
 

Many Christians have associated loyalty to their nation 
or nationality with loyalty to God. The American 
evangelist, Billy Sunday, said, “Christianity and 
Patriotism are synonymous terms.” He fell into the 
trap of confusing the Christian faith with American 
patriotism.

It is good to have a deep commitment and love for 
our country but we need to remember that we are 
“sojourners and pilgrims” in an ungodly world (1 Pt. 
2:11). No loyalty is more important than our allegiance 
to Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords.  

We are blessed to be citizens of the United States of 
America but first and foremost “our citizenship is in 
heaven” (Phil. 3:20).
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Nursery Schedule

Wednesday Evening
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

Schedule of Services
Normal Sunday Services

Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First Sunday Services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

July
06 Troy and Jessi Moseley
13 Linda Olive and Andrea Page
20 Kevin and Sara Smith
27 Jenny and Peter Lovassy
August
03 Vicki Johnson and Kristin Scarbrough 
10 Lori Hewlett and Melanie Myatt
17 Troy and Jessi Moseley
24 Linda Olive and Andrea Page
31 Amber Sloan and Wilma Pinch

Church Cleaning 
July         -  Amber Solan / Kristy Hines
August         -  Moseleys
September    -  Pages

“Do not turn aside from following the 
LORD, but serve the Lord with all your 
heart.”  1 Samuel 12:20

Lawn Care
July          -  Dean Olive and Peter Lovassy
August         -  Moseleys
September    -  Amises

Financial Summary as of July 
1, 2014

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 72,344.01 
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 74,129.98
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 1,065.00
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 81,354.99
Designated Missions (ytd) $ 4,180.50
Love offerings (ytd) $ 2,235.00
Benevolence (ytd) $ 1,060.00
Total offerings (ytd) $ 88,830.49
June Love offerings $ 200.00
June General Fund offerings $ 16,886.46
June Designated Missions $ 415.00
Building Fund balance $129,532.65
Missions Fund balance $ 4,306.78
General Fund balance $ 55,884.90

Does Being a Christian Mean That I 
Should Be Patriotic?



but because he remembered his covenant, and would 
not violate that, nor alter the thing that had gone forth 
out of his lips, they were preserved from ruin and 
recovered from the brink of it. It was purely because 
he would be as good as his word.”
What God is today he has always been. God does 

not change in his essence. He is perpetually the same. 
He is not one way at a particular time in history and 
another way at a different time. What he was to Moses 
and David, what he was to Paul and John, he is to us. 
There is no change.
The Scriptures declare that “Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday, today, and forever” (Heb. 13:8). Earthly 
leaders rise and fall, they change from one era to the 
next, but Christ is constant. We never need fear that 
our God will change, that he will be different in the 
future than he was in the past.
This gives us great reason to trust in him. He is not 

fickle and subject to change in his character. He is sure 
to judge the wicked because of his holy character but 
he is sure to forgive the wicked if he seeks mercy in 
Christ. Upon this we can depend.
James said, “Every good gift and every perfect gift 

is from above, and comes down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is not variation or shadow 
of turning” (1:17). God does not change like shifting 
shadows. Shadows are always moving and changing 
in appearance. But not so God.
We read in Hebrews 6:17-18, “Thus God, determining 

to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the 
immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 
that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible 
for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who 
have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before 
us.” We should draw comfort and encouragement from 
this.
A.W. Pink said, “Human nature cannot be relied 

upon; but God can! However unstable I may be, 
however fickle my friends may prove, God changes 
not. If He varied as we do, if He willed one thing 
today and another tomorrow, if He were controlled by 
caprice, who could confide in Him? But, all praise to 
His glorious name, He is ever the same. His purpose 
is fixed, His will is stable, His word is sure. Here then 
is a rock on which we may fix our feet, while the 
mighty torrent is sweeping away everything around 
us. The permanence of God’s character guarantees the 
fulfillment of His promises.”
One of God’s creatures, the chameleon, has the 

fascinating ability to change colors. It can blend in 
to its environment by becoming the same color as its 
surroundings. Such an attribute is an admirable quality 
for a lizard but it would not be for God! How blessed 
it is to know that “nought changeth Thee.” 

The Unchanging God
When a man takes a 

wife (or vice versa) in 
our culture, he usually 
makes the following 
vow:

I take you to be 
my lawful wedded 
wife, to have and to 
hold from this day 
forward, for better 
for worse, for richer 

for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and 
to cherish, till death do us part, according to God’s 
holy ordinance.

The wedding vow is based on the assumption that we 
are going to change. Things might get better or they 
might get worse; we might become richer or we might 
become poorer; we may get sick or we may remain 
healthy. Though change is certain, the husband vows 
that he will continue to love and cherish his wife until 
death.  
But we are all sure to change! Change is part of what 

it means to be human. We are changing constantly. We 
change physically, emotionally, morally, mentally—you 
name the category, and it can be said that man changes. 
What we are today is different from the person we 
were 10 or 20 years ago! A look at ourselves in an old 
photograph demonstratively proclaims that we have 
changed.
God, however, is not a man. He is not subject to 

change. God says, “I am the LORD, I do not change; 
therefore, you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob” 
(Malachi 3:6). God does not change. God is immutable. 
The word mutable means capable of or subject to 
change or alteration. The word immutable means not 
subject or susceptible to change. Man is mutable, as 
reflected in the marriage vow, but God is immutable, 
as reflected in the Bible.
When we say that God is immutable, we mean that 

God does not change in his essence or in any of his 
attributes; we mean that God does not change in his 
purposes and promises. God neither evolves, grows, 
nor improves. He cannot change for the better, else he 
is not perfect; and he cannot change for the worse, else 
he is not God. Improvement is impossible with God, 
as is deterioration.
Great comfort is to be drawn from the unchangeable 

character of God! Matthew Henry said that the Jews 
“had reason to say that he was an unchangeable God, 
for he had been faithful to his covenant with them and 
their fathers; if he had not adhered to that, they would 
have been consumed long ago and cut off from being a 
people; they had been false and fickle in their conduct 
to him, and he might justly have abandoned them, and 
then they would soon have been consumed and ruined; 



Question 1: What is the chief end 
of man?

Answer: Man’s chief end is to 
glorify God, and to enjoy Him 
forever.

Scripture Proof: 1 Cor 10:31, “So, whether you eat or 
drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” 
Psalm 73:25, “Whom have I in heaven but you? And 
there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. My 
flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of 
my heart and my portion forever.”

Commentary by Thomas Boston: By man’s chief end 
is meant, the end which man was chiefly made for, and 
which he should chiefly seek to reach unto. It consists 
of two parts; his chief duty, and his chief happiness. 
Man’s chief duty is to glorify God. Man glorifies God, 
by thinking, speaking, and living to his glory. Man’s 
chief happiness is, to enjoy God as his God. This is 
man’s chief subordinate end. A sinner can never glorify 
God, until he first enjoy him as his God… Moreover, 
they who enjoy God as their God, are enabled to 
glorify him, by the Spirit of Christ dwelling in them 
as members of Christ (Rom. 8:26).
Wherefore, none that are out of Christ, reach the chief 
end of man: but they make themselves their chief 
end. Howbeit, believers do reach it: and they reach it, 
in so far as they shall, from the first moment of their 
believing, forever enjoy and glorify God; imperfectly 
indeed here, but perfectly in heaven.

BOOK REVIEW

This Little Church Went to 
Market
by Gary E. Gilly, EP Books, 
2005, pp. 142.

This book is a damning indictment of the 
market-driven churches that are so popular 
today. Having extensively studied the issues 
Gilley writes about in this book, I am comfort-
able saying that this is the best introduction to 
“the church in the age of entertainment” that I 
have read. Gilley contends that the church has 
sold out to our culture so that the influences of 
the culture have become the influences in the 
church. The most significant forces pressing 

against the church are entertainment, market driven philoso-
phies and psychology. These three are largely absent from the 
Bible, yet are startlingly prevalent in evangelical churches.

Having discussed the forces that are impacting the church, 
the author spends several chapters examining how these forces 
have impacted evangelical churches. He quotes extensively 
throughout the book from other believers who have covered 
this topic such as John MacArthur, Os Guinness and Michael 
Horton as well as from unbelievers such as Neal Postman. Fi-
nally he concludes that churches built on seeker sensitive model 
will be built on the wrong foundation, will teach the wrong 
message, will focus on the wrong need and will misunderstand 
preaching and worship. In other words, these churches will 
bear little resemblance to a New Testament, Christian church.

Throughout this book Gilley manages to approach the topics 
in a rational manner and never comes across as being obnoxious 
or blinded to the heart of the issues. He truly does understand 
both the New Testament model and the new evangelical model 
and is able to adequately compare them. This book examines 
contemporary issues and calls the church to return to the source 
to discover what God would have us be (Tim Challies).

with Scripture Proofs

July 6 – Lord’s Supper will be observed in the 
afternoon service. Remember, SS isn’t meeting 
on first Sundays in the summer.
July 16 – We will be joining our friends at 
Prosperity Presbyterian Church, Taft, TN, for the 
last night of their summer conference. The service 
begins at 7 PM. David Hammond is the preacher. 
A fish fry will be held at the church on Thursday 
evening. Contact Dana Crowell for more details.
July 20 – Missionary Scott Kemp, who will be 

off to South Africa the later part of August (dv), will be preaching 
in the evening service.
August  3 – Martin Rizley, former pastor of the Reformed Baptist 
Church of Texarkana, will be preaching God’s Word and sharing 
his upcoming mission work to Spain.
October 5-7 – Geoff Thomas, pastor of Alfred Place Baptist 
Church, Aberystwyth, Wales, is the preacher for our Fall Bible 
Conference in conjunction with our hosting the regional FIRE 
conference. He will be preaching on Sunday, Oct. 5, and then for 
the FIRE conference on Monday and Tuesday evenings, Oct. 6-7. 
The theme of the FIRE Conference is, TO SEEK AND TO SAVE: 
The Mission of Our Triune God. Also preaching on Tuesday, Oct. 
7, is Trevor Johnson, Don Currin, and Martin Rizley.

Willing to Let Go Those 
Lusts

“It is hard to prescribe a just measure 
of humiliation. It is the same in the new birth as 
in the natural. Some give birth with more pangs, 
and some with fewer. But would you like to know 
when you are bruised enough? When your spirit is 
so troubled that you are willing to let go those lusts 
which brought in the greatest income of pleasure 
and delight. When not only is sin discarded but you 
are disgusted with it, then you have been bruised 
enough. The medicine is strong enough when it has 
purged out the disease. The soul is bruised enough 
when the love of sin is purged out.”

Thomas Watson 
Puritan Preacher & Author

Spurgeon’s Catechism 



This is the last of four articles on 
the Lord’s Prayer from Matthew 
6:9-15. We have noted that it 
is really a model or outline for 
prayer given for instruction by 
our Lord to His followers. We also 
seen the Lord’s Prayer is divided 
into two parts. We have examined 
the first part where our Lord was 
concerned for God’s glory in 
terms of His name, His kingdom 
and His will in verses 9 and 10.

The second part, in verses 11-13, 
gives instruction on praying for 
our daily provision, forgiveness 
and protection from temptation. 
Having dealt with the first two 
petitions in this part, we come to 
the last one. In verse 13 Jesus says 
‘And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.’

We must first deal with something 
of an interpretive challenge before 
we can understand and properly 
apply this last petition. John 
MacArthur notes the Greek word 
(peirasmos) translated here as 
‘temptation’ is basically a neutral 
word having to do with a testing or 
a proving. Biblically, a temptation 
is an enticing to evil or sinful 
conduct. But peirasmos can also 
be translated as trial, as in a testing 
of our faith. The same word is 
used for both ideas because the 
primary difference in not in the 
testing or proving itself, but in a 
person’s response to it.

Chapter 1 of James’ letter is 
helpful here. He writes in verses 
2, 3 and 12, ‘Count it all joy, my 
brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, for you know that 
the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness… Blessed is the 
man who remains steadfast under 
trial, for when he has stood the 
test he will receive the crown of 
life.’ Here, peirasmos is translated 
‘trial.’ When a believer responds 
to testing in faithful obedience, 
the result is spiritual blessing. 
Importantly, God is also glorified. 

Verses  13-15 use peirasmos 
translated as ‘temptation.’ ‘Let no one 
say when he is tempted, “I am being 
tempted by God,” for God cannot 
be tempted with evil, and he himself 
tempts no one. But each person is 
tempted when he is lured and enticed 
by his own desire. Then desire when it 
has conceived gives birth to sin, and 
sin when it is fully grown brings forth 
death.’ When a believer succumbs to 
testing in doubt and disobedience, he 
is tempted to sin. Mired in his sin, it 
is impossible for him to glorify God.

We have just seen that one source of 
temptation and sin is our own internal 
lust and desire. The other of course is 
Satan. In his account of the temptation 
of Jesus, Matthew calls Satan the 
tempter. We know ‘…the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour.’ (1 Peter 5:8)

Matthew 6:13 clearly teaches that 
God never tempts anyone to sin. God’s 
holiness would not allow Him to lead 
anyone into an experience where 
they would be purposely caused to 
sin. The Puritan Thomas Watson asks 
rhetorically, “What king will tempt his 
subjects to break laws he himself has 
established?”

So, what is the meaning of ‘lead us 
not into temptation?’ Watson provides 
a concise and useful explanation when 
he writes, “The meaning is, that God 
would not suffer us to be overcome by 
temptation; that we may not be given 
up to the power of temptation, and be 
drawn into sin.”

Jesus has just instructed us on the 
necessity of confessing our sins 
and asking for God’s forgiveness in 
Matthew 6:12. Here in this petition, 
our Lord teaches us that we are to 
ask God to keep us from falling into 
fresh sins, from doing those things 
that would both wound our souls and 
rob God of the glory due Him. He 
reminds us that in our weakness we 
are constantly liable to go astray and 
fall into sin. 

Finally, Jesus tells us we should 
pray that God would ‘deliver us 
from evil.’ We can ask this with 
confidence knowing that God 
has already made the way. He ‘is 
faithful, and he will not let you be 
tempted beyond your ability, but 
with the temptation he will also 
provide the way of escape, that 
you may be able to endure it.’ (1 
Corinthians 10:13) 

The primary means of escape is 
submission to God. When we pray 
‘And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil’ we declare 
that we submit to His Word, which 
is our protection from sin. James 
urges us to ‘Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you.’ (James 
4:7) We must understand His Word 
before we can confidently submit 
to Him.

Jesus Himself provides our 
example. Matthew Chapter 4 gives 
the account of Satan’s temptation 
of our Lord in the wilderness. He 
tempted Jesus by the same three 
avenues by which we are tempted; 
the flesh, the world and the devil 
himself. Each time Jesus resisted 
by His understanding of, and 
reliance on, the Word of God. 

What was the result of Jesus’ 
submitting to God and resisting 
Satan? ‘Then the devil left him, 
and behold, angels came and were 
ministering to him.’ (Matthew 
4:11) With Christ as our example, 
so it will be for us, too.

This concludes our brief look into 
our Lord’s Prayer. The twentieth 
century missionary Samuel 
Zwemer reminds us of the wealth 
of it contents. He said it contains 
“every possible desire of the 
praying heart; it contains a whole 
world of spiritual requirements, 
and combines in simple language 
every divine promise, every 
human sorrow and want and every 
Christian aspiration for the good 
of others.”

Protection
Kevin Tucker


