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“Preaching the free grace of God which brings
a change of lifestyles, masters and destinies.”

Dean olive, Pastor
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nursery scheDule

Financial summary as oF 
January 1, 2014

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $149,956.00 
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $152,342.34
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 2,644.72
General Fund offerings (ytd) $135,039.57
Designated Missions (ytd) $ 17,340.00
Love offerings (ytd) $ 7,631.40
Disaster Relief (ytd) $ 1,175.00
Total offerings (ytd) $198,770.33
December Love offerings $ 1,805.00
December General Fund offerings $ 25,828.65
December Designated Missions $ 16,500.00
Building Fund balance $117,246.55
Missions Fund balance $ 20,793.89
General Fund balance $ 62,294.95
  

WeDnesDay eveninG
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

scheDule oF services

normal sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

January
06 Kristin Scarbrough and Lori Hewlett
13 Linda Olive and Vicki Johnson
19 Kevin and Sara Smith
25 Jenny and Peter Lovassy
Febuary
03 Melanie Myatt and Amber Solan
10 Troy and Jessi Moseley
17 Kristin Scarbrough and Lori Hewlett
24 Linda Olive and Vicki Johnson

church cleaninG 
January  -  Tuckers 
Febuary -  Lovassys
March  -  Volenteer still needed
April  -  Moseleys

“Do not turn aside from following the 
LORD, but serve the Lord with all your 
heart.”  
1 Samuel 12:20

Living the Christian life, by all biblical accounts, necessitates 
the passionate pursuit of personal holiness. 

Sanctification is never an elective course that a believer may 
or may not take. Neither is it an upper-level graduate study, 
required for only a few disciples. Instead, it is a core class, man-
dated for all Christians. Godliness is a lifelong study, for no one 
graduates from the school of Christ this side of heaven. 

Progress in personal holiness is absolutely crucial. The Bible 
says, "Pursue… holiness, without which no one will see the 
Lord" (Heb. 12:14). In other words, the path that leads to heav-
en must lead first to holiness. Jesus said, "Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they shall see God" (Matt. 5:8).

Growth in godliness marks all who are on the narrow path that 
leads to life. 

Steven J. Lawson

Pursue Holiness
 in 2014



The purpose of God telling this to Jeremiah was for 
encouragement. He needed to know that his mission, 
even his very life, was planned and purposed by God. 
Jeremiah’s birth didn’t catch God by surprise. It was 
foreordained from the foundation of the world. God 
knew him before he was formed in the womb.
What was true of Jeremiah is true of us. We owe our 

existence to God and God has made us for a purpose. 
We are told in Romans 9:21 that the potter has power 
over the clay, and that from the same lump, he makes 
“one vessel for honor and another for dishonor.” 
God’s plan for us began, as it did with Jeremiah, 
before we were formed in the womb. 
The implications of this are enormous. One of the 

significant suggestions is that life in the womb is 
sacred. In other words, life begins at conception. 
This can be proved biologically but it is also the 
teaching of Scripture. Jeremiah’s life also indicates 
purpose. God had a plan for him to fulfill. And the 
same is true of us. We are not just here. There is 
divine purpose with respect to each of us and it 
behooves us to discover what that purpose is and to 
fulfill our calling.
For most of us this calling involves being a parent, 

a father or mother. God’s gives us children and we 
are to bring them up “in the discipline and instruction 
of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). There is no greater calling 
than being a parent. There is no greater responsibility 
than being a parent. In case you haven’t noticed, 
children don’t raise themselves! It requires diligence 
and grace to teach them and model before them the 
gospel of Christ. And God would have us heed his 
Word in bringing our children up.
For all of us there is a calling that involves a 

vocation. God implants desires and abilities in each 
of us to do certain things. He makes one for this task 
and another for that task. And he bids us to glorify 
him in whatever direction in life we follow or in 
whatever occupation we take up (1 Cor. 10:31). For 
some that may mean missionary work or a pastoral 
charge, but even so-called secular work is sacred in 
God’s sight. Scripture bids us, “And whatever you 
do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the 
reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord 
Christ” (Col. 3:23-25).
As God had plans for Jeremiah, so he has plans for 

us. Like Jeremiah, we may recognize our weaknesses 
and inadequacies, but God gives us power to serve 
him in whatever realm he calls us to labor. We have 
a new year before with fresh beginnings. Let’s get 
more serious than we ever have before and serve the 
Lord with passion. “Whatever your hand finds to do, 
do it with your might” (Eccl. 9:10).

Jeremiah’s Example in Serving the Lord
When God cal led 

J e r e m i a h  t o  b e  a 
prophet, he said to him, 
“Before I formed you 
in the womb I knew 
you, and before you 
were born I consecrated 
y o u ;  I  a p p o i n t e d 
you a prophet to the 
nations” (Jeremiah 1:5). 
Jeremiah’s response 

was somewhat like that of Moses when God called 
him; he was reluctant and presented excuses. He 
protested by declaring that he was untrained and 
young. He said, “Ah, Lord God! Behold, I do not 
know how speak, for I am only a youth” (v. 6). 
Because he was inexperienced and young he deemed 
the task God appointed for him as too great. 
But God knew all about Jeremiah before he called 

him. So he told him, “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth,’ 
for to all whom I send you, you shall go, and whatever 
I command you, you shall speak” (v. 7). God equips 
those whom he calls. He gives them the ability to do 
what he commissions them to do! His youth and lack 
of speaking ability were irrelevant.
God went on to tell Jeremiah what kind of ministry 

he would have. He said, “Behold, I have put my 
words in your mouth. See, I have set you this day 
over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to 
break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and 
to plant” (vv. 9-10). His ministry would be mainly 
negative. Yes, he was called to build and to plant, but 
before that, he must root out, pull down, destroy, and 
throw down. His mission would be to stand before 
the king, the religious rulers, and the people of Judah 
and warn them of the coming judgment and call them 
to repentance.
His task would not be easy. He often stood alone 

and he was tempted to be silent, but the word of 
God welled up in his bones and he had to speak. He 
had to speak because that was what God had called 
him to do.
By modern day standards Jeremiah was not a 

successful prophet. The people refused to hear what 
he had to say. They ridiculed and rejected him; a 
conspiracy was formed to kill him; he was humiliated 
and persecuted. But fulfill his mission he did by 
faithfully doing what God called him to do.
One of the interesting things that we learn about 

God’s ordination of Jeremiah as a prophet is that 
it took place before he ever existed in his mother’s 
womb. Before his parents were married, even before 
they themselves were born, and even before the world 
was, God said to Jeremiah, “I knew you.”



We Believe

CHAPTER 29
BAPTism

1. Baptism is an ordinance of the New 
Testament instituted by Jesus Christ. 
It is intended to be, to the person 
baptized, a sign of his fellowship with 
Christ in His death and resurrection, 
and of his being engrafted into Christ, 
and of the remission of sins. It also indicates that the 
baptized person has given himself up to God, through 
Jesus Christ, so that he may live and conduct himself 
‘in newness of life’.
Mark 1:4; Acts 22:16; Rom. 6:3-5; Gal. 3:27; Col. 2:12

2. The only persons who can rightly submit themselves to 
this ordinance are those who actually profess repentance 
towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, being 
willing to yield obedience to Him.
Mark 16:16; Acts 2:41; 8:12, 36-37; 18:8

3. The outward element to be used in this ordinance is 
water, in which the believer is to be baptized in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 8:38

4. Immersion, that is to say, the dipping of the believer 
in water, is essential for the due administration of this 
ordinance.
Matt. 3:16; John 3:23

BOOK REVIEW
It’s Apparent… You’re a Parent: 
Raising Godly Children in Today’s 
World
John Lehman, Great Writing Publishing, 2013, 128 pp.

I’m a parent… Wow! How should I best 
navigate through the wonderful, new chal-
lenges and opportunities that are coming 
my way? What wisdom may be gleaned 
from the Bible, God’s living Word? Will 
God really enable the process to turn out 
well? 

In six helpful, easy-to-read chapters, John 
Lehman, a family pastor and himself a par-
ent and grandparent of several children, 

writes with passion and clarity on the great issues of bringing 
up children. Here you will read about topics such as getting 
ready to become a mom or dad, preparing an overarching 
goal for your child, demonstrating what it means to live in 
submission to the one, true God, facing the consequences 
God has directed when there is disobedience, cultivating a 
godly parental model that emphasizes practical godliness, 
and navigating wisely through the ages and stages that lead 
to adulthood. Rich in biblical content, this book will help 
steer you carefully through the many situations that come 
the way of all parents. 

John Lehman, a NANC counselor, was born in Indiana 
but spent fifteen of his first eighteen years of life in Taiwan. 
Early in his life, John felt called of God to help people, so 
that’s what he’s been doing throughout his ministry years. He 
trusts this book will be that help to prospective and present 
parents.  His children asked him to write a book for their 
use, and this is the result of that request.

The 1689 Confession of Faith

January 5 – Worship service at 9:30 AM and 
1:00 PM with Brunch between the services. 
No Sunday School. We will be observing the 
Lord’s Supper in the afternoon service (dv).

FeBruary 2 – The annual church business 
meeting will be conducted at 1:30 PM.

FeBruary 23 – Barry King, pastor of Grace 
Baptist Church, Edlesborough, England, 
and General Secretary for Grace Baptist 

Partnership, will be preaching. 

march 2 – Dr. Nathan Finn, Associate Professor of 
Historical Theology and Baptist Studies at Southeastern 
Theological Seminary, Wake Forrest, North Carolina, will 
be speaking in the two worship services and Sunday School.

april 4-6 – Spring Bible Conference with Dr. Brandon 
Meeks, pastor of Jonesville Bible Church, Jonesville, LA.

octoBer 5-7 – Geoff Thomas, pastor of Alfred Place 
Baptist Church, Aberystwyth, Wales, is the preacher for our 
Fall Bible Conference in conjunction with our hosting the 
regional FIRE conference. 

Keep your heart as you would keep a Gar-
den. Your heart is a garden; weed all sin 
out of your heart. Among the flowers of 
the heart, weeds will be growing—the 

weeds of pride, malice, and covetousness: these grow 
without planting and cultivating. Therefore be weed-
ing your heart daily by prayer, examination, and repen-
tance. 

Thomas Watson 
Puritan Preacher & Author

Christian Audio’s free giveaway 
this month is a great deal: the 
entire ESV Hear the Word Audio 
Bible (75 hours; retail: $29.99).

Download from: https://christianaudio.com/free

The excuses for reading and hearing God’s Word in 
2014 keep shrinking

Download the Entire ESV Bible on 
MP3: Free in January



“Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the Law, having become 
a curse for us-for it is written, 
‘Cursed is everyone who hangs 
on a tree’” (Gal. 3:13).

 With so many professing 
Christians in America; with 
so  many  mega -chu rches , 
Christian Colleges, Theological 
Seminaries, Bible and Theological 
Conferences; not to mention 
Christian publishing houses and 
recording studios, why then do 
so many Christians tend toward 
narcissism? Why does so much of 
American preaching focus on “felt 
needs” and psychotherapy? Why 
are so many American Christians 
depressed? Why are so many 
Christian families dysfunctional? 
Why are so-called millennials 
leaving the evangelical church? 

 I suggest the reason is a 
truncated gospel that seems to 
permeate the American culture. 
This is not a new phenomenon. 
It began as early as 1820 with 
the man-centered preaching 
of Charles Finney who denied 
the doctrine of the imputation 
of Adam’s sin (all are born as 
sinners because Adam, our 
federal head, sinned, Romans 
5:12-14) and the consequent 
total corruption of man without 
Christ’s redemptive work at 
Calvary. This, coupled with a 
desire to “fill the churches,” has 
resulted in a continued watering 
down of gospel preaching. Man 
generally does not know how bad 
he really is, and many preachers 
fail to tell him the truth. This kind 
of preaching does not play well 
in our culture. It sounds negative, 
judgmental, harsh, cruel.

 The Bible, however, our only 
authority, our only rule of faith 
and practice, tells us the sober 
truth about all people prior to 
regenerating grace [Rom. 3:9-
20]… If they knew the truth of 
their condition—that before a 
holy, holy, holy, righteous God, 

who will by no means leave the guilty 
unpunished, they now stand under 
the just wrath and condemnation of 
God, they face tribulation and distress 
all their days, and they, upon their 
deaths will be hurled into hell to 
suffer eternal torment away from the 
presence of the Lord and His glorious 
power—they would immediately do 
anything they could to remove the 
sentence of death and condemnation 
upon them. 

But they are at ease in Zion. They 
have convinced themselves that all is 
well with them. Consequently they 
have, at best, a perceived casual, 
flippant, jovial relationship with the 
Holy One. They have, perhaps, read 
in Scripture that God is a consuming 
fire, that He will judge His people, 
that it is a terrifying thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God, but they 
simply do not believe this applies to 
them. 

 But why is this the case? They have 
not considered the horror of Christ’s 
death at Calvary. Many martyrs 
were crucified, as Jesus was, and 
they stood boldly and triumphantly. 
And while crucifixion was indeed a 
horrible way to die, there have been 
far worse means of execution (e.g. 
being hanged, drawn, and quartered). 
So what made Jesus shrink back 
momentarily from the horrors of 
Calvary as He prayed in the Garden 
of Gethsemane? Jesus became a curse 
for us. Nothing was more heinous, 
more humiliating to a Jew than to 
die on a tree, in a public place (Deut. 
21:22-23). In fact the Jews largely 
rejected Jesus as Messiah because 
they could not possibly envision a 
King or Messiah dying in such a 
horrific manner… 

When Jesus cried out on the cross, 
“My God, My God why hast Thou 
forsaken Me” (Ps 22:1; Mt. 27:46), 
He was grieving the absence of His 
Father’s comforting presence. His 
Father really had deserted Him. In 
fact, the Father had damned His Son, 
had brought all the divine fury and 
wrath of unmitigated zeal, holiness, 

and righteous indignation upon 
Him. 

Don’t romanticize the cross 
of Jesus. This was the most 
horrifying spectacle the world 
has ever seen or will see. Nothing 
approaches it for abject terror. To 
put it another way, as the Father is 
angry with the sinner every day, as 
the Father hates the evil doer and 
those who shed innocent blood, 
for those few hours on the cross 
the Father hated His Son, was 
filled with unprecedented anger 
toward Him, and delighted in 
crushing Him, in rendering Him 
as the only guilt offering for sin. 

The Father deserted the Son at 
that time, not because He loved 
Him and could not bear to see Him 
suffer; but because all the sins of 
all God’s elect, all the just wrath 
and condemnation they deserve, 
all the hell fire they should receive 
was placed on Jesus. Indeed, God 
made Him who knew no sin to 
become sin on our behalf that we 
might become the righteousness 
of God in Christ (2 Cor. 5:21). Can 
you see something of the hatred 
God has for sin in how He poured 
out His wrath on His Son?... 

And you must utterly and 
completely reject, once and for 
all, the damning, false notion that 
Jesus is merely one of many ways 
to God. There is no other savior. A 
truncated, touchy-feely “gospel” 
will not save. Neither will Islam, 
Hinduism, or Buddhism. A so-
called “liberal gospel” will not 
save either. Jesus is not merely an 
example. He is the substitute who 
took upon Himself the very wrath 
of God in our place… Without the 
wrath of God we have no gospel at 
all. Therefore, my friends, glory in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Gal. 6:14).   

Al  Baker  is  the  director  of  The 
Alabama Church Planting Network and 
an Evangelistic Revival Preacher with 
Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship. 
Article edited to fit the space.

The Father Damned the Son
Al Baker


