and misery, 
enlightening our minds in the 
knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, he does 
persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ freely 
offered to us in the gospel.
Scriptural Proof: 2 Timothy 1:9; Acts 2:37; 26:18; 
Ezekiel 36:26; John 6:44, 45.
Commentary: God calls all people in the gospel to 
receive Christ and be saved. This is a general call. It 
is universal. It leaves all people without excuse if they 
reject it. All who refuse to believe are condemned 
(John 3:17f.).
The effectual call, however, is more than an outward 
invitation. The effectual call is internal and actually 
brings people to Christ, enabling them to receive the 
truth. Those whom God predestined, he calls, and those 
whom he calls are justified (Romans 8:29-30). This 
call is powerful and invincible. It is a call to salvation 
which “effectively evokes from those addressed the 
response which it invites” (Packer).
Those who are inwardly called turn from their sins and 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible refers to 
them as “the called.” This call is more than just hearing 
the gospel. It is the call God extends to those whom he 
foreknew and predestined is effectual, i.e., it is a call 
that gets a response; it produces conversion. 
The effectual call is God’s sovereign action that secures 
a response to his summons. All who are said to be 
called in this sense are said to be justified. That cannot 
be said of all who hear the gospel; but it can be said 
of those who are foreknown and predestined. All such 
are effectually called. 

BOOK REVIEW
Christ Alone: The Uniqueness 
of Jesus as Savior,  
Stephen Wellum, Zondervan 
Press, 400 pp., due to be 
published April 18, 2017.

In Christ Alone, Stephen Wellum 
cons iders  Chr i s t ’s  s ingula r 
uniqueness and significance 
biblically, historically, and today, 
in our pluralistic and postmodern 
age. He examines the historical 
roots of the doctrine, especially 
in the Reformation era, and then 
shows how the uniqueness of Christ 
has come under specific attack 
today. Then, he walks us through 
the storyline of Scripture, from 
Christ’s unique identity and work as 

prophet, priest, and king, to the application of his work to 
believers and our covenantal union with him to show that 
apart from Christ there is no salvation. Wellum shows that 
we must recover a robust biblical and theological doctrine 
of Christ’s person and work in the face of today’s challenges 
and explains why a fresh appraisal of the Reformation 
understanding of Christ alone is needed today.
This books is part of a series of books on the five declarations 

that were at the heart of the sixteenth-century Protestant 
Reformation, known as the “five solas” – Scripture alone, 
Christ alone, grace alone, faith alone, and the glory of God 
alone. 
Five hundred years later, we live in a different time with 

fresh challenges to our faith, yet these rallying cries of the 
Reformation continue to speak to us, addressing a wide 
range of contemporary issues. The Five Solas series will 
help you understand the historical and biblical context of the 
five solas and how to live out the relevance of Reformation 
theology today. 

with Scripture Proofs

February 16-19  – The True Church 
Conference will be held this year at Grace 
Life Church of the Shoals on February 16-
19. The theme this year is the Lordship of 
Christ. Then main speakers are Art Azurdia 
and David Prince. More information can be 
obtained at www.anchoredintruth.org/true-
church-conference.
March 5 – The Lord’s Supper will be 
observed in the afternoon service after the 

first Sunday meal.
May 15-17 – The annual FIRE conference will be held 
in SugarCreek, Ohio this year. It is sponsored by the 
Cornerstone Bible Fellowship of North Ridgeville, Ohio. 
Information about the conference can be obtained at www.
firefellowship.org/2017. 

Richard Baxter
Puritan Quotes

The Root of 
Good and Evil

“The first and great work of a Christian is 
about his heart. There it is that God dwells 

by his Spirit, in his saints; and there it is that sin and Satan 
reign, in the ungodly. The great duties and the great sins 
are those of the heart. There is the root of good and evil: 
the tongue and life are but the fruits and expressions of that 
which dwells within.”

he loves those who do righteous deeds (see ESV). 
Righteousness is not something that is seen in the 
abstract. It has concrete expression. So God loves 
righteousness, whether it is righteousness in himself or 
whether it is righteousness in his people. The context 
probably intends for us to understand this as God loving 
righteousness as it is in evidence in his children.
The Bible declares that men in their natural state are 

unrighteous. “There is none righteous, no not one” 
(Rom. 3:10). The idea that some men by nature are 
righteous and some are not and that God loves the 
righteous ones, is false. All of us are unrighteous 
outside of Christ. The Lord Jesus came, not to call 
the righteous to repentance, but sinners. God loves 
sinners and has provided justification for them. One of 
the great verses in Romans that had such an impact on 
Luther was Rom. 4:5: “But to him that worketh not, but 
believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness.” God justifies the ungodly, 
i.e. he declares ungodly men and women righteous in 
his sight, but he does so only because Christ bore their 
sins in his body on the tree. So those who believe on 
his Son are justified, or declared righteous! 
What God loves to see in his redeemed people is 

righteousness. He wants them to live lives characterized 
by righteousness. What pleases God is when his 
children trust him and seek to follow his ways. He takes 
delight in seeing them walk in righteousness. 
God’s Favor – Psalm 11:7 tells us one more thing 

about God. Since God loves righteousness, “the 
upright shall behold his face” (ESV). Translations 
differ here. The NKJ has a translation that means God’s 
countenance or blessing looks favorably on the upright. 
“His countenance/face beholds the upright.” The ESV 
has, “The upright shall behold his face.” Instead of 
God’s gaze being upon the upright, the blessing is that 
the upright get to gaze upon his face.
Either translation is possible, but the majority of the 

Hebrew scholars favor the latter. But both ideas are true. 
We read in Psalm 34:15 that “The eyes of the Lord are 
on/toward the righteous,” and Psalm 17:15 says, “As 
for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness…”  So 
both thoughts are true. God’s countenance is favorable 
to the upright and the upright are favored to behold his 
countenance! We see in a mirror dimly now but a day 
is coming when we will see face to face. 
So let us remember these three things about God 

which are taught in Psalm 11:7. The Lord possesses 
righteousness as a personal attribute, he loves to see 
it manifest in our lives, and he blesses those who 
practice it.

One of the best ways 
to read the Bible is to 
always be asking the 
question, no matter 
where we are in our 
reading, what does this 
passage teach me about 
God? I was reading 
Psalm 11 recently and 

discovered three amazing things about God in the last 
verse. “For the LORD is righteous; he loves righteous 
deeds [righteousness]; the upright shall behold his 
face” (7). Stated simply and plainly are three important 
things about God, all related to his being righteous – his 
character, his delight, and his favor.
God’s Character – Psalm 11:7 records one of God’s 

many attributes. It says, “The LORD is righteous.” This 
means his character is holy and that he is without sin. 
John described him this way: “God is light and in him 
is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). God is perfect. There 
is no fault or error in him. 
Since God is righteous, all he says and does is just 

and right. What he says is righteous for his word, like 
himself, is true and trustworthy. The Psalm that tells us 
most about the Bible speaks of God’s “righteous word” 
(119:123). V. 160 says, “The entirety of your word 
is truth, and every one of your righteous judgments 
endures forever.” Wiersbe comments, “The Word of 
God reveals the God of the Word; His Word, like His 
character, can be trusted.”
Not only is God righteous in what he says, but he is 

righteous in all that he does. “Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right?” (Gen. 18:25). Yes, he will do right, 
because he is righteous. Psalm 145:17 says, “The LORD 
is righteous in all his ways, gracious in all his works.” 
Daniel 9:14 says, “The LORD our God is righteous in 
all the works which he does…”
Psalm 11:7 gives us one of the great statements in 

the Bible telling us who God is! Our God is righteous. 
Because God is righteous, he will judge the world in 
righteousness (Acts 17:31). The nature of God requires 
him to bring down wrath upon evil and evildoers and it 
causes him to be the defender of the good and upright. 
God speaks and does righteously because his character 
is just; he is opposed to all that is wrong. 
God’s Delight – Psalm 11:7 also tells us that God 

“loves righteousness” (NKJ). This follows naturally 
from the first truth. If God’s nature is righteousness then 
most certainly he takes delight in righteousness. “The 
LORD is righteous, he loves righteousness.”
That God loves righteousness probably means that 



In John 6:35, Jesus made the 
first of His self-revelatory ‘I am’ 
statements when He said “I am the 
bread of life…” The day before 
Jesus spoke these words, He 
had miraculously multiplied five 
loaves of bread and two fish into 
more than enough to feed a great 
crowd of 5000 people. The people 
were so amazed by this sign Jesus 
did they wanted to take Him by 
force and make Him king. John 
tells us that Jesus, knowing their 
misdirected desires, ‘… withdrew 
again to the mountain by himself.’ 
(John 6:15) 
Before going further, we should 

pause to note that Jesus’ miraculous 
signs serve an important purpose 
in John’s gospel. Leon Morris 
says Jesus’ signs are events with 
profound meanings that point to 
something beyond themselves. 
The signs point us to what God 
is doing in Jesus. They point us 
to the fact that, in Jesus, God is 
accomplishing the decisive act 
necessary for the salvation of 
sinners. 
When the crowd found Jesus 

again the day after He fed them, 
they began to question Him.  
Rather than answer, Jesus rebuked 
them saying, ‘… “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, you are seeking me, 
not because you saw signs, but 
because you ate your fill of the 
loaves.’ (John 6:26) Jesus knew 
their motivation was a superficial 
desire for food rather than any true 
understanding of who He was and 
what He came to do.
After a brief exchange with 

Jesus in which He challenged 
their purely materialistic notions 
of the messianic kingdom, those 
in the crowd asked Him, “…
what sign do you do, that we may 
see and believe you? What work 
do you perform?” (John 1:30) 
Astonishingly, having just the day 
before seen Jesus feed 5000 people 

from five loaves of bread and two fish, 
they still wanted to see a sign before 
believing in Him. 
Further, they said to Him, “Our 

fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; 
as it is written, ‘He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat.” (John 6:31) 
Jesus, in His reply in verse 32, points 
out their errors. “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, it was not Moses who gave 
you the bread from heaven, but my 
Father gives you the true bread from 
heaven.”  He wanted them to see that 
it was God, not Moses, who gave their 
fathers the bread from heaven. Further, 
He told them that God not only gave 
manna, but also gives the true bread 
from heaven. 
Then, in verse 33, Jesus tells them 

‘the bread of God is he who comes 
down from heaven and gives life to 
the world.” Still thinking Jesus was 
talking about physical bread, ‘They 
said to him, “Sir, give us this bread 
always.”’ (John 6:34)
Finally, ‘Jesus said to them, “I am 

the bread of life; whoever comes to me 
shall not hunger, and whoever believes 
in me shall never thirst.”’ (John 6:35) 
Jesus had already made it clear He was 
not speaking of physical bread that 
only temporarily satisfies the body. 
Here, He speaks of Himself as the 
living, spiritual bread that gives life 
and supplies nourishment for eternal 
souls.
We can better grasp Jesus’ meaning if 

we realize that bread was an important 
staple in the diet of these Jews. At 
times in the Old Testament, bread 
stood for prosperity and the lack of 
it for adversity. Sometimes the Old 
Testament referred to the ‘supply of 
bread’ or the ‘staff of bread’ as being 
the support for life itself. Thus, for the 
Jews of Jesus’ day, bread was a fitting 
metaphor for what is at the heart of 
spiritual life.
Right after His declaration, Jesus 

explains how to obtain the bread of 
life. He says ‘“whoever comes to me 

shall not hunger, and whoever 
believes in me shall never thirst.”’ 
The bread of life is only to be had 
by those who come to Christ. A 
person must abandon his old life 
of sin if he is to have this bread. 
Further, he must believe in Jesus as 
the Son of God, the only substitute 
for his sins.
The result of a sinner’s repenting 

and believing is that he shall not 
hunger and he shall never thirst. 
Jesus speaks here of the soul, 
of spiritual hunger and thirst, as 
He did in the fourth Beatitude 
in Matthew 5:6. How gloriously 
comforting it is to the Christian 
to know that, in Jesus, his soul is 
perpetually and eternally satisfied! 
The truth about God’s grace in 

His provision of the bread of life 
always divides people. In verse 66, 
John tells us, ‘After this many of his 
disciples turned back and no longer 
walked with him.’ In verse 67 Jesus 
asked His twelve disciples, ‘“Do 
you want to go away as well?”’ 
Peter answered for the group and, 
by extension, for all who have 
come to Christ and believed in 
Him, ‘…“Lord, to whom shall we 
go? You have the words of eternal 
life, and we have believed, and have 
come to know, that you are the Holy 
One of God.”’ (John 6:68-69)
In closing, J. C. Ryle’s comment 

is fitting. Our Lord would have 
us know that He himself is the 
appointed food of man’s soul. 
The soul of every man is naturally 
starving and famishing through sin. 
Christ is given by God the Father, 
to be the Satisfier and the Reliever 
of man’s spiritual need. In Him and 
His mediatorial office--in Him and 
His atoning death--in Him and His 
priesthood--in Him and His grace, 
love, and power--in Him alone 
will empty souls find their needs 
supplied. In Him there is life. He 
is the bread of life.

I Am the Bread of Life…
Kevin Tucker


