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“Preaching the free grace of God which brings
a change of lifestyles, masters and destinies.”
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Nursery Schedule

Wednesday Evening
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

Schedule of Services
Normal Sunday Services

Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First Sunday Services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Meal at the Church 11:00 AM
Afternoon Service 12:30 PM

No Sunday School 
or Evening Service

July 2016
03 Jenny and Peter Lovassey
10 Melanie Myatt and Andrea Page
17 Amber Solan and Vicki Johnson
24 Troy and Jessica Moseley
31 Linda Olive (Nellie McFadden) and 

Lori Hewlett
August 2016
07 Melanie Myatt and Andrea Page
14 Jenny and Peter Lovassey
21 Amber Solan and Vicki Johnson
28 Nellie McFadden and Lori Hewlett

Church Cleaning 
July  -  Bob and Scarboroughs
August  -  Amises

“You have dealt well with 
your servant, O LORD, 
according to your word.”   
Psalm 119:65

Financial Summary as of 
July 1, 2016

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 92,547.48
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 81,761.97
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 1,096.23
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 91,079.07
Designated Missions (ytd) $ 4,908.69
Love offerings (ytd) $ 940.00
Benevolence (ytd) $ 0.00
Total offerings (ytd) $ 96,927.76
June Love offerings $ 80.00
June General Fund offerings $ 14,279.77
June Designated Missions $ 423.00
Building Fund balance $180,587.91
Missions Fund balance $ 10,295.87
Adoption Fund balance $ 2,695.00
General Fund balance $ 51,729.91

Lawn Care 
July  -  Pages
August  -  T. Moseley

AmericA’s independence 
dAy 

for Believers
•Reminds us of the greater freedom we 

have in Christ from the bondage of sin

•Makes us grateful for the freedom 
we have to worship without fear

•Causes us to remember the sacrifices of 
others that gave us the freedoms we possess

•Bids us to pray for our leaders and for a 
mighty outpouring of the Spirit of God

Let’s make the most of our national holiday to 
serve Christ and be thankful for the Gospel which 
provides our only hope of lasting freedom and rest.



Daily Questions
The third question is, Does my practice correspond 

with my knowledge? This question is not often asked 
by Christians. We often ask, Am I Christ-like, or am 
I meek and patient in my dealings with others, but 
do we ever ask, Does my practice correspond with 
my knowledge? 
This question addresses a weakness that most 

Christians have. We are prone to fill our minds 
with knowledge but not have an outlet for service. 
Spiritually we become couch potatoes. You know 
what a couch potato is? It is a person that sits around 
the house all day watching TV or playing computer 
games and gets no exercise.
Are we like that spiritually? We fill our minds with 

the Bible from our reading and listening to sermons 
and we read really good books and blogs that are 
instructive but do we do anything in the way of 
service? Do we have an outlet for ministering? We 
fill the car up but never drive it anywhere! This is 
an important question to ask ourselves. Does my 
practice correspond with my knowledge?
The last question is, Am I a light to enlighten and 

enflame all that are around me? This question deals 
with our witness. Jesus once said, “I am the light of 
the world” (Jn 8:12) but he also told his disciples, 
“You are the light of the world… let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Mat 
5:14-16). 
We are reflected light. The light of Christ shines in 

us. But we must not hide the light or let the globe 
get dirty. His light must shine through us. That is 
how we most effectively witness. If his light shines 
through us then the door is opened for us to proclaim 
the gospel (1 Thess. 1:5). People want to see it before 
they hear it.
Am I a light that enlightens the neighborhood I 

live in, or the work place, or the ball field, etc.? Am 
I a light that enflames all that is around me? John 
the Baptist was “a burning and shining light” (John 
5:35). He was a lamp that burned and gave light! 
I fear that at best sometimes my lamp is flickering. 

A flickering lamp doesn’t do much good. Our lamps 
need to be burning bright and clear. How will men see 
without light? How will they see the light of Christ 
if they do not seen it in us?
These are four good daily questions that we ought 

to ask ourselves. 1) Am I more like Christ? 2) Am 
I more meek and patient?  3) Does my practice 
correspond with my knowledge? 4) Am I a light to 
enlighten and enflame all that are around me?

George Whitefield 
once wrote a letter to 
James Habersham, 
t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f 
the  Orphanage  in 
Savannah, Georgia, 
which he had helped 
to establish and labored 
incessantly to raise 

funds for its support. He said to his friend, “Let us 
study to be holy even as Christ is holy, and walk 
even as he also walked.” He then put forward four 
questions to his friend and said that they should 
be his “daily questions.” They were questions that 
Whitefield asked himself every day. 
The first question is, Am I more like Christ? There is 

no greater question that we can ask ourselves! Am I 
like Christ? Christ is the pattern we are to copy. Paul 
once told the Corinthians, “Be followers of me, as I 
am of Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1). It is right to follow a man 
only if he is following Christ! We are thankful for 
those who model Christ to us and are good examples 
but ultimately it is Christ that we are to pattern our 
lives after.
That is at the root of Peter’s words, “For to this you 

have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you might follow in 
his steps” (1 Pet 2:21). We have been called to act 
as he acted and live as he lived. The pupil seeks to 
reproduce the original as closely as possible. When he 
copies the model carefully, his writing is quite good. 
But the further he moves away from it, the more the 
copy worsens. Our safety is in staying close to the 
Original.
The second question is, Am I more meek and patient? 

This question is really an extension of the first. If we 
are more like Christ then we will be meek and patient. 
The premium we put on meekness and patience is due 
to the example of Christ. So it is a helpful question 
to ask ourselves when trying to determine whether 
we are Christ-like or not!
Christ was meek and patient. Jesus said, “I am 

meek and lowly of heart” (Mt 11:29). These words 
are preceded by Jesus saying, “learn of me.” The 
Lord Jesus was gentle to all and was patient in his 
dealings with all. Peter refers to “the longsuffering 
of our Lord” (2 Pet 3:15).
O, how we ourselves need to exercise meekness! 

The second Beatitude is, “Blessed are the meek” (Mt 
5:5). Meekness is “a calm temper of mind, not easily 
provoked” (Easton). It is part of the fruit of Christ-
like character produced only by the Spirit (Gal. 5:23). 
Meekness is not weakness. “It is strength and courage 
under control, coupled with kindness” (NNLBD).



Spurgeon’s Catechism 

Question 25: How does Christ 
execute the office of a king?
Answer: Christ executes the 
office of a king, in subduing 
us to Himself, in ruling and defending us, and in 
restraining and conquering all His and our enemies.
Scriptural Proof: Psalm 110:3; Matthew 2:6; 1 
Corinthians 15:25
Commentary: Messiah Jesus came not only as 
Prophet and Priest, but also as King. He is a King like 
unto David (2 Sam. 7:16). It was rightly understood 
among the Jews that the Messiah would be King (Gen 
49:10; Num 24:17; Isa 9:6-7; Ps 45:6; 110:1-2; Dan 
7:13-14; Mic 5:2; Zech 9:9). The wise men, who 
came to Jerusalem in search of the newborn Messiah, 
rightly asked, “Where is he who has been born King 
of the Jews?” Jesus rules and reigns over his people.
The Gospels tell us that Jesus inaugurated a Kingdom 
at his first coming. His disciples cried out at his 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, “Blessed is the King 
who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Lk 19:38). 
However, while his Kingdom has been inaugurated 
it has not yet been consummated. There is a present 
and a future stage of his Kingdom; the Now and the 
Not Yet. Jesus reigns and Jesus will reign. 
We are now in the interim between the two comings 
of Christ. Jesus reigns as King over all whom he 
subdues and conquers in the gospel at the present 
time. But he is coming again in power and great glory 
to rule over all. Every throne will then be surrendered 
to him, and all will declare, “The kingdoms of this 
world have become the Kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever” 
(Rev 11:15). 

BOOK REVIEW
Why I Am Not an Atheist: 
Facing the Inadequacies of 
Unbelief,  
edited by David J. Randall,
Christian Focus Publications, 2013, 186pp.

Playing on the title of the late Bertrand 
Russell’s famous address, ‘Why I am 
not a Christian,’ this volume seeks 
to provide reasons why atheism fails 
to provide a coherent account of the 
deepest issues affecting human beings, 
and why Christian theism is worthy of 
consideration and belief.
Why I Am Not an Atheist contains a 

series of short testimonies by people of 
differing personal circumstances and 
professional backgrounds, and seeks 

to show the inherent reasonableness of believing in God 
and following Jesus Christ. Conscious of both the capacities 
and limitations of apologetics, many of the contributors 
combine powerfully reasoned stimuli for their believing 
in God with candid confessions of faith and the arresting 
power of God in the gospel. This dual emphasis is refreshing 
in that it does not deify reason or overestimate the power 
of argument to compel belief. Ultimately, while the eleven 
testimonies contained in the book show the reasonable 
nature of believing in God, they do not present a baldly 
rational approach to the task of sharing Christ. 
The key feature of this treatment of belief is its ability 

to draw together people from different generations, social 
backgrounds, and personal experiences who are united 
in their belief in the Lord Jesus Christ. There are some 
weaknesses in the book but Why I Am Not an Atheist 
provides a helpful and lively resource for the task of 
presenting the case for belief. While not all of its content 
can be wholeheartedly recommended, it will certainly serve 
to garrison the assurance of Christians in an increasingly 
secular world, provide challenge to the thinking agnostic 
or atheist, and constitute a good source reference for those 
seeking to share their faith in an intellectually credible way 
in preaching or personal evangelism.
Andrew Roycroft, The Banner of Truth Magazine

with Scripture Proofs

July 10 – Bob Marsh begins a series 
of SS lessons for the adults entitled, 
“Building a Marriage Culture.”
July 15-16 – David Miller will be 
preaching at New Life Baptist Church 
on Friday and Saturday evenings at 
6:30 PM.
September 30—October 3 – Dr. 

Jimmy Milligan will be preaching our Fall Bible 
Conference. He will preach on Friday evening and 
twice on Sunday and teach two sessions on Saturday 
morning on 1 Corinthians 12-14.

Thomas Manton
Puritan Quotes

Deliver the Message
“If the message we bring be 
displeasing, remember it is the will of 
our master. It is not in our power to 

comply with your lusts and humors, if the Scripture doth 
not... We must deliver our message, pardon to whom 
pardon, terror to whom terror is due. Servants must be 
faithful.”



As we approach the Fourth of 
July, many pastors in America 
struggle with whether and how 
to acknowledge America’s 
independence, without blending 
Christian worship and civil 
religion together. Especially 
during times of war, churches 
have historically embraced 
patriotism in America. But 
sometimes that combination 
has given the impression that 
our commitment to nation is 
the same as our commitment to 
Christ. Too many churches have 
sung “The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic” alongside songs of 
worship, without realizing the 
confusion that can result.

Fourth of July services began 
shortly after the American 
Revolution, following on the 
older tradition of commemorating 
important moments in the history 
of Britain with special days 
of prayer and thanksgiving. 
Consider the typical case of 
Newport, Rhode Island, in 1788, 
in the midst of the debates over 
ratifying the new Constitution. 
A “respectable meeting” of 
Newport citizens voted to 
hold a series of assemblies to 
celebrate the Fourth of July, 
and the “auspicious event of 
the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution.”

The center of the festivities 
was a service in which the 
Rev. Enos Hitchcock would 
“deliver an oration suitable to the 
occasion” at Newport’s Baptist 
Church. Hitchcock was a former 
Revolutionary War chaplain 
and the pastor at Newport’s 
First Congregationalist Church. 
The townspeople encouraged 
all the town’s pastors to attend 
the service, for a display of 
interdenominational patriotic 
unity.

One major difference between 
Newport’s celebration and many that 
happen today is that the 1788 service 
happened on the Fourth of July itself, 
which happened to fall on a Friday. 
Everyone would have understood 
that this was a special occasion and 
an interdenominational meeting, not 
a Sabbath worship service.

A bit of searching in historical 
newspapers suggests that these 
services were fairly common in early 
national history, although references 
to them were rare to nonexistent on 
years when the Fourth of July fell 
on a Sunday. I would be interested 
to know if this meant that they 
did not hold them in those years, 
or whether pastors mentioned the 
Fourth of July during those Sunday 
services. I would also be interested to 
know when churches transitioned to 
having patriotic “God and country” 
services on the Sunday before the 
Fourth, instead of special meetings 
on the Fourth of July.

In any case, Christians in early 
national America understood that 
while they might mark the Fourth 
of July, it was better to do so in a 
separate service on the day of the 
Fourth itself.

I understand that some pastors 
would face a big fight if they did 
not commemorate the Fourth of July 
on the Sunday prior to it (this year, 
this means Sunday, July 3). And 
some fights are not worth having. 
But here are some suggestions if 
you are concerned about the undue 
blurring of worship of God and 
devotion to nation. What might work 
will depend a lot on the location and 
makeup of your congregation.

First, could you encourage the 
church to participate in a civil 
ceremony (such as a Fourth of July 
parade) instead of commemorating 
the Fourth during a Sunday service? 
If it is a change from a Sunday 
“God and Country” service, this 

would probably require a lot of 
communication that the pastor 
and church really do consider 
this civil commemoration to be 
important. The pastor can show 
this by attending and participating 
himself.

Second, if you can’t get away 
without observing the Fourth of 
July in a Sunday service, could 
you strictly separate that aspect 
of the service from the formal 
“worship” time? For me, the 
patriotic aspects are the most 
jarring when they are placed 
alongside the worship of the 
Lord. Humble prayers for our 
nation and leaders in a Fourth 
of July service are perfectly 
appropriate, however.

Finally, if you have believers 
from other nations in your 
church, be mindful of how 
integrating American patriotism 
with worship will appear to 
them. They will probably not 
have the same experience of 
patriotic services in their home 
country. Deep blending of civil 
religion with Christian worship 
may well come across to them 
as idolatrous, and they might not 
appreciate claims about America 
being the greatest nation on the 
face of the earth! In light of the 
kingdom reality of believers 
coming from every tongue, 
tribe, and nation, triumphalist 
American patriotism in a worship 
service is incongruous, at best.

The fact that patriotic services 
have deep historical roots in 
America is significant. As 
believers, we are always located 
in a certain time and place, and 
patriotism can be a valuable 
thing. But for a Christian, 
patriotism can only be a second-
order good. It needs to be placed 
in its proper context. Let’s not 
confuse patriotism with worship.

When Did Churches Start Celebrating the Fourth of July?
Thomas S. Kidd


