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Nursery Schedule

Wednesday Evening
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

Schedule of Services
Normal Sunday Services

Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First Sunday Services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Meal at the Church 11:00 AM
Afternoon Service 12:30 PM

No Sunday School 
or Evening Service

November 2016
06  Kristin Scarborough and Melanie
13  Doug and Andrea Page
20  Jenny and Peter Lovassey
27  Amber Solan and Vicki Johnson
 
December 2016
04  Troy and Jessica Moseley
11  Linda Olive and Jan Furdson
18  Melanie Myatt and Amber Solan
25  Lori Hewlett and Vicki Johnson

Church Cleaning 
November -  Vicki and Amber
December -  Dean and Linda

“You have dealt well with 
your servant, O LORD, 
according to your word.”   
Psalm 119:65

Financial Summary as of 
November 1, 2016

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 154,245.80
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 127,028.36
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 3,626.09
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 166,484.93
Designated Missions (ytd) $ 7,137.23
Love offerings (ytd) $ 4,090.00
Benevolence (ytd) $ 1,100.00
Total offerings (ytd) $ 111,659.69
Sept.-Oct. Love offerings $ 1,600.00
Sept.-Oct. General Fund offerings $ 39,382.06
Sept.-Oct. Designated Missions $ 1,013.54
Building Fund balance $190,240.51
Missions Fund balance $ 16,954.90
Adoption Fund balance $ 2,935.00
General Fund balance $ 50,272.91

We Thank You, O God!
We thank You for the blood,
The blood of Christ, Your Son;
The blood by which our peace is made,
The victory is won;
Great victory o’er hell and sin and woe,
That needs no second fight and leaves no second foe.

We thank You for the grace,
Descending from above,
That overflows our widest guilt –
The eternal Father’s love,
Love of the Father’s everlasting Son,
Love of the Holy Ghost – Jehovah, Three in One.

-Horatius Bonar
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Giving Thanks to God
road they sang hymns. Certain Psalms were used for this 
purpose. We call them Psalms of Ascent (Psalm 120-134), 
for no matter what direction one entered Jerusalem, he 
ascended. Praise and thanks filled the hearts of the people 
and they expressed it in worship. They were thankful for 
the privilege to go up to the house of God so they could 
worship.

We read in Psalm 122:3-4, “Jerusalem--built as a city 
that is bound firmly together, to which the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the LORD, as was decreed for Israel, to give 
thanks to the name of the LORD.” The people made these 
pilgrimages for the purpose of giving thanks to God. The 
Israelites had many reasons to offer thanks unto God. 
Chief among them was his choosing them out of all the 
other nations and redeeming them!

The Jews of old loved the city of Jerusalem but the 
reason behind their love for the city was their love of the 
God who saved them and set them apart. Jerusalem was 
where they brought their sacrifices and worshipped him. 
There is a picture here for New Covenant believers. We 
don’t make pilgrimages like they did but we do meet 
in public assemblies weekly where we offer praise and 
thanks to Christ our Redeemer.

We are the church. Being the church, we meet together. 
That’s what the word church indicates. The redeemed 
people of Christ assemble together. We are not, as 
Spurgeon said, “religious gypsies.” A heart hot with the 
love of Christ anticipates the times we gather for worship 
and prayer. If you are spiritually healthy, you don’t have 
to be begged to attend church. You know how important 
public worship is. What precious times those days are. 
We gather to fellowship with God’s people! We gather 
to hear the word of God. We gather to express our praise 
and thanks to God in song.

Derek Kidner is right in saying that what Jerusalem and 
the temple was to the Jew, so the church is to the Christian. 
What gladness fills our hearts when we assemble with 
God’s people. There was gladness for the Jew in going 
to the house of the Lord. Psalm 122 begins with the 
exclamation, “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us 
go to the house of the LORD!’” What gladness there was 
when the feast days rolled around. Their hearts were filled 
with joy because they desired to meet with God. They 
were going up as redeemed sinners, hungering for the 
special presence of the Lord.

What gladness there is for us to meet with one another in 
Christ’s name and give him praise and offer him thanks. 
And what gladness there is when we gather with our 
families on Thanksgiving Day. Let us give thanks to the 
Lord with a grateful heart. May our hearts ever be filled 
with thanks to him for his everlasting mercy.

Eve ry  day  fo r  t he 
Christian is a day of 
thanks but the month of 
November calls us to be 
thankful on a particular 
day. For many years our 
country has set aside 
the fourth Thursday 
as a holiday. We call it 
Thanksgiving Day. It is 

a day of family gathering, enthusiastic dining, and 
beneficent sharing. It is a day for us to count our blessings 
and to give thanks to God.

Praise and thanksgiving are the two main expressions of 
Christian worship. Praise is what we offer to God because 
of who he is. But thanks is what we offer to God because 
of what he has done. Thankfulness ought to be continually 
on our lips. And it will be if we are grateful to God for the 
things he has done for us. 

Each of us have numerous reasons to be thankful to 
God. Occasionally we have a service where we take a 
few moments to hear testimonies. What is said in those 
meetings? People echo gratitude to God first and foremost 
for his saving grace. Testimonies then proceed to speak 
of God’s continual care over us! The details of our stories 
differ but the main outline is the same.

Ask yourself this question: “Where would I be without 
the Lord?” You would be lost and undone. You would be 
on your way to hell without any concern for your soul. 
But thanks be to God, that’s not where you are if God has 
saved you. Our feet stand on the rock, Christ Jesus. Our 
sins are forgiven. We are on a journey to heaven. Joy fills 
our souls. And thanks overflows from our lips because 
God has saved us by his grace when we were undeserving.

Giving thanks is a theme that permeates the book of 
Psalm. No book in the Bible is filled with so many 
eruptions of gratitude. Here are some samples: “Let us 
come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a 
joyful noise to him with songs of praise” (Ps 95:2). “Enter 
into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise. Be thankful to him, and bless his name” (Ps 100:4). 
“Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving…” (Ps 147:7).

The Jews had a time similar to our Thanksgiving Day, 
except it came for them three times a year. God decreed 
that on three major feast days, families were to go to 
Jerusalem (Exodus 23:14-17). They went for Passover 
(known also as the Feast of Unleavened Bread), Pentecost 
(known also as the Feast of Harvest/Weeks), and the Feast 
of Ingathering (known also as the Feast of Booths).

At these three times in the year, the people of God came 
from every direction to Jerusalem for worship. Along the 



Spurgeon’s Catechism 

Question 28: How are we made 
partakers of the redemption purchased 
by Christ?
Answer: We are made partakers of the 
redemption purchased by Christ by the 
effectual application of it to us by His 
Holy Spirit.
Scriptural Proof: John 1:12; Titus 3:5-6. 
Commentary: John Murray wrote an important book with 
the title, Redemption Accomplished and Applied. Christ 
accomplished all that was necessary to redeem sinners by 
his death on the cross. The Holy Spirit, however, works 
effectually in the hearts of sinners applying that redemption, 
as the Shorter Catechism says, “by working faith in us and 
thereby uniting us to Christ…”
Thomas Boston used two beautiful illustrations to clarify 
the application of redemption. He used the illustration of 
medicine. He said, “Christ made the salve for our sore, by 
his obedience and death, and the Spirit applies it.” A remedy 
for disease must be applied. It does a man no good unless 
it placed on the sore or taken into the body. Sinners will 
die an eternal death if the benefits of Christ’s death are not 
applied to them.
He also used the illustration of marriage. He said, “The 
bridegroom stands ready to receive you, but there is none 
to bring the bride to him and she cannot go her alone.” 
Someone must escort the bride to the groom. The Holy 
Spirit is the One who walks us down the aisle and gives us 
away to Christ. Thanks be to God that the Holy Spirit is 
given to take us to Christ.
God calls sinners out of darkness into light. He removes 
them from the realm of death and brings them into the 
realm of life. He does this by means of the Spirit’s special, 
irresistible, effectual call. The sinner whom God saves 
believes on the Lord Jesus Christ, but it is the Spirit who 
opens his heart and enables him to call on the Lord. Boston 
says, “There is absolute need of the Spirit’s powerful 
working on our souls, in order to salvation. Redemption is 
purchased by Christ; but unless the Spirit apply it to us, we 
cannot have saving benefit by it.”

BOOK REVIEW
Why Should  I  Bel ieve 
Christianity,  
by James Anderson, Christian 
Focus, pp. 240, 2016.

Some people boldly claim, 
Christianity is fine for some, but 
it isn’t for me. Others feel it is just 
outdated and irrelevant. For better 
or worse, everyone in the Western 
world has come into contact with 
Christianity: we all have some 
opinion on it. James Anderson, 
with a clear, humorous logic, 
explores what Christianity really 
claims, and shows the underlying 
reason and consistency behind 
these claims. 
Al Mohler says, “The Christian 

ministry, taken as a whole, must be understood as an 
apologetic calling. This is why books like Why Should I 
Believe Christianity deserve careful reading by pastors 
and laypeople alike. In this book, believers will find a 
compelling defense of the Christian worldview and the 
resources necessary to stand firm in a faithless age.”
Brian Morley, professor at The Masters College, says, 

“Anderson writes with the mind of a scholar but the clarity 
and tone of a letter to a dear friend. His brief and engaging 
book covers a wide array of topics, from discussions on 
worldviews and evidence to philosophical arguments to 
inferences from the biblical record-all in the simplest 
terms possible.”
John Frames says, “James Anderson is one of the 

best writers in contemporary Reformed theology and 
apologetics... This is one of the finest resources available 
for presenting the rationale of the Christian faith to an 
unbelieving reader.”

with Scripture Proofs

November 16 –  Ken Wenicke with 
OneHundredFold will be with us at our mid-
week meeting. He will give a presentation that 
will show how much the ministry of “making 
the message mobile” has grown. 
November 20 – Christmas boxes for 
Samaritan’s Purse must be handed in by this 
time.
November 23 – A special service of thanks 
and praise will be conducted at the Mid-week 

Prayer Meeting. If you are in town, be sure to attend with 
the whole family for this time of worship.
December 4 – Our first Sunday meal will be a Christmas 
Meal. The church will provide the meat and we will bring 
the sides and desserts. There will also be a nice surprise 
following the meal! The afternoon service will include a 
Christmas hymn-sing and a message on the necessity of the 
birth of Christ for our salvation 
December 25 – Christmas falls on Sunday this year. We 
will have one service at 10:30 AM.

Thomas Manton
Puritan Quotes

The Right End
“The end of study is information, and 
the end of meditation is practice, or a 
work upon the affections. Study is like 
a winter sun, that shines, but warms not: 

but meditation is like a blowing upon the fire, where we do 
not mind the blaze, but the heat. The end of study is to hoard 
up truth; but of meditation to lay it forth in conference or 
holy conversation.”



There  is  much  debate  in  the  
modern  church  about  what  
exactly  is  her  mission.  Often  
the  answer  that  is  given  is  not  
so  much  wrong  as  lop-sided,  
and  exaggerated  implications  
and  conclusions  are  drawn  from  
that.  There  are  probably  three  
main  views:  the  Church  exists  to  
glorify  God;  the  Church  exists  
to  build  up  the  saints;  and  the  
Church  exists  for  mission,  to  
evangelize  the  world.  These  three  
views  should  not  be played  off  
against  one  another,  and  a  grasp  
of  each  one  will  prevent  us  from  
misinterpreting  any  one  of  them.
The  Church’s  first  task,  surely,  

is  to  glorify  God.  Paul  says  
that  ‘whether  you  eat  or  drink,  
or  whatever  you  do,  do  all  to  
the  glory  of  God’  (1 Cor. 10:31).  
Earlier  in  1 Corinthians,  Paul  had  
said,  in  the  context  of  sexual  
ethics,  that  we  are  to  glorify  
God  in  our  bodies  (1 Cor. 6:20).  
The  unbeliever  is  meant  to  see  
the  good  deeds  of  the  Christian  
and  go  on  to  glorify  God  (1 Pet. 
2:12).  The  Psalmist  tells  us  of  
God’s  attributes  and  character  in  
such  a  way  that  we  are  meant  to  
glorify  and  worship  our  creator  
and  Lord:  ‘Your  righteousness,  O  
God,  reaches  the  high  heavens. 
You  who  have  done  great  things,  
O  God,  who  is  like  You?’  (Ps. 
71:19)
In  fact,  ‘Great  is  the  Lord,  and  

greatly  to  be  praised,  and  His  
greatness  is  unsearchable’  (Ps. 
145:3).  This  is  to  be  reflected  
in  our  meetings  together.  They  
are  not  just  to  be  where  we  are  
encouraged  or  learn  something  
that  is  handy  for  daily  living.  
The  priority  is  not  that  we  ‘get  
something’  out  of  the  service.  
Rather,  it  is  that  God  is  glorified  
with  true  adoration  and  praise.  
Paul  holds  out  the  hope  that  an  
unbeliever  or  outsider  might  enter  
the  meeting,  and  be  convicted  
and  called to  account.  The  secrets  

of  his  heart  are disclosed,  and  so,  
falling  on  his  face,  he  will  worship  
God  and  declare  that  He  is  present  
(1 Cor. 14:24-25).  Fellowship  is  to  be  
found  amongst  Christians,  yes,  but  
also  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  
Jesus  Christ  (1 John 1:3).  This  takes  
us  out  of  ourselves  when  we  pray,  
we  hear  the  Word  of  God,  and  we  
sing  His  praises.  We  are  meant  to  be  
glorifying  God  more  than  satisfying  
our  needs.  There  is  an  ever-present  
danger  that  expedience  or  the  desire  
to  be  relevant  may  entice  us  to  
follow  Nadab  and  Abihu  in  offering  
up  profane  fire  to  the  Lord  (see  Lev. 
10:1-3).  The  Psalmist’s  perspective  
must  be  a  constant  corrective:  ‘Not  
to  us,  O  Lord,  not  to  us,  but  to  Your  
name  give  glory,  for  the  sake  of  Your  
steadfast  love  and  Your  faithfulness’  
(Ps. 115:1).
The  Church’s  second  task  is  to  

edify  the  saints.  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  
declared  that  ‘The  essence  of  the  
church  is  not  to  practice  theology  
but  to  believe  and  obey  the  word  
of  God.’  Christopher  Ash  interprets  
Bonhoeffer  to  mean  that  the  Church’s  
task  is  to  build  itself  up  by  the  
Word  of  God.  In  Ash’s  words:  
‘We  reach  the  world  by  preaching  
to  the  church.’  Certainly,  the  New  
Testament  places  much  emphasis  on  
the  spiritual  growth  of  those  who  
are  Christians.  For  example,  in  the  
epistles  at  least,  Paul  prays  more  
frequently  for  the  sanctification  of  
those  who  are  professing  Christians  
than  he  does  for  the  conversion  of  
those  who  are  not  (e.g.  Eph. 1:15-
23;  3:14-21;  Phil. 1:3-11;  Col. 1:9-12;  
2 Thess. 1:3).  In  keeping  with  this  
approach,  Paul  was  concerned  that  
all  Christians  would  see  the  progress  
in  Timothy  (1 Tim. 4:15).
In  Jeremiah’s  day,  God  promised  a  

repentant  people:  ‘I  will  give  you  
shepherds  after  My  own  heart,  who  
will  feed  you  with  knowledge  and 
understanding’  (Jer. 3:15).  Jesus   told  
a  restored  Peter  that  his  task  was  to  
feed  the  sheep  (John 21:15-17).  Part  
of  meeting  together  is  to  stir  up  one  

another  to  love  and  good  works  
(Heb. 10:24-25).  Christ  gives  
gifts  to  His  people  in  order  ‘to  
equip  the  saints  for  the  work  of  
ministry,  for  building  up  the  body  
of  Christ’  (Eph. 4:12).
The  third  task  is  to  evangelize  

the  world.  In  1839  Alexander  Duff  
preached  at  the  ordination  service  
of  Thomas  Smith,  who  was  
leaving  for  work  in  India,  from  
where  Duff  had  just  come  and  
to  where  he  was  just  returning.  
The  sermon  was  published  with  
the  title  ‘Missions  the  Chief  End  
of  the  Christian  Church’.  It  was  
based  on  Psalm  67:1-2  (which  
the  published  edition  mistakenly  
identified  as  Psalm 47:1-2):  ‘God  
be  merciful  unto  us,  and  bless  
us;  and  cause  his  face  to  shine  
upon  us.  That  thy  way  may  be  
known  upon  earth,  thy  saving  
health  among  all  nations.’  Duff’s  
opening  sentence  was:  ‘The  
Royal  Psalmist,  in  the  spirit  of  
inspiration,  personating  the  Church  
of  the  redeemed  in  every  age,  and  
more  especially  under  its  last  and  
most  perfect  dispensation,  here  
offers  up  a  sublime  prayer  for  
its  inward  prosperity,  and  outward  
universal  extension.’
God  gives  us  some  flexibility  

in  doing  this,  in  that  we  are  
to  become  all  things  to  all  
people  that  we  might  save  some  
(1 Cor. 9:22).  Some,  however,  
have  combined  this  with  the  
evangelistic  commission  to  the  
point  where  the  unbelieving  world  
almost  dictates  what  takes  place  in  
the  church  buildings  on  Sunday.  A  
better  and  more  biblical  approach  
would  seem  to  be  that  the  Church  
as  it  meets  ought  to  desire  three  
things:  to  glorify  God,  to  build  
up  Christians,  and  to  evangelize  
unbelievers.  These  three  aims  
need  to  be  kept  together.  As  
Scripture  says  in  another  context,  
a  threefold  cord  is  not  quickly  
broken  (Eccles. 4:12).

The Church’s Chief End 
Peter Barnes


