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http://sermonaudio.com/gbcmadisonal
“Preaching the free grace of God which brings
a change of lifestyles, masters and destinies.”

Dean olive, Pastor
–– April 2011 Issue ––

nursery scheDule

Financial summary as oF 
april 1, 2011

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 36,043.47 
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd)  $ 33,780.35
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 0.00
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 37,228.49
Designated Missions (ytd) $ 330.00
Love offerings (ytd) $ 0.00
Total offerings (ytd) $ 37,558.49
March Love offerings $ 0.00
March General Fund offerings $ 14,200.90
March Designated Missions $ 80.00
Building Fund balance $ 72,679.71
Missions Fund balance $ 7,925.02
General Fund balance $  77,646.71 
  

WeDnesDay eveninG
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

scheDule oF services

normal sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

April
03 Vicki Johnson and Amber Solan
10 Kevin and Sara Smith
17 Kristin Scarbrough and Lori Hewlett
24 Jon and Tanya Amis
May
01 Linda Olive and Sonja Williams
08 Melanie Myatt and Faye Williams
15 Kristy and Pat Hines
22 Jenny and Peter Lovassy
29 Jessica and Troy Moseley

church cleaninG 
April  - Jon & Tanya Amis
May  - Palazzolos
June  - Dean & Linda Olive

“Do not be slothful in zeal, 
  be fervent in spirit, 
  serve the Lord.” 
 (Romans 12:11).

“The resurrection of Christ 
is fundamental to the 
Christian’s assurance that 
Christ’s work is complete 
and His redemption is accomplished. It is not enough that we 
should be able to say, ‘He was delivered up for our trespasses.’ 
We must be able to add, ‘He was raised for our justification.’ Else 
what would enable us to say, He was able to pay the penalty He 
had undertaken? That He died manifests His love and His will-
ingness to save. It is His rising again that manifests His power 
and His ability to save... The resurrection of Christ is thus the 
indispensable evidence of His completed work, of His accom-
plished redemption. It is only because He rose from the dead that 
we know that the ransom He offered was sufficient, the sacrifice 
was accepted, and that we are His purchased possession. In one 
word, the resurrection of Christ is fundamental to the Christian 
hope and the Christian confidence”.

The 
ResuRRecTion

of chRisT

- B. B. Warfield

laWn care
April  - Palazzolos
May  - Nathan Dewitt
June  - Moseleys



This is illustrated by the prodigal son. When he was 
away from his father’s house, he lacked the blessings that 
dwelt in his father’s house. He said, “How many of my 
father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, 
and I perish with hunger” (Luke 15:17). He reaped the 
consequences of his waywardness!

On the other hand, the good man seeks to honor the God. 
His way is one of submission to the Lord. God’s word 
is more precious to him than gold and he proves this by 
walking obediently. 

A good man’s life is wrapped up in the Lord, and even 
though he may experience affliction, it isn’t the chastening 
kind; it is the molding kind! He experiences the Lord’s 
presence because he has surrendered all. His ways are 
the Lord’s ways. 

Isaiah 3:10 is a parallel text: “Tell the righteous that 
it shall be well with them, for they shall eat the fruit of 
their deeds.” Thus the righteous, the good man, is filled 
with the fruit of his ways. God is with him! He has the 
joy of the Lord and is satisfied with the Lord. God hears 
his prayers and delights in his ways. He can say with the 
Psalmist, “My cup runneth over” (23:5).

Clearly, believers are affected by the course which 
they pursue. For good or bad their conduct comes home 
to them. “Whatever a man sows, that he will also reap” 
(Gal. 6:7).

Which of these images fit your life today? Is it the 
backslider in heart or the good man? CHS illustrated this 
principle well: “Here are two pieces of sponge, and we 
wish to fill them: you shall place one of them in a pool of 
foul water, it will be filled, and filled with that which it 
lies in; you shall put the other sponge into a pure crystal 
stream, and it will also become full, full of the element 
in which it is placed.”

That’s it in a nutshell. Soak your mind and heart in the 
filth of the world and that is what will fill you; but plunge 
your mind and heart into the pure stream of God’s word 
and that is what will fill you! It cannot be otherwise!

We reap what we sow. We are filled with fruit that 
accords with the seeds we plant. “The evil leaven in 
the backslider leavens his entire being and sours his 
existence, while the gracious fountain in the sanctified 
believer saturates his whole manhood, and baptizes his 
entire life” (Spurgeon).

If you are a backslider, there is hope for you. God said to 
Israel, “Return, you backsliding children, and I will heal 
your backslidings” (Jer. 3:22). If you are lax in spiritual 
duties and are indulging secret lusts, you are backslidden 
and you need to return to the Lord. 

If you are seeking to walk with the Lord, then carefully 
guard your heart because the flesh is not dead yet. We 
are prone to wander from the God we love! Keep your 
heart with all diligence because “from it flow the springs 
of life” (Prov. 4:23).

Being Filled With the Fruit of Our Ways
A backslider in heart and 

a good man, according to 
Proverbs 14:14, have one 
thing in common: both 
“will be filled with the 
fruit of his ways.” Each 
gets his fill with things 
that accord with his man-
ner of life. This Proverb 
sets forth what is gener-
ally known as the law of 
retribution. Stated simply, 

retribution is getting what you deserve or having returned 
to you in kind what you sow.

When the principle of retribution is in focus in the Scrip-
tures, it is usually in reference to the punishment of evil 
doers. Without the intervention of grace, men get what 
they deserve for their sinful ways; when grace intervenes, 
men receive good from God which they do not deserve. 
That is how the Scriptures normally broach the subject. 

However, retribution sometimes refers to the believer in 
terms of his obedience and/or disobedience. And that is 
what we have in Prov. 14:14. The backslider in heart is a 
believer that has grown cold to the things of the Lord and 
the good man is a believer that is walking in the fear of 
God. And God gives to each the fruit of his ways.

Let’s first consider the backslider in heart. A backslider is 
a believer who wanders away from the Lord. He is not an 
apostate. Some of the texts in Jeremiah and Hosea, where 
backsliding is the subject, can be taken to refer to people 
who never knew the Lord, but generally a backslider is 
a believer that is going backward. What distinguishes a 
backslider from an apostate is that the backslider will 
return to the Lord from his wandering ways when duly 
chastened. 

David is an example in the Old Testament of a backslider. 
He was a good man and reaped good benefits from the 
hand of the Lord, but when he turned away from the Lord 
to go his own way, he reaped the fruits of his sinful choices. 
God severely chastened him and he returned to the Lord.

Though backsliding language is not found in the New 
Testament, Simon Peter is an example of a backslider. 
Peter failed when he denied the Lord but later returned 
with tears of repentance and found blessing. 

Backsliding is serious. The sign of backsliding is that the 
heart grows cold to the things of God. That is why this 
Proverb refers to him as a “backslider in heart.” Backslid-
ing begins inwardly. Interest in the things of God wanes; 
the word God is then ignored and neglected; and the truth 
begins to lose its power in the heart. 

And what happens to the backslider? He is filled with 
the fruit of his ways. He reaps what he sows. The Lord’s 
sweet presence is absent from him. He can’t pray with 
delight. He reaps the consequences of his backsliding 
ways by reaping the fruit of his evil-doings.



We Believe

CHAPTER 8 
CHRisT THE MEdiAToR

(PARAgRAPHs EigHT, ninE, And TEn)
8. Christ certainly and effectually applies 

and communicates eternal redemp-
tion to all those for whom He has 
obtained it. His work of intercession is 
on their behalf. He unites them to Himself by His Spirit; 
He reveals to them, in and by the Word, the mystery of 
salvation; He persuades them to believe and obey, gov-
erning their hearts by His Word and Spirit; He overcomes 
all their enemies by His almighty power and wisdom, 
using those methods and ways which are most agree-
able to the wonderful and unsearchable appointments 
of His providence. All these things are carried out in His 
free and sovereign grace, and unconditionally, nothing 
of merit being foreseen by Him in the elect.
Ps. 110:1; John 3:8; 6:37; 10:15,16; 17:6, 9; Rom. 5:10; 8:9, 
14; 1 Cor. 15:25, 26; Eph. 1:8, 9; 1 John 5:20

9. Christ, and Christ alone, is fitted to be mediator between 
God and man. He is the prophet, priest and king of the 
church of God. His office as mediator cannot be trans-
ferred from Him to any other, either in whole or in part.
1 Tim. 2:5

10. Christ’s threefold offices are necessary for us. Because of 
our ignorance we stand in need of His prophetical office; 
because of our estrangement from God and the imper-
fection of our services at their best, we need His priestly 
office to reconcile us to God and render us acceptable 
to Him; because we have turned away from God and are 
utterly unable to return to Him, and also because we 
need to be rescued and rendered secure from our spiri-
tual adversaries, we need His kingly office to convince, 
subdue, draw, sustain, deliver and preserve us, until we 
finally enter His heavenly kingdom.
Ps. 110:3; Luke 1:74, 75; John 1:18; 16:8; Gal. 5:17; Col. 1:21

BOOK REVIEW

“Sickness helps to remind 
men of death. Most live as 
if they were never going to 
die. They follow business, 
or pleasure, or politics, 
or science, as if earth was 

their eternal home. They plan and scheme for the fu-
ture, like the rich fool in the parable, as if they had 
a long lease of life, and were not, tenants at will. A 
heavy illness sometimes goes far to dispel these de-
lusions. It awakens men from their day-dreams, and 
reminds them they have to die as well as to live. Now 
this I say emphatically is a mighty good.”

The 1689 Confession of Faith

The Perspective 
of Sickness

may 1 – The church will be observing the 
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper in the after-
noon service.
may 16-19 – The annual FIRE conference 
will be held in Estes Park, Colorado. The 
Olives and Hooses are planning to attend.
octoBer 21-23 – Tony Carter, pastor of 
Eastpointe Church, Atlanta, GA, will be 
the preacher for our Fall Bible Conference. 
Please mark these days on your calendar and 
plan to attend every service.

The Transforming Pow-
er of God: Encountering 
Christ in the Life of Elisha
by John Legg
Published by Evangelical Press, 204pp.

In a day when many see the OT as little more than a col-
lection of moralistic tales or sermon illustrations, John Legg 
has done us a great service in demonstrating the right way 
to read and interpret our Bibles.

 This is a work accessible to those without any training in 
theology or the original languages and yet it will assist espe-
cially young preachers too. From Elisha’s first appearance on 
the pages of Scripture through all the events recorded until 
his last breath, we are led step by step to look beyond the 
mere circumstantial and to see Christ in this Old Testament 
prophet’s life. The author does not shrink back from dealing 
with some of the more curious aspects of Elisha’s ministry, 
but handles them thoughtfully and in such a manner as to 
stir the heart of the prayerful reader.

The value of this book lies not only in showing us Christ 
in the life of Elisha, but also in raising our expectation of 
the pulpit.

Iain Wright

The Ladies of Grace will meet at the church on Saturday, 
April 16 at 9 a.m. Wear your gloves and grubbies.  We are 
tackling spring cleaning this month.  Various projects need 

to be completed. 
Please make plans to pitch in some 
time and help spruce up the inside 
of our facility.  We will be cleaning 
from 9 to noon.  If you have favorite 
cleaning supplies or tools, feel free to 
bring them. 
Please contact Faye Williams if you 
have any questions.

Ladies of Grace



When I was in public high 
school, we had to read part of 
a famous sermon called Sin-
ners in the Hands of an Angry 
God, by Jonathan Edwards. He 
graphically pictured sinners as 
spiders dangling by a thread 
over the fire of Hell. He also 
asserted that God is angrier at 
this moment with some who are 
living than with others who are 
already in Hell. 

Do you believe that? Is God 
angry? I don’t believe my 
teacher thought so. When I later 
studied the Bible on the subject, 
I was surprised by what I found.

I learned that God’s anger is 
pure. The biblical command, 
“Be angry and sin not” reminds 
us that there is an anger that is 
justified. God always has this 
kind of perfect, holy anger.

The Apostle Paul said, “The 
wrath of God is being revealed 
from heaven against all the 
godlessness and wickedness 
of men…” (Romans 1:18a). 
King David said, “God is a just 
judge, and God is angry with 
the wicked every day” (Psalm 
7:11, NKJV). And the Apostle 
John said, “Whoever believes 
in the Son has eternal life, but 
whoever rejects the Son will 
not see life, for God’s wrath re-
mains on him” (John 3:36).

Note that these verses teach 
that God is not only angry with 
sin but also with the sinner. 
Since God sees everything (He-
brews 4:13), He evaluates per-
fectly. Whenever God is angry 
it is for holy reasons.

Sometimes we think of God 
as a judge sitting on the bench 
who passively issues sentences 
to guilty persons. But is God 
like this? The original words 
used for God’s anger are pas-

sionate words. Why? Because, un-
like our court judges, God Himself 
has been sinned against.

Notice the emotion in Nahum 
1, where God is identified as jeal-
ous, avenging and filled with wrath 
(verse 2). Verse 6 is even more 
pointed: “Who can withstand his 
indignation? Who can endure his 
fierce anger? His wrath is poured 
out like fire; the rocks are shattered 
before him.”

However, even in the midst of His 
fury, God is self-controlled. The 
Bible teaches that He is slow to 
anger (Nahum 1:3), and most of us 
learned long ago that God is love. 
But while a loving God certainly is 
willing to hold off His judgment, it 
is just as certain that He will judge 
sin.

Romans 2:5-6 describes it this 
way: “But because of your stub-
bornness and your unrepentant 
heart, you are storing up wrath 
against yourself for the day of God’s 
wrath, when his righteous judgment 
will be revealed. God ‘will give to 
each person according to what he 
has done.’” In verse 16 of the same 
chapter it says that this will occur 
“on the day when God will judge 
men’s secrets through Jesus Christ, 
as my gospel declares.”

Why is God so angry? There are 
at least three reasons:

 1. Because of the sheer num-
ber of your sins. If you were to sin 
only 10 times a day for one year, 
you would disobey God 3,650 
times. But if you sinned 10 times 
a day for 15 years, you would sin 
54,750 times! You are a profession-
al sinner! Yet, how many times did 
Adam sin before he was cursed by 
God?

2. Because you have sinned 
against such an infinite God and 
high command. There are differ-
ent levels of sin and punishment 

(Luke 10:12; 12:42-48). A crime 
is weighed according to the se-
riousness of the command and 
the stature of the person who is 
sinned against. It is one thing to 
disobey your coach at school. 
It is another thing to disobey a 
judge. It is one thing to turn in 
a late term paper. It is another 
thing to murder the president. 
The highest command is to “love 
the Lord your God with all your 
heart, mind, soul and strength.” 
The greatest being is God. Each 
time you sin, you commit the 
highest crime against the great-
est being! God ought to be an-
gry.

3. Because you have sinned 
against God’s greatest act of 
love. Christ was sent into the 
world of men and women out of 
love (John 3:16). But many of 
your friends, and perhaps you 
also, have rejected Christ up to 
this very moment. This rebellion 
is a sin against compassion. Is it 
any wonder that God is angry 
with those who think little of 
His love?

How can you be rescued from 
this holy anger? Only through 
propitiation. But what does that 
mean? The word “propitiation” 
(sometimes translated, atone-
ment) means this: Jesus fully 
satisfied the just anger of God 
for people like you by dying in 
your place, taking on himself all 
the wrath you deserve. We learn 
about this in Romans 3:24-25 
and Hebrews 2:17. God’s just 
fury, indignation and anger for 
sins were poured out on Christ 
for every sinful person who will 
come to him by faith.

And that is great news!

Copyright © 2001 Jim El-
liff, used by permission, 
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Is God Angry Anymore?
by Jim Elliff


