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Financial summary as oF 
may 1, 2013

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 47,235.00 
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 51,813.91
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 981.50
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 50,337.34
Designated Missions (ytd) $ 4,333.00
Love offerings (ytd) $ 3,204.00
Total offerings (ytd) $ 57,874.34
April Love offerings $ 1,312.00
April General Fund offerings $ 14,221.21
April Designated Missions $ 902.00
Building Fund balance $ 105,806.54
Missions Fund balance $ 15,304.24
General Fund balance $ 66,698.04
  

WeDnesDay eveninG
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

scheDule oF services

normal sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

May
05 Pat and Kristy Hines
12 Kevin and Sara Smith
19 Kristin Scarbrough and Lori Hewlett
26 Linda Olive and Vicki Johnson
June
02 Jenny and Peter Lovassy
09 Troy and Jessi Moseley
16 Jon and Tanya Amis
23 Melanie Myatt and Amber Solan
30 Pat and Kristy Hines

church cleaninG 
May  - Myatts
June  - Dean & Linda Olive
July  - Scarboroughs
August  - Volunteer Needed

“Now therefore fear the 
LORD and serve him in sin-
cerity and in faithfulness.”   
Joshua 24:14a Motherhood Briefly 

Summarized
Pain. . . . . . . .  . endured
Sacrifices. .  . . . . . made
Sleep. . . . . . . . . . . . .lost
Diapers. . . . . . . changed
Clothes . . . . . . . .washed
Meals. . . . . . . . prepared
Laughter. . . . . . . .shared
Tears. . . . . . . . . . . .shed
Medicine. . administered
Band-aids. . .  . . applied 
Hugs. . . . . .  . . .enjoyed
Kisses. . . . . . . . . . given
Worry. . . . . .  . . . . . .felt 

Stories . . . . . . . . . . . told
Truth . . . . . . . . . . .taught
Books . . . . . . . . . . . read
Hymns . . . . . . . . . . sung
Prayers . . . . . . . . offered
Example . . . . . . . . . . .set
Jesus . . . . . . .  magnified
Nurture . . . . . . .provided
Love . . . . . .demonstrated
Joy. . . . . . . . . . . . known
Husband . . . . . . .grateful
Children . . . . . . . blessed
God . . . . . . . . .  glorified



1. Be sober-minded. This could be translated “be clear-
headed.” It means one is in control of himself. Not 
like a drunk man, who is unable to function properly 
because his defense is down, but like a sober man who 
is in control of all his faculties. 

2. Be watchful. This means to be alert, vigilant, and 
awake. The devil attacks at our weakest point when 
we least expect it. We must always be on guard. The 
opposite of this is spiritual drowsiness. Peter knew this 
by experience! He once slept while Jesus prayed.  Jesus 
had told him to “watch and pray” (Matt. 26:41), but he 
gave in to the weakness of the flesh and later succumbed 
to the temptation of the devil.

3. Give Resistance (9). “Resist him, firm in your faith.” To 
resist means to withstand, to be firm against. Resistance 
implies active, determined opposition. James tells us 
that if we resist the devil then he will flee from us 
(James 4:7).

We give resistance by being firm in our faith. The 
word firm means solid, hard, stiff. “In your faith” (ESV) 
indicates trust or personal faith. Since we are no match 
for the devil we must cast our cares on God. He will take 
care of us.
The NIV and NKJV has “in the faith.” The Greek does 

have the article, thus this could be taken to mean firm 
in doctrine, the body of teaching set forth in Scripture. 
Perhaps it is best for us to take it both subjectively as the 
ESV and objectively as the NIV. Charles Simeon says, 
“We must… hold fast the doctrines of faith… [and] we 
must also steadfastly exercise the grace of faith.”
You will notice that everything that Peter says in laying 

out this battle plan against the devil is defensive in nature. 
Paul did the same thing in Ephesians 6 when writing about 
the armor of God. We are not so much on the offensive 
against the devil as we are engaged in a defensive battle. 
We are to take defensive measures against our adversary.
With the devil nipping at your heels, be sober-minded, 

be watchful, and resist him by being steadfast in your/
the faith. And don’t be discouraged. You aren’t the only 
one he is after! 
Peter goes on to say, “Knowing that the same kinds of 

suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood 
throughout the world” (9). We are not alone in the fight. 
So let’s not get the Elijah complex and think we are the 
only one who is being hounded by the devil. We are all 
in this together and we all have the resource of Christ’s 
strength.
Let’s be continually on guard against this powerful 

adversary. He is a dangerous foe but he can be defeated. 
In fact, he has already been ultimately defeated by a Lion 
much more powerful than he, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, Jesus Christ our Lord. Our trust is in him!

A Lion Is On the Loose
God has a deep and 

abiding interest in his 
children. Proof of this is 
1 Peter 5:7. “Cast all your 
anxiety on him because he 
cares for you” (NIV). 

But God is not the 
only one interested in 
the believer. Satan is 
interested in us too, but 
not for the same reason! 

The next verse says, “Your adversary the devil walks about 
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (NKJ). 

Our spiritual good is the object of our heavenly Father; 
our eternal destruction is the object of our bitter adversary.

Who is this enemy that hates us so? The enemy of the 
saints is referred to as our “adversary the devil.” The 
word devil means accuser or slanderer. It is the primary 
title given to a fallen, personal, spiritual being who is the 
supreme enemy of God. 

The title devil tells us something about his character. 
He is a liar who brings false accusations. He is very 
malicious. Charles Simeon says, “Satan is the great 
adversary of mankind. It was he who caused the fall of 
our first parents. He has exerted a similar influence over 
all their descendants. He still maintains his enmity against 
the seed of the woman.”

He is also referred to as an adversary, or opponent, enemy. 
He is likened to a lion. Our adversary, the devil, “walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he devour.” To 
devour means to swallow, to gulp down. It is the word 
used in the Greek OT in Jonah 1:17 of the great fish 
swallowing Jonah. 

His ultimate aim, therefore, is to consume the saints. He 
would have us for a meal. He would ruin us spiritually. 
That is his goal. In that way he is like a lion! Not a calm, 
full, docile lion, but a roaring lion. A hungry lion is a 
ferocious beast who kills his prey and then swallows it.

The devil is like that. His avowed purpose is to devour 
his prey. He is on the prowl. He is after you and me even 
now. He is drooling at the mouth, hoping he can lure you 
and me away from the Lord. He is subtle, active, cruel, 
and powerful.

How are we to defend ourselves against this very real 
spiritual enemy? Three specific commands are given by 
Peter. Every soldier in the Lord’s army must obey them 
if they would successfully counter the enemies attack. 
Our adversary is great, but he is not invincible. “God has 
prescribed means whereby we also may vanquish him” 
(Simeon). He says, “Be sober-minded; be watchful… 
Resist him firmly in the faith” (8-9).



We Believe

CHAPTER 26 (PARAgRAPHs 1-3 of 15)
THE CHuRCH

1. The catholic or universal church is 
invisible in respect of the internal 
work of the Spirit and truth of grace. 
It consists of the whole number of the 
elect who have been, who are being, 
or who yet shall be gathered into one 
under Christ who is the church’s head. The church is 
the wife, the body, the fullness of Christ, who ‘fills all 
in all’. 
Eph. 1:10, 22-23; 5:23, 27, 32; Col. 1:18; Heb. 12:23

2. All persons throughout the world who profess to believe 
the gospel and to render gospel obedience unto God by 
Christ are, and may be called, visible saints, provided 
that they do not render void their profession of belief by 
holding fundamental errors or by living unholy lives; and 
of such persons all local churches should be composed.
Acts 11:26; Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2; Eph. 1:20-22 

3. The purest churches under heaven are liable to be 
troubled by mixture and error, and some have so far 
degenerated as no longer to be churches of Christ at all, 
but ‘synagogues of Satan’. Nevertheless, Christ always 
has had a kingdom in this world of such as believe in 
Him and profess His name, and He ever will have such 
a kingdom to the world’s end.
Ps. 72:17; 102:28; Matt. 16:18; 1 Cor. 5; 2 Thess. 2:11-
12; Rev. 2; 3; 12:17; 18:2

BOOK REVIEW
Puritan Portraits: J.I. Packer on 
Selected Classic Pastors and Pas-
toral Classics
Christian Focus Publications, 2012, 
192pp.

No one has done more than Dr Packer 
to re-introduce the Puritans. While this 
further work from him will be welcomed 
by many who have already read him 
on them, it is particularly designed to 
capture the attention of those who have 
yet to become enthusiasts. His own 
discovery of this rich mine, he tells us 
changed his life nearly seventy years 
ago. For him, the author who led the 
way was John Owen (‘I owe more, I 
think, to John Owen than to any other 

theologian’), followed by Richard Baxter, in praise of whom 
the book closes: ‘From my own acquaintance with him, I 
say to you all—clergy, layfolk, young Christians, senior 
Christians—get to know Baxter and stay with Baxter. He 
will always do you good.’

There are short biographical introductions to nine Puritans 
in all, but Packer’s object is to lead us to read the originals 
first-hand. He gives good guidance on where to start and 
on what may be found. For example, in introducing Owen 
on ‘The Mortification of Sin’, he instances four areas ‘in-
sufficiently emphasized today’: First, the holiness of God. 
Second, the significance of motivating desire. ‘In Scripture, 
as in Owen, desire is the index of one’s heart, and the motiva-
tion is the decisive test of whether actions are good or bad.’ 
Third, the need for self-scrutiny. Fourth, the life-changing 
power of God. Along with information, Packer, in Puritan 
style, includes his own exhortations… 

Time is a scarce commodity and some may think the best 
way to read the Puritans today is to pick up some modern 
digest or book of quotations. Packer is right to disagree. 
Don’t stop at substitutes, he will tell you—go to the foun-
tain head, read the Puritans themselves. And we would add, 
do not stop with the paperbacks! Who can say what great 
influence the Puritans

will yet have in the twenty-first century…
Iain H. Murray

The 1689 Confession of Faith

may 5 – The Lord’s Supper will be observed 
in the afternoon service at 1:30 PM. 
may 19 – Dana Crowell will be preaching in 
the evening service at 6 PM.
may 20-22 – The annual FIRE Conference 
will be held in Kirkland, Washington. Pray 
for David and Audrey Hoos as they attend the 
meeting, representing Grace Baptist Church.
may 29 – Daniel and Hannah Noren will 

be at our mid-week meeting. They are our missionaries in 
Sweden. They will give us an update of the Lord’s work 
there.
June 2 – Fred Smith will be preaching in the afternoon 
service after our first Sunday meal.

“Sinful men are full of sin; full of 
principles and acts of sin: their guilt 
is like great mountains, heaped one 
upon another, till the pile is grown up 
to heaven. They are totally corrupt, in 

every part, in all their faculties, and all the principles 
of their nature, their understandings, and wills; and 
in all their dispositions and affections. Their heads, 
their hearts, are totally depraved; all the members of 
their bodies are only instruments of sin; and all their 
senses, seeing, hearing, tasting, etc. are only inlets 
and outlets of sin, channels of corruption. There is 
nothing but sin, no good at all. Romans 7:18, ‘In me, 
that is, in my flesh, dwells no good thing.’ There is all 
manner of wickedness.”

The Wisdom of 
Jonathan Edwards

Graduations
Congratulations to Matthew Palazzolo and 
Trent Johnson who are graduating from 
high school this month. Please remember 
them in prayer as they map out their way 

in life. May the Lord bless you both and may you bring 
glory to Jesus Christ in all that you do.



She loved it! The deep blue 
four-inch vase sat in her glass 
cabinet for thirty years until 
her death. I’m convinced that 
she loved it more every year 
she lived. She didn’t have to 
say much about it. Just that 
fact that it sat there among 
other valuables and was dusted 
with cherished thoughts was 
enough. You could see mom 
having good memories.
I remember when I bought 

that blue vase for mom. I was 
on a trip with a school group 
when we stopped at a truck 
stop. There on the shelf was 
the blue vase, and in my pocket 
was some of my very own 
money. I’m not sure, as a grade-
school boy, that I had bought 
anything costing three dollars 
on my own before, but I didn’t 
hesitate. I really wanted to buy 
it for mom.
When mother died, I took 

the vase and put it in my 
own cabinet. It represents the 
unselfish, encouraging nature 
of my mother. She was always 
like that—making out that you 
were so special. She always told 
us that the four children were 
equally loved and appreciated, 
but I knew she loved me the 
most. We all thought that about 
ourselves.
Selfless moms have it hard. 

They must struggle daily with 
the demands of their calling. 
But thankfully most moms have 
a generous, self-sacrificing 
nature for their children. It 
is not to be despised. If it is 
once a day her selflessness is 
called on, it is twenty times 
a day. And if it is twenty, it is 
150,000 times in the twenty or 
so years while the children are 
being raised. And that’s just for 

starters.
Moms must be professional givers. 

They give their precious time, 
skills, energy, encouragement, and 
love unstintingly. It takes Christ in 
the woman to do that well.
I know that a lot of sinful stuff is 

hidden to the eyes of our children. 
Surely my parents weren’t perfect 
either. But they did seem perfect 
to me. It’s good of God to keep 
kids in the dark about how awful 
parents are. But, for the life of 
me, I think my mom really was 

special—mostly because she was 
so full of Christ.
“Let her works praise her in the 

gates,” the Proverb states. Indeed. 
The goodness of a Christ-filled 
woman is tangible, seen in a 
myriad of acts of love for her kids.
Why does she do them?
Part of the reason is what is called 

“common grace.” God graciously 
puts familial love in the hearts 
of all mothers. Society is better 
because of it. But add Christ to 
that, and you have something far 

richer.
Only a Christian mom can 

love that child “for Christ’s 
sake,” and “as unto the Lord.” 
Only a Christian mom can 
show her child what it means 
to be a true believer in Christ. 
Only a Christian mom can pray 
effectively for her child. Only 
a Christian mom can teach her 
children the truth about Jesus. 
Only a Christian mom can 
teach her kids what marriage is 
all about, even when times are 
difficult. And only a Christian 
mom can die as a lover of 
Christ, contentedly anticipating 
eternity in the house of her 
heavenly father.
You young men, marry a truly 

Christian woman. And children, 
thank God for the love God has 
had for you that he put you in 
a home with such a mother. 
Fathers, cherish the mother 
of your children who lives so 
unselfishly. What beauty is 
there; what nobility of character; 
what Christlikeness!
The blue vase reminds me of 

her. Perhaps like no other item 
in our home. And I’m sure that 
the porcelain skunk with the 
bushy tail reminds my brother 
of mom also. The skunk rested, 
tail in the air, next to the blue 
vase in my mother’s cabinet. 
But now it’s in my brother’s 
house. As with the vase, it was 
an early token of my brother’s 
affection.
Skunks and truck stop vases 

are the stuff of love in a child’s 
mind, but cherishing skunks 
and vases is a mother’s special 
talent. May God bless them 
for it.
Copyright © 2003 Jim Elliff 
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She Loved It!
by Jim Elliff


