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http://sermonaudio.com/gbcmadisonal
“Preaching the free grace of God which brings
a change of lifestyles, masters and destinies.”

Dean Olive, Pastor
–– January 2015 Issue ––

Nursery Schedule

Wednesday Evening
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

Schedule of Services
Normal Sunday Services

Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First Sunday Services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

January
04 Linda Olive and Andrea Page
11 Amber Solan and Wilma Pinch
18 Jenny and Peter Lovassy
25 Vicki Johnson and Nellie McFadden
February
01 Melanie Myatt and Lori Hewlett
08 Troy and Jessica Moseley
15 Linda Olive and Andrea Page
22 Amber Solan and Wilma Pinch

Church Cleaning 
January -  Johnsons
February -  Moseleys
March  -  Lovassys
April  -  Pages

“A disciple is not above his teacher, 
nor a servant above his master.”   
Matthew 10:24

Financial Summary as of 
January 1, 2015

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 144,688.05 
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 149,069.64
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 2,891.06
General Fund offerings (ytd) $174,815.79
Designated Missions (ytd) $ 24,255.50
Love offerings (ytd) $ 6,760.00
Benevolence (ytd) $ 1,060.00
Total offerings (ytd) $206,891.29
December Love offerings $ 1,590.00
December General Fund offerings $ 22,662.26
December Designated Missions $ 17,415.00
Building Fund balance $141,916.99
Missions Fund balance $ 8,293.47
General Fund balance $ 60,618.45
  

Consider making these rules your own for 2015
• Be diligent in secret prayer, every morning and 

evening
•  Never spend a moment in mere idleness
• Restrain natural appetites within the bounds of 

temperance and purity 
•  Suppress every emotion of anger and ill will
•  Undertake nothing from motives of ambition or love 

of fame
•  Never do that which, at the moment, appears to be 

displeasing to God
•  Seek opportunities of making some sacrifice for the 

good of others
• Endeavor to rejoice in every loss and suffering 

incurred for Christ’s sake and the gospel’s

Judson ended his list of rules by saying, "God grant me grace to keep 
the above rules, and ever live to His glory, for Jesus Christ’s sake."

Rules for Holy Living 
Adoniram Judson



Freedom in the Biblical sense is not becoming 
independent and autonomous in order to do as we 
please. We are free in Christ but we are also, as 
Peter says, “servants of God.” The word Peter used 
is actually slaves. The term signifies that a man or 
woman is completely owned by another and that 
they had no rights. We are not in bondage to sin 
but we are in bondage to God. Thus our freedom 
is for the purpose of serving God. “Only in God’s 
joyful slavery is there true freedom” (Peter Davids). 
Submission to God results in true freedom of man.  
Plato once said, “How can a man be happy who 

is the servant of anything?” He couldn’t imagine 
anyone being happy so long as he was a slave. But 
there is true joy in servitude to Christ! There is no 
degradation or humiliation associated with service 
to Christ. He is a gentle taskmaster and service to 
him is pleasant. 
What Peter says is not easy for American Christians 

to heed. Americans are brought up to love liberty. 
From our childhood we are taught the history of our 
country and about the fight for freedom. We learn 
about the sons of liberty (as they were called in 
Boston), about Paul Revere’s freedom ride, about 
the Bill of Rights, and about Patrick Henry’s speech 
where he said, “Give me liberty or give me death.” 
Our history is replete with the sound of liberty and 
freedom!
But even considering our freedom as Americans, 

it doesn’t mean we can live as we want. We are not 
free to act as we please. We live under laws and are 
responsible as citizens to obey them for the good 
of the public as well as for ourselves. Yet we all 
know that the spirit of antinomianism and anarchy is 
running rampant in our land. And why is that so? It 
is because people have forgotten that there are limits 
to freedom. Every man is doing that which is right 
in his own eyes and thinks he has the constitutional 
right to do so.
In like manner, some in the Christian community 

see liberty in the same way. They think God has 
freed them from sin and the law so they can live any 
way they like! But that is not freedom—it is slavery. 
Freedom is being released to serve God. The true 
Christian is the person who desires to obey God. His 
new, heaven-sent nature wishes to do and to be all 
that God wants of him. That is Christian freedom!
It is as Jesus said. “So if the Son sets you free, you 

will be free indeed” (Jn 8:36). Are you free?

Christian Freedom  
T h e r e  a r e  m a n y 

Christians today who, 
because of the freedom 
they have in Christ, 
forget that they are also 
servants of God and 
must live in obedience 
to him. Simon Peter 
exhorted us in this 
manner: “Live as people 

who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up 
for evil, but living as servants of God” (1 Peter 2:16).
One of the most cherished treasures we possess as 

Christians is freedom. This theme recurs again and 
again in the NT. “And you shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free” (Jn 8:32).   “… the sons 
are free” (Mt 17:26). “For the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin 
and death” (Rom 8:2). “Stand fast therefore in the 
liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not 
be entangled again with a yoke of bondage” (Gal 5:1).  
But the question is, “How are we to understand this 

freedom?” Is Christian freedom a license to live as 
we please? Obviously not, or else Peter would not 
have said, “Not using your freedom as a cover-up for 
evil.” Paul chimed in on this theme also when he said, 
“For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only 
do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another” (Gal 5:13).
Freedom for the Christian must be qualified. God 

frees us to serve him. Our freedom is freedom from 
the condemnation of sin and the bondage of the law. 
But this freedom does not release us from servitude to 
God. That is true Christian freedom. It is not bondage 
to serve God; it is freedom! 
Peter recognized that there was a danger of 

Christians misunderstanding talk of freedom, so he 
issued a strong warning. He says not to use liberty 
as a cloak for vice. He plainly says that we are not to 
use our freedom “as a cover-up for evil.” The word 
“cover-up” means a cloak or a veil.  
The idea is that some professed Christians try to 

conceal their wickedness by crying “freedom.”  But 
with Christian liberty comes responsibility. We do 
not have freedom to do wrong! The cry of Christian 
freedom must not become a slogan for wickedness. 
We cannot twist and distort the notion of Christian 
freedom in order to justify licentiousness.



Question 7: What are the decrees 
of God?

Answer:  The decrees of God are 
His eternal purpose, according 
to the counsel of His own will, 
whereby for His own glory He has foreordained 
whatsoever comes to pass.

Scriptural Proof: Ephesians 1:11-12 [also Romans 
11:36; Daniel 4:35; Isaiah 46:10; Psalm 115:3; Amos 
3:6]

Commentary: “The decrees of God are his eternal 
purpose.” God’s purpose for the world is eternal 
because there never was a time when he didn’t know 
what he was going to do. God doesn’t make plans in 
the course of time in accordance with current events. 
God himself is eternal and he knows the end from the 
beginning because he planned all things.
The decrees of God are his eternal purpose “according 
to the counsel of his own will.” God’s purpose accords 
with the counsel of his will. He did not consult anyone 
else. He thought it all up. He did not need to consult 
with anyone else. There isn’t anything that he does not 
know. He is omniscient. 
The decrees of God are his eternal purpose according 
to the counsel of his own will “whereby for his own 
glory he has foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.” 
All plans were made in order to maximize the display 
of his glory. On top of that, nothing falls outside the 
decrees of God. Whatever comes to pass, God has 
foreordained. God’s Providence is what happens in 
time. God’s Decrees are in place from eternity and 
from his decrees come all things that happen. Nothing 
comes to pass by chance.
The answer to the question, “What are the decrees of 
God?” could be summarized quite simply as, “God’s 
decrees are his own plans for history. And they 
always happen” (Piper). Understanding this “should 
greatly increase our trust in him, especially in difficult 
circumstances” (Grudem).

BOOK REVIEW
Life-Transforming Truth: An 
Introduction to the Doctrines 
of Grace,
by William Payne, Joshua Press, 
2001, pp. 80.

The body looks healthy on the outside, but 
inside a sickness has set in. With the line 
between truth and error blurred, theologi-
cal distinctives considered inconsequential, 
and the pulpit becoming the focal point of 
a commitment to entertainment rather than 
the faithful ministry of the Word of God, 
postmodern evangelicalism is suffering from 
theological anemia. In spite of this weaken-

ing state, a strengthening cure is available.
In Life-Transforming truth: An Introduction to the Doc-
trines of Grace, William E. Payne has provided the mega-
vitamins so needed today. With a thoroughly biblical 
approach coupled with clarity of thought and expression, 
Life-transforming Truth is the perfect primer for a weak 
and ailing Christian church. Explaining and amplifying “the 
doctrines of grace with the grace of the doctrines,” Pastor 
Payne provides answers to the profound questions of those 
struggling with the wonderful truth of God’s sovereign grace 
while strengthening and bringing a deeper understanding 
to those already embracing these God-honoring doctrines. 
Topics are: understanding depravity, rejoicing in election, 
affirming particular redemption, effectual calling, explaining 
perseverance, exploring regeneration, declaring justification, 
experiencing sanctification, the privilege of adoption, the 
hope of glorification. 
Be prepared to be challenged and changed as you read 
these pages and discover God’s gracious dealings with 
humankind. These truths will transform your life – from 
the inside out – as you consider God’s wonderful kindness 
to a sinful world. 
William E. Payne was born in Liverpool, England. He 
immigrated to Canada in 1959 and spent his life in the 
pastorate, preaching, teaching, and counseling. He pastored 
two churches before founding Trinity Baptist Church, in 
Burlington, Ontario, where he remained for 24 years till 
his death in 1997. He also taught Pastoral Theology and 
Homiletics for 15 years at Toronto Baptist Seminary. He 
edited Reformation Canada, wrote several pamphlets and 
was a noted conference speaker.

with Scripture Proofs

January 4 – First Sunday meal after 
the morning worship service (no Sunday 
School). The ordinance of the Lord’s 
Supper will be observed at the 12:30 
afternoon meeting.
February 1 – The Annual Church 
Business Meeting will be held in the 
afternoon service.

The Benefit of Weakness
“Weakness with watchfulness will 
stand, when strength with too much 

confidence fails. Weakness, with acknowledgement of 
it, is the fittest seat and subject for God to perfect his 
strength in, for consciousness of our infirmities drives 
us out of ourselves to him in whom our strength lies” 
(The Bruised Reed).

Richard Sibbes 
Puritan Quotes

Spurgeon’s Catechism 



This is the third in a series of 
articles on the Beatitudes, those 
searching pronouncements our 
Lord made at the beginning of His 
Sermon on the Mount. We already 
looked at the first Beatitude, where 
Jesus said ‘Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.’ (Matthew 5:3) 
We saw there that Jesus spoke, 

not of material poverty, but of 
spiritual bankruptcy. He spoke of 
sinful people, who in profound 
repentance, acknowledged their 
complete lack of worth before 
a holy God. He said that these 
people, and only these people, 
are blessed. These are the people 
who have seen their only hope is 
in a Savior. These are the people 
whom God has blessed with 
citizenship in the ‘kingdom of 
heaven.’ There is no one in the 
kingdom of heaven that is not 
‘poor in spirit.’
Before  proceeding to  the 

details of the next Beatitude, 
we should step back and note 
some important points. First, 
none of the descriptions found 
in the Beatitudes are natural 
human characteristics. In fact, 
they are otherworldly; they are 
characteristics of people in God’s 
kingdom. 
Secondly, there is a very definite 

order in the Beatitudes; a definite 
spiritual and logical sequence. 
Each one implies, even demands, 
the next. You cannot be ‘poor in 
spirit’ without ‘mourning’ over 
your condition.
Finally, the Beatitudes must 

be taken as a whole. They are 
a complete description of the 
essential characteristics of the 
Christian. While we study them 
individually to facilitate our 
understanding, we must never 
isolate one from the others. Doing 
so inevitably leads to unbalanced 
and false conclusions.
Now, with this background, we 

come to the second Beatitude. In 
Matthew 5:4, Jesus said ‘Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted.’ We must first understand 
that this is not typical mourning. It is 
not grief over the loss of a loved one 
or a friend. Neither is it sorrow over 
a wayward child nor despair over the 
loss of a job. It is, like the poverty 
Jesus spoke of in verse 3, spiritual in 
its origin and nature.
John MacArthur says that the 

mourning Jesus speaks of here is a 
godly sorrow, a godly mourning. It is 
a mourning over sin that only those 
who either sincerely desire to belong 
to Jesus or who already belong to 
Him can experience. It is a mourning 
over sin that leads to repentance. 
Paul, writing to the saints at Corinth 
said ‘For godly grief produces a 
repentance that leads to salvation…’ 
(2 Cor 7:10) So we see that this 
mourning is part of the process God 
uses to bring a person to saving faith.
But this godly mourning is also part 

of our lives as Christians in this fallen 
world. The Christian is a person who 
agrees with Paul when he says ‘For 
I know that nothing good dwells in 
me, that is, in my flesh…’ (Romans 
7:18) For Christians this spiritual 
mourning necessarily follows being 
‘poor in spirit.’ As I confront God 
and His holiness and contemplate the 
life I am meant to live, I see myself in 
utter helplessness and hopelessness. I 
discover the quality of my spirit and 
immediately that causes me to mourn.
Martyn Lloyd-Jones says a Christian 

who truly faces himself and examines 
himself and his life is a person who 
necessarily mourns for his sins. 
Real self-examination will uncover 
thoughts, ideas, feelings and actions 
that are unworthy of our place in 
God’s kingdom. Realization of those 
things causes a sense of grief and 
sorrow and results in mourning that he 
was ever capable of such things. He 
discovers a war in his members and 
he hates it and he mourns it.
However, the Christian does not stop 

here. He also mourns over the sins of 

others. Luke tells us of our Lord’s 
sorrow concerning Jerusalem in 
the days prior to His crucifixion. 
‘And when he drew near and saw 
the city, he wept over it, saying, 
“Would that you, even you, had 
known on this day the things that 
make for peace…”’ (Luke 19:41-
42)
D. A. Carson says the Christian 

mourns for the sins and the 
blasphemies of his nation. He 
mourns for the erosion of the very 
concept of truth. He mourns over 
the greed, the cynicism, the lack of 
integrity. He mourns that there are 
so few mourners.
In a seeming paradox, our Lord 

says those who exhibit this godly 
sorrow will be blessed; that they 
will be spiritually prosperous. 
He says the blessing is that ‘they 
shall be comforted.’ The sinner 
mourns over his sinful state. He 
sees his utter sinfulness and his 
hopelessness. He looks for a 
Savior and finds the marvelous 
comfort of forgiveness in Jesus 
Christ.
This  not  only  happens  a t 

conversion, but it is something 
that continues in the Christian life. 
The Christian finds himself guilty 
of sin and at first it casts him down 
and makes him mourn. In turn, 
it drives him back to Christ. The 
moment he goes back to Christ, his 
peace and happiness return and he 
is comforted when he sees Christ 
as his perfect satisfaction.
A day of even greater comfort is 

coming for believers. Speaking 
of Christians, the Apostle John 
writes there is a time coming when 
God ‘…will dwell with them, and 
they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their 
God. He will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, and death shall 
be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the former things 
have passed away.’ (Revelation 
21:3-4)

Blessed are Those who Mourn…
Kevin Tucker


