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“Preaching the free grace of God which brings
a change of lifestyles, masters and destinies.”
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Nursery Schedule

Wednesday Evening
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

Schedule of Services
Normal Sunday Services

Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First Sunday Services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

November
02 Melanie Myatt and Lori Hewlett
09 Linda Olive and Andrea Page
16 Amber Solan and Wilma Pinch
23 Jenny and Peter Lovassy
30 Melanie Myatt and Nellie McFadden
December
07 Linda Olive and Andrea Page 
14 Vicki Johnson and Lori Hewlett
21 Amber Solan and Wilma Pinch
28 Jenny and Peter Lovassy

Church Cleaning 

November -  Parkers
December -  Olives

“Do not turn aside from following the 
LORD, but serve the Lord with all your 
heart.”  1 Samuel 12:20

Financial Summary as of 
November 1, 2014

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 120,573.37 
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 125,778.79
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 2,891.06
General Fund offerings (ytd) $136,384.18
Designated Missions (ytd) $ 6,125.50
Love offerings (ytd) $ 4,720.00
Benevolence (ytd) $ 1,060.00
Total offerings (ytd) $148,289.68
October Love offerings $ 1,835.00
October General Fund offerings $ 14,356.00
October Designated Missions $ 465.00
Building Fund balance $136,113.69
Missions Fund balance $ 6,260.37
General Fund balance $ 53,072.48
  

Why We Should Be 
Thankful

We deserve nothing good from God. We deserve everything 
bad including eternity in hell. We could probably nip un-
gratefulness in the bud if we could ever learn well what we 
deserve because of our sins. 

Try this mental exercise on Thanksgiving when you are 
feasting on turkey and dressing and enjoying a warm and 
comfortable home or apartment. Stop for a moment and 
look around at the abundance, the family, the nice clothes 
you have and all you enjoy, and then say to yourself, “I de-
serve hell.” Repeat it several times and believe it because 
it is true. 

Then thank God for even the next breath you are given. Be-
cause it is only “in Him” that we “live and move, and have 
our being” (Acts 17:26). 
       Jim Elliff



and dramatic” while others are “more quiet and 
unspectacular” (J.I. Packer), but all conversions have 
two things in common – the first is turning from sin 
and the other is turning to Christ.
When this happens in a person’s life, a remarkable 

change in their disposition occurs. Works are not 
the basis for salvation but they are the sure result 
of a genuine experience of turning to God in Christ.
The Thessalonians “turned to God from idols” 

(1 Thess. 1:9), which meant that they no longer 
worshipped and served those idols. They worshipped 
and served God! They lived their lives according to 
God’s Word. Such a change is the inevitable result 
of being saved. After Paul wrote those memorable 
words in his letter to the Ephesians about being saved 
by grace through faith and not by works (2:8–9), he 
followed immediately with these words, “For we 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand that 
we should walk in them” (10).
We read in the Gospel accounts of Matthew and 

Luke that John the Baptist called sinners to repent 
and bring forth the fruits of repentance. He told 
respondents to his preaching, “Bear fruit in keeping 
with repentance” (Mt 3:8; Lk 3:8). In the words of 
James, “Faith without works is dead” (2:26). Works 
reveal the genuineness of repentance and faith.
What this means is that people who profess to be 

Christians but continue to live in sin are not really 
Christians. The one who truly turns from sin to 
Christ will show it by producing fruit. No fruit, no 
salvation. You have heard it said, “Actions speak 
louder than words.” It isn’t what you say that reveals 
your salvation but what you do. Conversion, real and 
genuine conversion, can be seen in its effects.
We can’t simply make a profession of faith and get 

a ticket to heaven. We can’t live ever how we want 
to and have assurance that we are true believers. The 
gospel calls us to prove the genuineness of salvation 
by our deeds.
Have you repented of sin and believed in Christ? 

Repentance and faith are the paths by which sinners 
come to know the Lord. The Spirit of God works 
both repentance and faith in the heart of all who 
believe. Whoever turns from sin to Christ have their 
sins removed. Sins are cast into the depth of the sea. 
Remember, the gospel is for all peoples. There 

are no barriers to gospel salvation. There is no 
discrimination. No racial barriers, no geographical 
barriers, no social barriers. Jesus is the Savior of 
white and black, rich and poor, male and female, 
bond or free, socialist or capitalist, but the terms are 
repentance and faith.

Repent and Believe   
Salvation is offered 

freely to all. The gospel 
is for everyone. It is 
for Jewish sinners and 
Gentile sinners; it is for 
red and yellow, black 
and white; it is for the 
rich and the poor; it is 
for male and female; it 
is for the young and the 
old. It is for all people 

everywhere! It is for everyone because “all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23). 
And the conditions or terms of salvation are equally 

directed to all. The gospel calls sinners to repent and 
believe. Repent of sin and believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Paul once described his ministry as “testifying 
to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21).
Repentance literally refers to a change of mind. It is a 

change of mind that turns to God. One of the drills an 
army sergeant teaches new recruits is to do an about-
face. The recruits are taught how to turn from facing 
one way to facing the opposite way in an orderly and 
smart fashion. True repentance is a turning of mind, 
will and heart to the Lord. It is an about-face from 
sin and self to God and Christ. 
Wherever there is a turning from there is a turning 

to. The turning to is faith or believing in Christ. In 
true conversion there is always a turning from and a 
turning to. Paul called the Philippian jailer to “believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ” and declared that if he did 
so, he would be saved (Acts 16:31).
Repentance then is an about face from sin to Christ. 

And faith is embracing Christ, having turned from 
sin. He who repents believes, and he who believes 
repents. Salvation is the result of both. There must 
be repentance and faith. There must be a turning 
from sin and a turning to Christ. This is what we call 
conversion.
Conversion is the experience that secures the 

redemption which Christ purchased with his own 
blood. It is not something a sinner can initiate on his 
own, however. It is the result of the regenerating work 
of the Holy Spirit, who opens hard hearts (Acts 16:14) 
and blind eyes (2 Cor. 2:4–6). The Spirit brings about 
conviction of sin which then leads to conversion. 
The New Testament records numerous conversions. 

In the book of Acts we read about Paul’s conversion 
but also that of the eunuch (8:30ff.), Cornelius 
(10:44ff), Lydia (16:14), and the Philippian jailer 
(16:29ff.). Some conversions are “more violent 



Question 5: Are there more Gods than 
one?
Answer:  There is but one only 
(Deuteronomy 6:4), the living and 
true God (Jeremiah 10:10).
More Scripture Proof: 1 Corinthians 8:5-6; Isaiah 46:9; 
Mark 12:29, 32; Psalm 96:5.
Commentary: There are many that are called gods but 
there is only one true God. He himself says, “For I am God, 
and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me” 
(Isa 46:9). All other claimants are but pretenders. They are 
false gods created by the imagination of man. They are but 
worthless and lifeless idols.

Atheism says that there is no God. Christianity says that 
God exists. He reveals himself in creation (Ps 19:1; Rom. 
1:19-20). He reveals himself in Scripture (Ps 19:7-11). He 
reveals himself in Christ (Jn 1:1-18; Heb 1:1-3). God has 
placed an innate knowledge of himself within man. It is 
among the worst of sins to deny God.

Polytheism says that there are many gods. Christianity 
says that God is one. The ancient nations of Mesopotamia, 
Egypt, Assyria, etc. believed in a multiplicity of gods. In 
New Testament times, most people worshipped many gods 
(Acts 17). But Jehovah God is the only one true and living 
God (1 Thess. 1:9). He is the sole deity. 

The Scriptures denounce the worship of other gods with 
vigor and fury (Ex 23:13; Lev. 19:4; Ps 81:9; 1 Cor. 6:9-
10; 10:14). God will have no rivals. There is only one true 
God and to worship anything else is an abomination. God’s 
people must cleave entirely to him and not give themselves 
to any other. How foolish it is to worship anything as god 
other than the Creator, the Lord of heaven and earth. 

Let us beware of anything that will turn our minds and 
hearts away from God. Let us say with the psalmist, “O 
God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts 
for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land 
where there is no water” (Ps 63:1). Let us devote ourselves 
wholly unto him. William Cowper wrote, The dearest idol 
I have known/Whate’er that idol be/Help me to tear it from 
Thy throne/And worship only Thee.

BOOK REVIEW

Age of Opportunity: A Biblical 
Guide to Parenting Teens
by Paul David Tripp,  
published by Presbyterian and Reformed, 2001, 291pp.

What an encouraging and challenging book 
for parents. Tripp doesn’t pull any punches in 
this outstanding book that challenges parents 
to be more deliberate and intentional about 
their parenting. The primary emphasis of the 
book is getting through to parents that raising 
children is not about how they look, how well 
they score on some standardized test, or how 
many touchdowns they score, but ultimately if 
they have a heart for God. Tripp first deals with 

the perspective of parents on this issue refocusing them on 
what’s really important, then he dives in to encourage parents 
to pursue their teens and accept this stage of parenting as a 
God-given opportunity instead of dreading it and working to 
avoid it at all costs.
Tripp encourages parents to find a balance between protecting 

them from the world and allowing them to assimilate them-
selves into the world. Tripp knows that many parents of teens 
are tired and worn out - but he thinks that the reason is because 
they are spending too much time and energy addressing the 
wrong thing. Tripp warns parents that they should not focus 
on behavior modification, but be willing to spend the time and 
energy to find out the root causes which underlie their behavior. 
One theme constantly running through Age of Opportunity is 
the emphasis given to conversation - parents making the effort 
to talk with their children.
While the intended audience is parents with teenage children, 

much of the sage advice is applicable to parents with any age 
children and the book might be a better read for parents before 
their children hit the teen years. Outstanding book, easy-to-
read, biblically sound, challenging and encouraging - Age of 
Opportunity has my highest recommendation. 
Review by Dan Panetti

with Scripture Proofs

November 2 – The ordinance of the Lord’s 
Supper will be observed in the afternoon 
service.
November 5 – Irvin Steggles, pastor of 
Birchleigh Baptist Church, Kempton Park, 
South Africa, will be presenting the work of 
the African Pastor’s Conference and Africa 
Christian University. He is on the board of 
these institutions along with Erroll Hulse and 
Conrad Mbewe. It is a marvelous opportunity 

for us to learn about these exciting ministries.
November 19 – Steve Page will be giving the message from 
God’s Word before our prayer time.
November 26 – A Thanksgiving Prayer Meeting. Join us if 
you are in town and let’s lift up our hearts in song, prayer 
and testimony.
November 30 – Doug Page will be preaching in the evening 
service. He and Andrea will also be singing special music.
December 14 – We will be joining our friends at Providence 
Presbyterian Church for a Christmas meal and worship 
service at 5 PM. 

Our Sin Nature is Like a 
Sleeping Lion

“The sin of our nature is like a sleeping lion, 
the least thing that awakens it makes it rage. Though the 
sin of our nature seems quiet, and lies as fire hid under 
the embers, yet if it be a little stirred and blown up by 
temptation, how quickly may it flame forth into scandal-
ous evils! Therefore we need always to walk watchfully. 
‘I say to you all, Watch’ (Mk. 8:37). A wandering heart 
heeds a watchful eye.”

Thomas Watson 
Puritan Preacher & Author

Spurgeon’s Catechism 



This article is the first in a series 
on what is commonly called The 
Beatitudes. The Beatitudes are 
found in the opening verses of 
our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount. 
This first article will serve as an 
introduction to put Jesus’ teachings 
in the Beatitudes in context and 
also to provide some preparatory 
information. 

The gospel of Matthew presents 
Jesus as the Messiah, the promised 
King. In chapters 1 and 2 we are 
told of Jesus’ virgin birth and 
deliverance from the evil of King 
Herod. In chapter 3, we see John 
the Baptist preparing the way for 
Jesus’ ministry. We also see Jesus’ 
baptism and God’s affirmation of 
His Son.  

Chapter 4 begins with Satan 
tempting Jesus in the wilderness. 
It ends with the beginning of Jesus’ 
earthly work as He ministered to the 
great crowds who followed Him. 
Matthew gives us a summary of 
Jesus’ ministry when he says ‘And 
he went throughout all Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the gospel of 
the kingdom …’ (Matthew 4:23) 
We also see Jesus’ message as 
He began ‘… to preach, saying, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.”’ (Matthew 4:17)

Now we come to the Sermon on 
the Mount as recorded in Matthew 
chapters 5-7. The Sermon on the 
Mount is one of the most familiar 
sections in the entire Bible. It 
contains not only the Beatitudes, 
but also teachings such as the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Golden Rule and 
others that many of us learned as 
children. It will be useful to take 
a brief look at the Sermon on the 
Mount in general before looking 
specifically at the Beatitudes 
themselves.

Though famil iar  to  many 
Christians, there is a great deal 
of misunderstanding about the 
Sermon on the Mount. So first, 
we must be clear about what it 

is. Simply put, it is the manifesto, the 
proclamation of the new King. Here 
our Lord proclaims the foundational 
truths of the gospel of the ‘kingdom 
of heaven.’ It is both a masterful 
exposition of the law and a forceful 
denial of legalism. 

It is not, as some teach, a social gospel. 
It is not just a series of wonderful moral 
teachings on how people should live; 
quite the opposite. Jesus expounds the 
full meaning of the law and shows 
it is humanly impossible to meet its 
demands.  He shows that it is not 
enough for people to try and do right, 
but that they must be right.

The Sermon on the Mount is important 
because it shows the absolute necessity 
of the new birth. Only those who share 
God’s own nature through Jesus Christ 
can fulfill its lofty demands. No part of 
Scripture more clearly shows man’s 
desperate situation apart from saving 
faith in Jesus Christ. The sermon 
intends to drive listeners to Jesus Christ 
as man’s only hope of meeting God’s 
standards.

The Sermon on the Mount is the 
masterful revelation from the King that 
offers blessing to those who come on 
His terms to true righteousness. It is 
God’s pattern for life in His kingdom.  
It shows the standards, the objectives 
and the motivations that, with God’s 
help, fulfill what God designed man to 
be. The life that is obedient to Jesus’ 
teaching found here is the only life that 
is pleasing to God.

The life obedient to Jesus’ teachings 
in the Sermon on the Mount is the 
Church’s greatest tool for evangelism. 
Christians who live this life are spiritual 
magnets. Church history shows this is 
the real path to revival.

So now we come to an overview 
of the Beatitudes, the opening 
pronouncements of the Sermon on 
the Mount. Matthew ended chapter 
4 by telling us of the beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry. He says that because 
Jesus healed every disease and every 
affliction His fame spread and great 
crowds of people began to follow Him. 

Then, in the first two verses of 
Matthew 5, we see the both the 
setting and our Lord’s purpose for 
the greatest sermon ever preached. 
‘Seeing the crowds, he went up 
on the mountain, and when he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 
And he opened his mouth and 
taught them …’ (Matthew 5:1-2) 

Each of Jesus’ pronouncements 
in the Beatitudes begins with the 
word ‘blessed.’ Blessed translates 
the Greek word ‘makarios.’ It can 
also be translated as ‘happiness.’ 
Kenneth Wuest, in his expanded 
translation of the New Testament, 
translates ‘makarios’ as ‘spiritually 
prosperous.’ It is an inward 
contentedness that is not affected 
by outward circumstances. It is the 
kind of happiness God desires for 
His children. 

This blessedness, this spiritual 
happiness, is based on the objective 
reality of the miracle of rebirth 
and transformation to a new life 
and divine nature. Happiness is 
something that the whole world 
is looking for. Unfortunately, the 
deceitfulness of sin offers happiness 
in ways that ultimately lead to final 
misery and wretchedness. 

So, we see immediately that 
the Beatitudes, indeed the entire 
sermon, describe a life that is other-
worldly, enabled only by the Holy 
Spirit abiding in believers. The 
Beatitudes describe those who are 
poor in spirit, those that mourn and 
the meek as the only ones who have 
this marvelous contentedness.  This 
view of blessedness is completely 
antithetical to the world’s view. 

But life in the kingdom of heaven 
is totally different than life in 
Satan’s worldly kingdom. Each of 
Jesus’ pronouncements is followed 
by a precious eternal promise of the 
blessings to be had only by those 
who are citizens of the kingdom.

In the next article we will begin 
to look in detail at our Lord’s 
brief but powerful description of 
kingdom life.

An Introduction to the Beatitudes
Kevin Tucker


