
Grace Baptist Church
122 Walnut Street 

Madison, AL  35758 
256-837-8821

GBC Homepages 
http://www.gbcmadison-al.com

http://sermonaudio.com/gbcmadisonal
https://www.facebook.com/GraceBaptistMadisonAL

“Preaching the free grace of God which brings
a change of lifestyles, masters and destinies.”

Dean Olive, Pastor
–– December 2015 Issue ––essenger

raceGM
Nursery Schedule

Wednesday Evening
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

Schedule of Services
Normal Sunday Services

Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First Sunday Services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

December 2015
06 Jenny and Peter Lovassy
13 Troy and Jessica Moseley
20 Melanie Myatt and Lori Hewlett
27 Wilma Pinch and Nellie McFadden
January 2016
03 Melanie Myatt and Andrea Page
10 Jenny and Peter Lovassy
17 Amber Solan and Vicki Johnson
24 Nellie McFadden and Lori Hewlett
31 Linda Olive and Wilma Pinch

Church Cleaning 
December -  Moseleys
January -  Volunteer needed
We praise God for all of you who partici-
pated in serving the church by cleaning 

the meeting house.

“A disciple is not above his teacher, 
nor a servant above his master.”   
Matthew 10:24

Financial Summary as of 
December 1, 2015

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $138,151.95
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 130,518.29
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 4,341.24
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 138,641.91
Designated Missions (ytd) $ 7,296.24
Love offerings (ytd) $ 4,445.00
Benevolence (ytd) $ 0.00
Total offerings (ytd) $ 167,449.10
November Love offerings $ 285.00
November General Fund offerings $ 17,057.95
November Designated Missions $ 515.00
Building Fund balance $164,973.19
Missions Fund balance $ 7,355.50
Adoption Fund balance $ 1,505.00
General Fund balance $ 51,226.51

A Christmas Celebration
December 20, 2015

Our friends at Providence Presbyterian Church will 
be joining us for a Christmas Celebration on Sunday 
Evening, December 20. We will eat a meal together 
and have a joint worship service.

•	 The Christmas Dinner will be served at 5 PM. 
We will provide the main course and the ladies of 
Providence Presbyterian will bring desserts.

•	 The Christmas Service will follow the meal at 
approximately 6 PM. The service will consist of 
Christmas hymns, Scripture reading, and a mes-
sage by Pastor Darren 
Thole.

Everyone is encouraged to 
attend and join in the time 
of fellowship and worship.



on many occasions. The incident that has parallels 
with this narrative is that of another Joseph going to 
Egypt, which made possible his family coming later 
in a time of great danger. As Egypt provided relief 
from famine for Jacob and his sons, so it provided 
Joseph and his family protection from Herod’s 
murderous design. 
Herod was a cruel man. When he heard from the 

wise men that the king of the Jews had been born, a 
jealous spirit was aroused in him. He determined to 
find the child and kill him. He would not have this 
child threaten his rule. For this reason Herod used 
the wise men in a plot to kill this child. But God 
warned the wise men not to return to Herod and he 
warned Joseph to take the child and his mother and 
flee to Egypt. 
Safety was to found in Egypt for Joseph and his 

family. It was outside Herod’s jurisdiction. Perhaps 
the expensive gifts brought to Jesus by the wise men 
paid for their trip and enabled them to stay in Egypt. 
When Herod realized that his scheme to find the 

child had failed, he tried to eliminate Jesus by having 
all the male infants in the Bethlehem region put to 
death. What cruelty! He didn’t hesitate to kill baby 
boys in hopes that one of them was the new born 
king. But he failed to kill the one who was born king 
of the Jews. He failed because God intervened and 
Joseph removed the child from danger.
Joseph was later directed to bring the child and his 

mother back to the land of Israel. He brought his 
family back at God’s word, but not to Judea, rather 
to the city of Nazareth in Galilee.
Jesus was from his birth “a man of sorrows.” 

The incident of Herod seeking his life and Joseph 
fleeing with his family to Egypt ought to change our 
perspective on Christmas! It isn’t quite the serene 
picture that we sometimes imagine. Satan was at 
work through Herod in seeking to destroy Christ. 
From the moment of his birth the devil was out to 
get him. 
But God was in control of these events. Joseph was 

compelled to take Jesus away by night and escape to 
Egypt, but that was part of God’s sovereign decree. 
According to Matthew 2:15, this was a fulfillment 
of prophecy.
Peace on earth was the purpose of Christ’s coming 

but evil was at work seeking his destruction. The 
providential hand of God, however, is evident in 
every episode relating to the birth of Christ. Jesus 
was kept safe from Herod’s evil design so that he 
might go as appointed to the cross and make peace 
by his shed blood. 

Peace on Earth and Evil at Work
A Christmas hymn of 
recent origin contains 
this stanza:
I n  B e t h l e h e m  a 
newborn  boy /was 
hai led with songs 
of praise and joy./
Then warning came 
of danger near;/King 

Herod’s troops would soon appear.

This stanza is based on the warning given to Joseph 
by the angel of the Lord in a dream one night after the 
birth of Jesus. The warning is recorded in Matthew 
2:13: “An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, ‘Rise, take the child and his mother, 
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, 
for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.’”
God told Joseph to flee to Egypt with Mary and 

the child because Herod was on a search and kill 
mission. Herod was out to destroy the newborn 
Messiah of Israel. It is true that Jesus would die in 
due time according to the will of God, but the time 
was not then. 
We often say, “Jesus was born to die.” And that is 

true. He came into the world to save sinners by giving 
himself as a sacrifice for our sins. However, his death 
would happen on God’s schedule, not Herod’s. Jesus 
would die at the appointed time at the appointed 
place. Thus the Father intervened in order to protect 
the Son that he might fulfill the purpose for which 
he came.
Wise men had come to Jerusalem searching for 

the child that was to be born king of the Jews. King 
Herod had the scholars of Israel determine where he 
was to be born. This was in Bethlehem, as Micah 
had prophesied centuries before. Herod passed this 
information along to the wise men and bid them to 
tell him where the child was when they found him. 
The wise men gave Jesus gifts and worshipped him, 

but rather than returning to tell Herod, they returned 
to their own country by another route. They didn’t 
go back to Jerusalem because they had been warned 
in a dream not to return.
Jesus was in danger. Joseph and Mary were also. 

Until the danger passed, they needed a place of 
refuge. The place they went to was Egypt. Joseph 
must take Mary and her child to Egypt, the country in 
north Africa southwest of Palestine. It was urgent that 
they go, not delaying the journey. It was necessary 
that they stay there until told otherwise.
Egypt had been a place of refuge for Jewish people 



Question 18: What is the misery of that 
state whereinto man fell?
Answer:  All mankind, by their fall, 
lost communion with God, are under 
His wrath and curse, and so made liable 
to all the miseries in this life, to death 
itself, and to pains of hell for ever.
Scriptural Proof: Genesis 3:8, 24; Ephesians 2:3, Galatians 
3:10; Romans 6:23; Matthew 25:41
Commentary: Communion with God was enjoyed by 
Adam and Eve prior to the Fall. But with sin came God’s 
wrath and curse. All mankind are now by nature children 
of wrath (Eph 2:3). 
Sin makes us liable to all the miseries of this life. With sin 
comes sickness, pain, sorrow, fear, and ultimately death. But 
death is not the end. There are miseries of this world and 
there are miseries of the world to come for all who remain 
in bondage to sin.
After death comes the pains of hell for ever. “The wicked 
shall be turned into hell” (Ps 9:17). Jesus will say to the lost 
on the last day, “Depart from me ye cursed into everlasting 
fire” (Mt 25:41). Oh, the woeful state of the unconverted! 
Misery in this world and indescribable misery in the world 
to come.
However, believers in Christ are delivered from sin and 
eternal woe. Jesus delivers from the wrath to come all who 
receive him by faith. Eternal bliss in heaven is the believers 
hope, not the pains of hell forever.
How shall we escape the wrath to come? By not neglecting 
so great a salvation! All who neglect salvation in Christ 
face certain judgment. Neglect is a serious matter. The 
punishment for neglecting salvation is severe. To turn away 
from Christ is to face eternal punishment from which there 
is no escape.
Jesus told a parable about a king who sent out an invitation 
for people to come to the wedding feast of his son, but they 
would not come. Jesus said, “But they paid no attention” 
(Mt 22:5). They neglected the invitation. They even put to 
death those who brought the invitation. So the king sent his 
troops and destroyed them. 
It is eternally dangerous to ignore Christ and turn away 
from him. But it is eternally rewarding to receive Christ 
and follow him!

BOOK REVIEW
Child in the Manger: The 
True Meaning of Christmas, 
by Sinclair Ferguson, Banner 
of Truth, pp. 216, 2015.

What is Christmas? For many it is a time 
for holidays, parties, family gatherings, 
gifts, meals together, music, and special 
events. For others it can mean unwanted 
pressure, an increased sense of loneliness, 
family squabbles, and crowded shops. For 
those living in the Northern Hemisphere, 
Christmas takes place at the onset of 
winter with its cold weather and short days. 
There are more incidents of depression at 

Christmas time than at any other time of the year. It is the 
best of times for some, but the worst of times for others. 
But what is Christmas really all about? Does it actually 

have any “meaning?” Child in the Manger – The True 
Meaning of Christmas, sets out to explore that question. 
When we find the answer we realize that it isn’t only for 
Christmas time. These pages are an invitation to explore 
what that meaning is. And if this book has come into your 
hands around Christmas time, may it help you to enjoy it 
in a new way! 
The birth of Jesus divided history into two major epochs. 

Until the dawn of our hyper-sensitive age, even the way we 
dated events underscored this. From time immemorial every 
day, every week, every month, every year has been described 
as either “B.C.” (Before Christ) or “A.D.” (Anno Domini, 
“in the year of our Lord”). Even the modern, pluralistic 
style abbreviations, B.C.E. (“Before the Common Era”) 
and C.E. (“Common Era”), cannot obliterate the indelible 
impress of Jesus’ birth. For what makes the “Common Era” 
so “common?” And what explains the dividing line date? 
The answer is the same: the birth of Jesus. At the very 

center of history stands the person of Jesus Christ. And he 
does so because he is at the center of God’s story. 

with Scripture Proofs

December 20 – Joint Christmas service 
on Sunday evening with our friends from 
Providence Presbyterian Church. We are 
hosting this year and pastor Darren Thole 
will be preaching God’s Word. A Christmas 
meal will be served at 5 PM (we take care 
of the meal and Providence takes care of 
the desserts) and the service of worship at 
6 PM. 
December 27 – Services at normal times 

but no Sunday School. Bob Marsh will be preaching at 
the 6 PM worship service.
January 3 – Observance of the Lord’s Supper in the 
12:30 afternoon service.
February 7 – Annual church business meeting in the 
afternoon at 12:30.
February 17 – Barry King will be preaching and giving 
a report about Grace Baptist Partnership in our mid-week 
meeting.

“Measure not God’s love and favour 
by your own feeling. The sun shines as clearly in 
the darkest day as it does in the brightest. The dif-
ference is not in the sun, but in some clouds which 
hinder the manifestation of the light thereof.”

Richard Sibbes 
Puritan Quotes

Spurgeon’s Catechism 

Judge not by Feeble Sense



There we are, sitting in the 
large public music hall listening 
to Handel’s “Messiah.” We’re 
feeling a bit claustrophobic before 
we start, our coats draped over 
our shoulders or chairs, and our 
bulky sweaters surrounding us 
like woolen nests. We’re heating 
up nicely as they sing, “For unto 
us a child is born; unto us a Son is 
given.” We continue to warm 
to the inspiring music as they 
reach, “And the government 
shall be upon His shou-ho-ho-
ho-ho-houlders.” 

 On our crowded row are 
many who don’t believe in 
the Son being sung about, yet 
are just as much enraptured by 
the music as we are. It’s the 
best of Christmas traditions 
regardless of the layers of 
fabric suffocating us—a 
favorite community event 
with superb music from the 
finest of our local musicians. 
It is expected each Christmas 
season and many of us, 
unbelievers included, would 
be disappointed if it were not 
happening.

 These same lovers of Christmas 
traditions will likely turn up at a 
church meeting this Christmas, 
which is every bit as much a 
seasonal event as going to the 
“Messiah”. Maybe they will go 
on a Sunday morning, or to a 
religious Christmas musical, or to 
a candlelight service in the church 
“Mom and Dad used to attend.” It’s 
tradition.

Seasonal Saints
There’s an irony in religious 
Christmas celebrations. Holiday-
only worshippers really do not 
love Christ. Rather, they prefer the 
opposite---avoiding Christ as much 
of the year as they possibly can. 
Thankfully, these celebrations and 
worship gatherings might introduce 
Christ to some who are seeking 

Him. But, for most who just want to be a 
little bit religious, this long-anticipated 
Christmas season brings out all kinds 
of hypocrisy.

 A holiday-only worshipper thinks that 
a little bit of Jesus goes a long way, and 
Christmas (and/or Easter) is certainly 
enough to pay respects to the concept.

 Christmas, if such easy-going folks 

were honest, is a little discomfiting 
precisely because of Jesus. But in that 
this is impossible, they will do their part 
to keep traditions alive. 

 Another Jesus
“If one comes and preaches another 
Jesus whom we have not preached . . . 
you bear this beautifully (2 Cor 11:4)” 
Another Jesus? In fact, “yes.” Some 
people can handle a little bit of Jesus 
with a certain amount of diffidence. But 
others must alter their Jesus to another 
of their own making. 

 “Another Jesus” might be a Jesus who 
remains in a manger, or a Jesus who 
indulges all humans in the world even 
those who reject Him, or One who 
does not proceed from the Father and is 
merely human. There are lots of Christs 
out there to choose from.  Such people 
try to re-invent Jesus rather than submit 

to the One who said hard things 
and who demands more than they 
want to give. They don’t want the 
One literally raised from the dead 
who will one day judge the world, 
and who offers a way of salvation 
that has to be “His way or no way.” 
Instead, they concoct a Jesus who is 
more compatible with the lusts and 
sophistry of their own hearts.

 Remade in our own image, 
Jesus can be attractive. And it 
is this Jesus of the imagination 
that so many can and do 
celebrate over Christmastime. 

 “O Come, Let Us Ignore 
Him.”
If you are one who sings to the 
one you run from or worships 
the Jesus you created in your 
own image, you have some 
choices to make. Should 
you stop celebrating the 
incarnation of the One who 
you don’t love or ever intend 
to follow? Should you just get 
honest about it all and end the 
charade? 

 Better than all other possible 
“solutions,” following the Christ 
you sing about would be the best. 
It’s a huge change, I understand, 
but entirely possible. Find a pastor 
of a Bible-teaching church or seek 
out a friend who actually loves and 
follows Christ to talk to. Read an 
easy-to-understand version of the 
New Testament about Christ and ask 
real questions. Seek the truth. Find 
a church that is serious about Him, 
and listen to what is being said. 

 Perhaps you prefer the annual 
hypocrisy, but I hope you will 
consider, this year, singing to the 
authentic Jesus you will now love 
and believe and follow regardless 
of the season! 
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O Come, Let Us Ignore Him:
 Singing Carols About the Jesus You Won’t Love

Jim Elliff


