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122 Walnut Street 

Madison, AL  35758 
256-837-8821

GBC Homepages 
http://www.gbcmadison-al.com

http://sermonaudio.com/gbcmadisonal
“Preaching the free grace of God which brings
a change of lifestyles, masters and destinies.”

Dean Olive, Pastor
–– February 2015 Issue ––

Nursery Schedule

Wednesday Evening
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

Schedule of Services
Normal Sunday Services

Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First Sunday Services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

February
01 Melanie Myatt and Lori Hewlett
08 Troy and Jessica Moseley
15 Linda Olive and Andrea Page
22 Amber Solan and Wilma Pinch
March
01 Jenny and Peter Lovassy
08 Vicki Johnson and Nellie McFadden
15 Melanie Myatt and Lori Hewlett
22 Troy and Jessica Moseley
29 Amber Solan and Wilma Pinch

Church Cleaning 
February -  Moseleys
March  -  Lovassys
April  -  Pages
May  -  Amis’s

“A disciple is not above his teacher, 
nor a servant above his master.”   
Matthew 10:24

Financial Summary as of 
February 1, 2015

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 12,057.38 
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 11,837.87
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 0.00
General Fund offerings (ytd) $    9,529.70
Designated Missions (ytd) $ 400.00
Love offerings (ytd) $ 0.00
Benevolence (ytd) $ 0.00
Total offerings (ytd) $    9,929.00
January Love offerings $ 0.00
January General Fund offerings $ 9,529.70
January Designated Missions $ 400.00
Building Fund balance $143,020.12
Missions Fund balance $ 5,689.32
General Fund balance $ 60,221.39
  

Mission Focus 

•  Wednesday – February 18 (7:00 PM)
Barry King
Director of Grace Baptist Partnership

•  Sunday – February 22
Sonny Simak
Church Planter with Grace Baptist Partnership

Sonny will be preaching in both services and he and 
his wife, Sarita, will be sharing their testimonies in 
Sunday School

with 



Christians almost entirely and much time was spent in 
singing choruses. There is a levity and carnality about 
such efforts which I simply cannot reconcile with the 
New Testament. There is no hope apart from revival.” 

Eifion Evans, writing in his book, Fire in the Thatch, 
describes revival by way of comparison to God saving 
sinners. He writes, “As God takes the initiative in man’s 
salvation, giving eternal life to the spiritually dead, so 
in a sovereign and gracious manner He imparts life and 
fruitfulness to a decaying church.” According to Mr. 
Evans, if revival comes in our day, the following things 
will be noticed among us.
1. The sense of God’s presence. In days of barrenness, 

our souls feel deprived and impoverished. Much of our 
religious duties are empty and shallow. But when revival 
comes, God is very near and very real to his people. A 
mighty sense of God’s presence pervades the soul in 
times of revival.
2. The display of God’s power. In revival, the preaching 

of God’s word takes hold of sinners like a vice-grip. 
Hardened sinners are melted under the sway of Spirit-
filled preaching. The Charismatic movement talks much 
about power, but the power on display in their meetings 
are emotional highs produced by entertainers and 
hucksters. Real revival is when the Spirit of God moves in 
such a way that makes men smite their breasts in sorrow 
and cry to God for mercy; it isn’t a feeling that makes 
them jump up and down with emotional excitement.   
3. The realization of God’s purpose. Spiritual awakenings 

spur missionary endeavors and other God ordained 
activities. The missionary enterprise begun in the 18th 
Century under William Carey was the fruit of the 
Evangelical Awakening. The missionary activity of 
Adoniram Judson and Luther Rice was the result of the 
2nd Great Awakening in America. Revival reminds the 
Church that God has not abandoned his plan for them to 
take the gospel to the ends of the earth.
4. The vindication of God’s promise. Revival demonstrates 

that God is a keeper of his Word. Every promise that God 
makes regarding the success of the gospel is multiplied in 
times of revival. On the basis of texts like Acts 3:25, “You 
are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God 
made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your 
offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed,’” 
people have prayed for revival and they have seen God 
pour out blessing upon them. 
Let’s pray earnestly that God will bring revival to our 

hearts. What the church needs desperately today is revival 
but there are no quick and easy methods by which we can 
insure that it will come. We cannot manufacture revival 
but we can pray and seek the Lord and we can hear and 
respond to his word. What God has done in the past is 
what we long to see him do in our own midst.

The Need for Revival
Psalm 85:6 

Perhaps the word that 
best describes what the 
church and the world are 
most in need of today is 
the word revival. One 
might say it needs Christ, 
or that it needs salvation, 
or a dozen other such 
things, but the idea of 
revival encompasses all 

of that and more. Wherever revival descends, Christ comes 
in glory to save.
The Psalmist prayed for revival. He sought the Lord and 

said, “Will you not revive us again, that your people may 
rejoice in you?” When dead or dying, God only can revive 
us. The Psalmist knew that God had been favorable to 
them before and was asking that he be favorable to them 
again. God has been favorable to us and we seek him to 
revive us. Thus we sing, “Revive us again, fill each heart 
with Thy love.” 
What is revival? The word revive simply means to live 

again, to be renewed in life. Revival is what our forefathers 
called the mighty awakenings they experienced when God 
moved in their churches and throughout their countries. 
Revival is spiritual awakening on a grand scale. Revival 
is the reversal of spiritual declension. It is God coming in 
mighty power, awakening his people to new life. Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones said that revival “means days of heaven on 
earth.”
Our country has tasted revival many times. Under the 

preaching of men like George Whitefield, Jonathan 
Edwards, and Ashael Nettleton, God sent two Great 
Awakenings to our land. 
How does revival come? Revival is the result of the 

sovereign activity of God. Revival is not necessarily to be 
equated with revival meetings. There is a vast difference 
between revivalism and revival. We must earnestly pray 
for revival, walk by faith and honor the Lord, and faithfully 
proclaim the gospel of Christ, but the Lord determines 
when and where the Spirit will fall. 
Revival is a time of great awakening when men and 

women in mass recognize their sinful state and are swept 
into the kingdom of Christ. These awakenings have 
been experienced in days gone in many places and we 
are desperately in need of such a movement of the Holy 
Spirit in our time. Martyn Lloyd-Jones once described the 
situation in England in the year 1946 to his good friend, 
Philip E. Hughes, in this way:

“You will be glad to know that the work at Westminster 
[Chapel] is progressing favourably… But the general 
state of the people in London and in the country is one 
of apathy and deadness. Mr. Tom B. Rees created a bit of 
excitement with a campaign at the Westminster Central 
Hall for six Saturday nights in the winter. But he drew 



Question 8:  How does God 
execute His decrees?
Answer:  God executes His 
decrees in the works of creation 
and providence.
Scriptural Proof: Revelation 4:11; Daniel 4:35 [also 
Isa 14:24, 27; Ps 104:24; Gen 1:1; Heb 11:3]
Commentary: To execute a decree is for God 
to perform, accomplish, or bring about what he 
eternally purposed to do. God brought to pass all that 
he has before ordained should be. God’s decrees are 
the decisions he made before the world was created. 
They are brought to pass in the works of creation 
and providence.
“The benefit of an emphasis on God’s decrees is that 
it helps us to realize that God does not make up plans 
suddenly as he goes along. He knows the end from 
the beginning, and he will accomplish all his good 
purposes. This should greatly increase our trust in 
him, especially in difficult circumstances” (Grudem).
One of the avenues by which God executes his 
decrees is in the works of creation. He creates or 
makes all things out of nothing in accordance with 
his eternal purposes. By the word of his power, God 
brought all things into existence. 
The other avenue by which God executes his decrees 
is in the works of providence. God not only creates, 
he also preserves and governs all things according 
to his eternal purpose and counsel. Providence refers 
to God’s general rule over the world he has created. 
His providence preserves and governs small things 
like the fall of a bird and big things like the election 
of a president.

BOOK REVIEW
Perspectives on the Extent 
of the Atonement: 3 Views, 
edited by Andrew Naselli and Mark 
Snoeberger, B&H Academic, 2015, 
pp. 256.

Perspectives on the Extent of the Atonement: 
3 Views, presents a point-counterpoint ex-
change concerning God’s intention in sending 
Christ to die on the cross. All three contribu-
tors, Carl Trueman, John Hammett, and Grant 
Osborne, recognize a substitutionary element 
in the atoning work of Christ, but disagree 
over the nature and objects of that substitution. 
 

Trueman argues that Christ’s atoning work secured the re-
demption of his elect alone. While infinite in value, Christ’s 
death was intended for and applied strictly to those whom the 
Father had elected unconditionally in eternity past. Hammett 
argues that Christ’s atoning work had multiple intentions. 
Of these intentions two rise to the fore: (1) the intention to 
accomplish atonement for God’s elect and (2) the intention 
to provide atonement for all mankind. Osborne argues that 
Christ’s atoning work provided atonement generally for all 
mankind. The application of that atoning work is condi-
tioned, however, on each person’s willingness to receive it.
D.A. Carson says, “In one sense this book breaks no new 
ground; it does not intend to. But I know no book that 
handles this subject with more scrupulous attention to fair-
ness and accuracy in debate.”

with Scripture Proofs

February 1 – The Annual Church Business 
Meeting will be held in the afternoon service.
February 18 – Barry King will be giving a report 
on the ministry of Grace Baptist Partnership.
February 20 – Ladies of Grace monthly meeting 
at 7:00 PM. The topic of discussion is adoption. 
Contact Lori Hewlett or Kristy Hines for more 
information.
February 22 – Sonny and Sarita Simak, with 
Grace Baptist Partnership, will be with us for 

the day. Sonny will be preaching in both services and he and his 
wife will inform us of their labors together in Southall, England.
March 1 – Communion will be observed in the afternoon service.
March 22 – Jonathan Moorhead, former professor of church 
history and systematic theology at the Samara Preacher’s Institute 
and Theological Seminary, Samara, Russia, will be preaching in 
the evening service.
April 5 – Easter Sunday services at 9:30 AM and 6 PM. No first 
Sunday meal or Sunday School.
April 12 – 25th Anniversary Celebration of GBC. Brandon 
Meeks will be preaching at 9:30 AM and 1 PM. A meal will be 
served at 11:30 AM. 
June 12-14 – Bible Conference with David Ellis. Barbara Ellis 
will be coming with David and speaking to the ladies on Saturday 
morning, June 13. 
July 19 – Baruch Maoz, retired Reformed Baptist pastor from 
Tel Aviv, Israel, will be preaching in the morning worship hour 
and taking the SS class to tell us about what it is like to be a 
Christian in Israel.

The Covenant of Grace
“What is the gospel itself but a mer-

ciful moderation, in which Christ’s obedience is es-
teemed ours, and our sins laid upon him, wherein 
God, from being a judge, becomes our Father, par-
doning our sins and accepting our obedience, though 
feeble and blemished? We are now brought to heav-
en under the covenant of grace by a way of love and 
mercy.”

Richard Sibbes 
Puritan Quotes

Spurgeon’s Catechism 



This is the fourth in a series of 
articles on the Beatitudes where 
our Lord lays out the essential 
characteristics of the people who 
are citizens of His kingdom. We 
have previously heard Jesus say 
that those who are poor in spirit 
and those who mourn are blessed. 
Now, in Matthew 5:5, Jesus says 
‘Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the earth.’
Jesus’ Jewish listeners must have 

been astounded to hear Him utter 
those words. They were looking 
for a powerful Messiah, one who 
would deliver them from the 
reign of Rome. John MacArthur 
says the idea of a meek Messiah 
leading meek people was far from 
any of their ideas of the messianic 
kingdom. They, like the people of 
our time, did not understand the 
power of meekness.
Two introductory thoughts will 

be helpful before proceeding to 
examine Jesus’ pronouncement 
in detail. First, the world thinks 
in terms of strength and power, 
of ability and self-assurance and 
aggressiveness. But our Lord 
said ‘Blessed are the meek.’ 
Jesus reminds us that Christians 
are essentially and completely 
different from those in the world. 
We are new people, new creations; 
we belong to an entirely different 
kingdom.
Secondly, this Beatitude logically 

follows the first two. MacArthur 
notes that poverty of spirit is 
negative and leads to mourning. 
Meekness is positive and results in 
our seeking righteousness (which 
is the fourth Beatitude). Being 
poor in spirit causes us to turn 
away from ourselves in mourning, 
and meekness causes us to turn 
toward God for righteousness. 
The essential difference between 
poverty of spirit and meekness 
is that recognition of spiritual 
poverty has to do with a person’s 
assessment of himself, especially 
with respect to God. Meekness has 
more to do with our relationship to 
others, both God and men.

With these thoughts in mind, we can 
look closer at this meekness Jesus 
commends. We see that meekness 
has always been God’s way for man. 
We are told in Numbers 12:3 that 
Moses, the Jew’s great deliver and 
law-giver ‘…was very meek, more 
than all people who were on the face 
of the earth.’ David, the Jews’ great 
King and military leader knew that the 
LORD ‘…leads the humble in what is 
right, and teaches the humble his way.’ 
(Psalm 25:9)
Paul teaches us about meekness in 

his letter to the Christians at Philippi. 
‘Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of 
others.’ Continuing, Paul reminds us of 
our Lord’s great example of meekness. 
‘Have this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, did 
not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, but emptied himself, 
by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. And being 
found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.’ 
(Philippians 2:3-4, 5-8) 
Here we see the eternal Son of 

God, Creator and Sustainer of all 
things, holding not to His infinite 
power and majesty and glory. We see 
Him emptying Himself to become a 
servant, and then dying in humiliation 
on the cross. In his hymn Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing, Charles Wesley 
rightly refers to Jesus as everlasting 
Lord, Prince of Peace and Sun of 
Righteousness. But then he says of 
this same Jesus, “Mild He lays His 
glory by, born that man no more may 
die.” This is the supreme example of 
meekness.
This meekness that Jesus commends 

in His followers has nothing to do with 
weakness. It is neither cowardice nor 
lack of conviction nor mere human 
niceness. Jesus’ example teaches us 
that meekness is compatible with great 
strength and power and authority. We 

see the spirit of meekness in Christ 
who both defended the glory of His 
Father and gave Himself in sacrifice 
for others. Jesus showed us that 
meekness is power completely 
surrendered to God’s control.

For us as Christians, Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones says meekness is an 
essentially true view of ourselves 
and expresses itself in attitude and 
conduct with respect to others. 
This true view of self precludes an 
attitude of pride. The meek person 
does not assert himself nor does 
he demand anything for himself. 
Further, he is not sensitive about 
himself nor is he always watching 
out for his own interests. The meek 
person has no spirit of retaliation 
against others. To be meek, in 
other words, means to be finished 
with self. 

Jesus promised that those who 
are meek ‘shall inherit the earth.’ 
In a sense, the meek have already 
inherited the earth. The person who 
is truly meek is one who is always 
satisfied. He is a person who is 
ever content ‘… having nothing, 
yet possessing everything.’ (2 
Corinthians 6:10) After warning the 
Corinthians about boasting, Paul 
tells them, ‘… For all things are 
yours, whether Paul or Apollos or 
Cephas or the world or life or death 
or the present or the future—all are 
yours, and you are Christ’s, and 
Christ is God’s.’ (1 Corinthians 
3:21-23) All things belong to the 
truly meek; they have already 
inherited the earth.

In another sense, we await the 
ultimate fulfillment of this promise. 
Paul tells the Corinthians that ‘…
the saints will judge the world.’ (1 
Corinthians 6:2) Paul also writes 
to the Romans telling them that 
‘…we are children of God, and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God 
and fellow heirs with Christ…’ 
(Romans 8:16-17) That is to say 
that we will inherit the earth.

Blessed are the Meek…
Kevin Tucker


