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“Preaching the free grace of God which brings
a change of lifestyles, masters and destinies.”
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nursery scheDule

Financial summary as oF 
January 1, 2011

Budgeted expenditures (ytd)  $181,121.85 
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd)   $166,830.29
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 9,279.38
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 161,922.01
Designated Missions (ytd) $ 19,130.00
Love offerings (ytd) $ 4,240.42
Total offerings (ytd) $ 144,817.98
December Love offerings $ 1,440.00
December General Fund offerings $ 22,954.45
December Designated Missions $ 16,080.00
Haiti Relief (ytd) $ 5,150.00
Building Fund balance $  69,350.71
Missions Fund balance $ 13,390.59
General Fund balance $ 71,696.75 

WeDnesDay eveninG
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

scheDule oF services

normal sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

January
02 Kristy and Pat Hines
09 Jenny and Peter Lovassy
16 Jessica and Troy Moseley
23 Vicki Johnson and Amber Solan
30 Kevin and Sara Smith
Febuary
06 Kristin Scarbrough and Lori Hewlett
13 Jon and Tanya Amis
20 Linda Olive and Sonja Williams
27 Faye and Bob Williams

church cleaninG 
January		 - Moseleys
Febuary	 - Palazzolos
March	 	 - Doris Marshal
April	 	 - Jon & Tanya Amis

“Do not be slothful in zeal, 
  be fervent in spirit, 
  serve the Lord.” 
 (Romans 12:11). Some Christians hesitate to celebrate 

special days. That is understandable. 
There is nothing in the New Testa-
ment that requires it. But to mark a 
new year, without sinful revelry, is a 
good thing. It is an excellent occasion 
to make resolutions after prayerful re-
flection. Meditating on the year past 
and contemplating the year to come 
will help you make better use of time.

As a young man, Jonathan Edwards penned 70 resolutions that 
he sought to keep throughout his life. They merit pondering 
and adapting for yourself (see www.jonathan-edwards.org/). 
Here is one of his resolutions worth applying. 
53. Resolved, to improve every opportunity, when I am in the 

best and happiest frame of mind, to cast and venture my 
soul on the Lord Jesus Christ, to trust and confide in him, 
and consecrate myself wholly to him; that from this I may 
have assurance of my safety, knowing that I confide in my 
Redeemer.

On New Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day, reflect, pray, and 
dedicate yourself anew and afresh to the Lord. Consider your 
present spiritual state and resolve, with the aid of the Holy 
Spirit, to improve your devotion to Christ and his Word.

A New Year: 2011



Yet discontentment is often our disposition. It is so 
for me. I must fight daily against covetousness, which 
is evidence of discontent. Lou Priolo, in an article 
published in the Journal of Modern Ministry entitled, 
“Counseling Discontented People,” made eight state-
ments that de-fine and reveal what contentment is:

1. Contentment is realizing that God has already 
provided everything I need to glorify and enjoy 
Him.

2. Contentment is realizing that true satisfaction 
can only come from building one’s life around 
those things that cannot be taken away or de-
stroyed.

3. Contentment is delighting in God more than in 
anything else.

4. Contentment is being able to adjust the level of 
one’s desires to the condition and purpose chosen 
for him by God.

5. Contentment is willingly submitting to and 
delighting in God’s wise and loving disposal in 
every condition of life.

6. Contentment is knowing how to use the things 
of the world without being engrossed in them.

7. Contentment involves putting the best possible 
interpretation on God’s dealings with oneself.

8. Contentment is thanking God for those things 
about which one used to murmur and com-
plain.

This is the kind of contentment that was true of Paul. 
Paul’s contentment was the result of living to please 
Christ and knowing that he would be taken care of by 
his Lord and Savior. “No circumstance could ever arise 
which would be too much for Paul’s God” (Motyer). 
A healthy view of God’s sovereignty and providence 

will help us to be content. In all of the areas in which 
we are called upon to be content, knowing that it is by 
providence rather than by chance, gives relief. God is 
in charge; he is orchestrating all things according to 
the purpose of his will (Eph 1:11)! 
We must “bow to the law of the good providence of 

God.” That’s what John Owen called contentment. 
Do we not believe that all circumstances happen to 
us, not by fate, but by the wise and loving care of our 
heavenly Father? Contentment then is being satisfied 
with the outcome of God’s providence.
Since God is in control, let us endeavor to be content. 

Enjoy what God has given you and learn to be content 
in him and with him! God’s Word speaks to us clearly 
on this issue. 1 Timothy 6:8, “But if we have food and 
clothing, with these we will be content.” Hebrews 13:5, 
“Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content 
with such things as you have. For he himself has said, 
‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’”

The	Need	for	Contentment
In writing to the Philip-

pians, Paul gave a word 
of personal testimony 
about contentment. He 
said, “For I have learned 
in whatever situation I 
am to be content” (4:11). 
I don’t know of any 
subject more relevant 
to the practical needs of 
Christians than content-
ment, for we all struggle 

with being content. We are greedy and covetous for 
things and the antidote for overcoming that sin is 
contentment.  
What is contentment? Perhaps one of the best defini-

tions of Christian contentment is the one given by the 
Puritan, Jeremiah Burroughs, who wrote a book on the 
subject of contentment (The Rare Jewel of Christian 
Contentment). He defined Christian contentment as, 
“That sweet, inward, quiet, gracious frame of spirit, 
which freely submits to and delights in God’s wise and 
fatherly disposal in every condition.” 
The word Paul used that is translated content literally 

means sufficient, without need, leading to the thought of 
being satisfied with what one has. But this sufficiency 
isn’t due to human self-reliance but refers to divine 
sufficiency. Paul didn’t, Robert Schuler like, discover 
inner resources within himself that made him content. 
On the contrary, his contentment came from being 
rightly related to Christ and drawing from his divine 
resources, for he said, “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me” (13).
The apostle Paul had contentment. But he had to 

learn to be content. He wasn’t born with a spirit of 
contentment, and neither are we. Even though we have 
become Christians, we still struggle to be content with 
what we have. Contentment has to be learned and that 
comes, not mainly through book learning, but through 
the experiences of life brought about by the providence 
of God.
Some of those experiences are shared by Paul in v. 12: 

“I know how to be brought low [abased], and I know 
how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have 
learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abun-
dance and need.” This is quite a variance in circum-
stances! He knew what it was like to have everything 
and to have nothing, to be full and to be empty. He had 
been from one end of the spectrum to the other! And 
being exposed to both plenty and scarcity, he learned 
contentment. Because of Christ, he could live in either 
condition and be satisfied.
What about you? Have you learned to be content? 

Perhaps some of you grew up in poverty and now have 
all the material blessings you could ever desire. But 
what if you lost it all and were forced to live in poverty 
again; could you, would you be content? Real content-
ment operates under either condition! D.A. Carson says 
that Christian contentment is “utterly independent of 
circumstances. 



We Believe

CHAPTER 8 
CHRisT THE MEdiAToR

(PARAgRAPHs onE, And Two)
1.	To give effect to His eternal purpose 

God chose and ordained the Lord 
Jesus, His only begotten Son, in ac-
cordance with the covenant into which 
they had entered, to be the mediator between God and 
man; also to be prophet, priest, king, head and savior of 
His church; also to be the heir of all things and judge of 
the world. From all eternity God had given to His Son 
those who were to be His progeny, and the Son engaged 
in time (as distinct from eternity) to redeem, call, justify, 
sanctify, and glorify them.
Ps. 2:6; Isa. 42:1, 53:10; Luke 1:33; John 17:6; Acts 

3:22, 17:31; Rom. 8:30; Eph. 1:22-23; Heb. 1:2, 
5:5-6; 1 Pet. 1:19-20.

2.	The divine Person who made the world, and upholds 
and governs all things that He has made, is the Son of 
God, the second Person of the Holy Trinity. He is true 
and eternal God, the ‘brightness of the Father’s glory’, 
of the same substance (or essence) as the Father, and 
equal with Him. It is He who, at the appointed time, took 
upon Himself the nature of man, with all its essential 
characteristics and its common infirmities, sin excepted. 
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of 
the Virgin Mary, a woman who belonged to the tribe of 
Judah, the Holy Spirit coming down upon her and the 
power of God most High overshadowing her. And so, 
as the Scripture tells us, He was made of a woman, a 
descendant of Abraham and David. In this way it came 
about that the two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, 
the divine and the human, were inseparably joined to-
gether in one Person, without the conversion of the one 
nature into the other, and without the mixing, as it were, 
of one nature with the other; in other words, without 
confusion. Thus the Son of God is now both true God 
and true man, yet one Christ, the only mediator between 
God and man.
Matt. 1:22,23; Luke 1:27,31,35; John 1:14; Rom. 8:3; 
9:5; Gal. 4:4; 1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 2:14,16,17; 4:15.

BOOK REVIEW
On	 Wings	 of	 Prayer:	
Praying	the	ACTS	Way
by Reggie Weems 
Published by Day One, 106 pp.

If you feel unhappy about your prayer life – this is the 
book for you! The sub-title is: “Praying the ACTS way.” 
ACTS stands for Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and 
Supplication. This, says the author, should be the normal 
pattern for the  believer’s prayer life. So often we begin with 
supplication and wonder why we are getting nowhere. The 
reason is that we are wallowing in self and our woes. If we 
follow the ACTS outline, we will find that we are not only 
praying in God’s will, but actually fulfilling God’s will. 
There is much wisdom in this little book, especially in its 
emphasis on “God-centeredness” in our religion, and it is 
to be warmly commended.

Tim Martin

There is more Bible buying, 
Bible selling, Bible print-
ing and Bible distributing 
than ever before in our na-
tion. We see Bibles in every 
bookstore; Bibles of every 
size, price and style. There 

are Bibles in almost every house in the land. But all 
this time I fear we are in danger of forgetting that to 
HAVE the Bible is one thing, and to READ it quite 
another.

The 1689 Confession of Faith

Read the Bible

January 9 – Mack Tomlinson will be 
preaching in both services (dv). Mack has 
just completed writing a biography on the 
life of Leonard Ravenhill entitled, In Light 
of Eternity. Our own Vicki Johnson was 
very helpful to him in editing this book. He 
will have copies with him if they have been 
printed by that date.
January 23 – Roy Hubbard, Reformed 
University Fellowship minister to Alabama 
A&M University , will be preaching in the 

evening service at 6 PM and telling us about his goals and 
aspirations for this new work.
FeBruary 2 – The Men’s Reading group will resume its 
monthly meeting with a discussion of Graeme Goldswor-
thy’s book, According to Plan: The Unfolding Revelation 
of God in the Bible. The meeting will be at 6 AM.
FeBruary 6 – The annual church business meeting is sched-
uled in the afternoon at 1:30 PM. Every member should be 
present for this meeting.

BiBle reaDinG plans 
Take the time to read through the Bible this year! Noth-
ing is more important for your spiritual growth than reg-
ular attendance at church meetings on the Lord’s Day 
and a daily intake of Scripture.
Back to the Bible offers downloads for five different 
Bible reading guides: Chronological, Historical, Old 
and New Testaments together, Beginning to End, and 
Blended (http://www.backtothebible.org/index.php/Bi-
ble-Reading-Guides.html)
The Gospel Coalition has a plan that takes you through 
the M’Chenye reading plan with a meditation each day 
by D. A. Carson (http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/lo-
veofgod/)
Ten different plans are offered on the ESV web site 
(http://www.esv.org/resources/reading-plans-devtions/)



Another year is dawning; dear 
Father, let it be, in working or in 
waiting, another year with thee. 
Another year of progress, another 
year of praise, another year of 
proving thy presence all the days. 
Another year of service, of witness 
for thy love; another year of train-
ing for holier work above. Another 
year is dawning; dear Father, let it 
be, on earth, or else in heaven, an-
other year for thee. Frances Ridley 
Havergal (1836–1879)
I think this is a good start for us this year. 
Below is the best start for this year. Let 
us Consider: 
Matthew	5:23-24
23Therefore if you bring your gift 
to the altar, and there remember 
that your brother has something 
against you,  

24leave your gift there before the 
altar, and go your way. First be 
reconciled to your brother, and 
then come and offer your gift. 
John	15:20
20Remember the word that I said 
to you, ‘A servant is not greater 
than his master.’ If they persecut-
ed Me, they will also persecute 
you. If they kept My word, they 
will keep yours also. 

Galatians	2:10
10They desired only that we should 
remember the poor, the very thing 
which I also was eager to do.
2	Timothy	2:7-1
7Consider what I say, and may the 
Lord give you understanding in 
all things. 

8Remember that Jesus Christ, of 
the seed of David, was raised 
from the dead according to my 
gospel,  

9for which I suffer trouble as an 
evildoer, even to the point of 
chains; but the word of God is 
not chained.  

10Therefore I endure all things for 
the sake of the elect, that they 
also may obtain the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus with 
eternal glory.

Hebrews	13:1-3
1Let brotherly love continue. 
2Do not forget to entertain strangers, 
for by so doing some have unwit-
tingly entertained angels.  

3Remember the prisoners as if chained 
with them—those who are mistreat-
ed—since you yourselves are in the 
body also.
Hebrews	13:7-9
7Remember those who rule over you, 
who have spoken the word of God to 
you, whose faith follow, considering 
the outcome of their conduct.  

8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever.  

9Do not be carried about with various 
and strange doctrines. For it is good 
that the heart be established by grace, 
not with foods which have not prof-
ited those who have been occupied 
with them.
Jude	1:17
17But you, beloved, remember the 
words which were spoken before 
by the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: 
My personal favorite comes from the “Let us 
patch” 
Hebrews	10:22-25	
22let	us	draw near with a true heart 
in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil con-
science and our bodies washed with 
pure water.

23Let	us	hold	fast the confession of 
our hope without wavering, for He 
who promised is faithful.  

24And let	us	 consider	one	another 
in order to stir up love and good 
works, 

25not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as is the manner 
of some, but exhorting one another, 
and so much the more as you see the 
Day approaching.
Last consideration also from the “let us patch”
Romans	12:6-21	
6Having then gifts differing according 
to the grace that is given to us, let us 
use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy 
in proportion to our faith;  

7or ministry, let us use it in our 

ministering; he who teaches, in 
teaching; 

8he who exhorts, in exhortation; 
he who gives, with liberality; he 
who leads, with diligence; he who 
shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

9Let love be without hypocrisy. 
Abhor what is evil. Cling to what 
is good.  

10Be kindly affectionate to one 
another with brotherly love, in 
honor giving preference to one 
another;  

11not lagging in diligence, fervent 
in spirit, serving the Lord;  

12rejoicing in hope, patient in 
tribulation, continuing steadfastly 
in prayer;

13distributing to the needs of the 
saints, given to hospitality. 

14Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse.  

15Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
and weep with those who weep.

16Be of the same mind toward one 
another. Do not set your mind on 
high things, but associate with the 
humble. Do not be wise in your 
own opinion.

17Repay no one evil for evil. Have 
regard for good things in the sight 
of all men.

18If it is possible, as much as de-
pends on you, live peaceably with 
all men.

19Beloved, do not avenge your-
selves, but rather give place to 
wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance 
is Mine, I will repay,” says the 
Lord.  

20Therefore “If your enemy is 
hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, 
give him a drink; For in so doing 
you will heap coals of fire on his 
head.” 

21Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.
 The year is closed, the record made, 

The last deed done, the last word 
said, The memory alone remains Of 
all its joys, its griefs, its gains, And 
now with purpose full and clear, We 
turn to meet another year. Robert 
Browning (1812–1889)

Another	Year	is	Dawning
Robert Marshal


