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“Preaching the free grace of God which brings
a change of lifestyles, masters and destinies.”

Dean olive, Pastor
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nursery scheDule

Financial summary as oF 
June 1, 2010

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 50,373.99
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 56,039.49
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 9,279.38
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 61,974.08
Love offerings (ytd) $ 300.00
Total offerings (ytd) $ 63,644.08
May Love offerings $ 100.00
May General Fund offerings $ 13,319.01
May Designated Missions $ 40.00
Haiti Relief (ytd) $ 5,150.00
Building Fund balance $  88,939.54
Missions Fund balance $ 12,044.53
General Fund balance $ 59,808.42 

WeDnesDay eveninG
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

scheDule oF services

normal sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

June
06  Jenny Lovassy and Kristy Hines
13  Kevin and Sara Smith
20  Vicki Johnson and Amber Solan
27  Troy and Jessica Moseley 
July
04  Linda Olive and Sonja Williams
11  Bob and Faye Williams
18  Jon and Tanya Amis
25  Vicki Johnson and Amber Solan

church cleaninG 
June	 - Peter & Jenny Lovassy
July - Bob and Doris Marshall

“But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the 
LORD.” (Joshua 24:15).

laWn care
June		 - Bob Williams
July	 - Troy Moseley & Peter Lovassy

1. A man of knowledge  

2. Moved by faith 

3. Fired with love to God 

4. Is like God 

5. . Very exact and careful about 
the worship 
of God 

6. A servant of 
God, not a 
servant of 
men 

7. Prizes Christ 

8. Weeps 

9. Loves the word 

10. Has the Spirit of God 
residing in him 

11. A humble man 

12. A praying man

13. A sincere man 

14. A heavenly man 

15. A zealous man 

16. A patient man 

17. A thankful man 

18. Loves the saints 

19. Does not indulge 
in any sin 

20. Is good in his 
relationships 

21. Does spiritual things in a  spiri-
tual manner 

22. Thoroughly trained in piety 

23. Walks with God 

24. Strives to be an instrument for 
making others godly

A	Picture	of	a	Godly	Man
Some Characteristic Marks of a Man who is Going to Heaven

Thomas Watson



prayer that was made by the church on Peter’s behalf 
(Acts 10:5). Ephesians 6:18 mentions “praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watch-
ful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for 
all the saints.” 
This doesn’t mean that we are to do nothing else but 

pray. It doesn’t mean that we must pray 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. It means that prayer is something we 
should do throughout the day. James Montgomery was 
right when he wrote: 
            Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath,
            The Christian’s native air. 
Warren Wiersbe says that prayer should be “as natural 

to us as our regular breathing. Unless we are sick or 
smothering, we rarely think about our breathing; we just 
do it. Likewise with prayer—it should be the natural habit 
of our lives, the ‘atmosphere’ in which we constantly 
live.” 
Prayer is as much an attitude of the heart as it is an ut-

terance from our lips. While we are doing other things, 
our hearts can be desirous of him and our minds can be 
submissive to him. So we don’t always have to be saying 
words in order to pray. Walking in communion with the 
Lord moment by moment puts us in a constant prayer 
mode. 
Prayer is essential! It is imperative that we pray. The 

word “ought,” which is used in this passage, speaks of 
what we must do. We ought always to pray. Constant 
repetition of rote prayers is not what we are to do (see 
our Lord’s warning in Matt. 6:5-15). But having our 
hearts directed towards the Lord keeps us in constant 
communion with him. 
We should never give up praying. Men ought always to 

pray, but Jesus also said, “and not lose heart.” The KJV 
translates this, “and not to faint.” The word “faint” or 
“lose heart” means, “to become weary or tired.” Paul used 
this word when he told the Thessalonians, “Do not grow 
weary in doing good” (2 Thess. 3:13). The last thing that 
needs to happen to us is that we give up prayer; that we 
become discouraged and lose heart. 
But that can and does happen often in prayer. That’s 

because prayer is hard work. And like other things that 
are hard, it is the easy thing to quit. I had a fainting spell 
a few years ago. It wasn’t a pleasant experience. I never 
lost consciousness but I found myself on the floor. If we 
quit praying we faint spiritually. And that is something we 
must not do! We must continue in prayer and not faint. 
May God help us to value prayer and to be persistent 

in prayer. Let us keep making our requests known unto 
God and not give up prematurely. Let us wait patiently 
on God in prayer and plead continually to him. Don’t 
give up. Keep praying and God will answer your prayers. 
He hears the cries of his children and he answers their 
prayers. God will help you to be a faithful prayer warrior 
if you seek his help.

A	Return	to	Prayer	
One of the greatest 

needs of the modern 
church is to return to 
prayer as the means 
for obtaining God’s 
blessing and help. I 
say return, because it is 
evident that the Lord’s 
people once valued 
prayer highly but now 
relegate it to secondary 
status. 
Prayer meetings are 

rare in churches today. 
Even in churches where there is still a prayer meeting, few 
attend it. Surveys and polls tell us that church members 
spend little time in prayer. Prayer is to most professed 
Christians just a quick utterance offered mainly when they 
need something. Disciplined times of prayer on any kind 
of regular basis is unusual in this day and age. 
What accounts for such a lack of interest in prayer? 
Prosperity is a leading cause. We have so much! If we 

were poor and uncertain where our next meal was coming 
from, we would be mighty in prayer. Need drives people 
to pray. We have needs; we just don’t know it! We are 
like the church at Laodicea. They said, “I am rich, have 
become wealthy, and have need of nothing” (Rev. 3:17). 
Jesus answered, you “do not know that you are wretched, 
miserable, poor, blind, and naked.” Spiritually we are poor 
and do not know it. If we did, we would cry out to God in 
fervent, unceasing prayer for revival. 
Substitution is another cause. We have exchanged the 

Biblical means for growth and blessing for fancy substi-
tutes. The power is no longer in preaching and prayer, it is 
in activities and programs. Churches are often busy during 
the week with children’s activities, youth group meetings, 
choir practice, softball games, etc., but attendance is slack 
at prayer meetings. 
Commitment is another cause for failing in prayer. Pray-

ing isn’t easy. Many begin well in developing regular 
prayer times but then drop off. Perseverance is needed. 
The devil works hard against those who engage in prayer 
so we must determine to battle in prayer and put the forces 
of evil to flight. 
Until the church recognizes her spiritual poverty and 

until she recognizes that there is no substitute for prayer, 
she will never experience the blessing of God. Failing to 
recognize our need and abandoning the principal means 
for blessing leaves us in a perilous position.  
Jesus told his disciples “that men always ought to pray 

and not lose heart” (Lk 18:1). Prayer is a lifestyle! We 
should always pray. God’s word says, “Men ought always 
to pray.” There are a number of similar exhortations in 
the NT. 
Paul told the Thessalonians, “Pray without ceasing”      

(1 Thess. 5:17). Luke wrote of “constant” or “continual” 



CHAPTER 5  
DivinE PRoviDEnCE

1. GOD who, in infinite power and 
wisdom, has created all things, 
upholds, directs, controls and 
governs them, both animate and 
inanimate, great and small, by 
a providence supremely wise and holy, and in ac-
cordance with His infallible foreknowledge and the 
free and immutable decisions of His will. He fulfills 
the purposes for which He created them, so that 
His wisdom, power and justice, together with His 
infinite goodness and mercy, might be praised and 
glorified. 
Job 38:11; Ps 135:6; Isa. 46:10-11; Matt. 20:29-
31; Eph. 1:11; Heb. 1:3 

 2. Nothing happens by chance or outside the sphere 
of God’s providence. As God is the First Cause of 
all events, they happen immutably and infallibly ac-
cording to His foreknowledge and decree, to which 
they stand related. Yet by His providence God so 
controls them, that second causes, operating either 
as fixed laws, or freely, or in dependence upon other 
causes, play their part in bringing them about. 
Gen 8:22; Prov. 16:33; Acts 2:23

BOOK REVIEW

June anD July – Worship services 
will be held in the Fellowship Hall 
for June and July, or until the work 
of redecorating is completed in the 
sanctuary. Please avoid that area on 
Sundays. Please make sure that your 
small children stay out. Thank you for 
your patience and cooperation. 
septemBer 17-19 – Fall Bible Confer-

ence with Scott Aniol. The theme is, “God-Glo-
rifying Music.” On Friday evening and Sunday 
morning we will hear what God’s Word says about 
music; on Saturday there will be sessions about 
what constitutes good music; and on Sunday eve-
ning there will be a sacred music concert. Scott’s 
books and music are available through Amazon 
and Itunes. 
novemBer 7 – The year 2010 marks the 20th an-
niversary of Grace Baptist Church. We are going to 
celebrate God’s blessings on our congregation on 
November 7.   A slide presentation will be shown 
in the Sunday School hour, marking the history of 
the church, and testimonies will be given by various 
people in our congregation.

Impure	Lust
John Flavel
Published by the Banner of Truth, from the  Pocket Puritan 
Series, 80 pages.

The format of the book is ten arguments around the 
subject matter [impure lust] starting with the names and 
titles by which this sin is known in Scripture. The headings 
continue the same theme, showing how God in the Bible 
has severely condemned lust as something that defiles the 
body, leaving an indelible blot, often causing permanent 
damage as in the case of Samson. 

This infatuating sin, even when recovered from leaves 
a bitter taste, and if not repented of will attract eternal 
vengeance. Flavel warns his readers that even if in this 
world the sin is undiscovered a day will come when all 
will be revealed and that not only will this sin damn your 
own soul but another with you. Seven directives offer 
wise counsel. 

The language may be quaint but the reality of the sin is 
everywhere and the remedy is wise. This book may be 
small but the content is large. All wise Christians will 
want to read it. 

Grace Magazine, April 2010

All that God can demand of 
a believing sinner, Christ 
has already paid, and there 
is no voice in earth or 
heaven that can henceforth 
accuse a soul that believes 

in Jesus. You were in debt, but a friend paid your 
debt; no writ can be served on you. It matters noth-
ing that you did not pay it, it is paid, and you have 
the receipt. That is sufficient in any court of equity. 
So with all the penalty that was due to us, Christ has 
borne it. It is true I have not borne it; I have not been 
to hell and suffered the full wrath of God, but Christ 
has suffered that wrath for me, and I am as clear as 
if I had myself paid the debt to God and had myself 
suffered his wrath. Here is a glorious bottom to rest 
upon! Here is a rock upon which to lay the founda-
tion of eternal comfort!

We Believe
The 1689 Confession of Faith

Jesus paiD 
it all



Legalists sometimes defend them-
selves by claiming that legalism, 
properly understood, is just what Paul 
condemned in Galatians 1: the sin of 
making justification conditional on 
some work or ceremony performed 
by the sinner. In other words, legal-
ism is works-salvation. So, they say, 
if you formally affirm the principle of 
sola fide and preach that people can be 
saved without any prerequisite work, 
you can’t possibly be a legalist, no 
matter how many rules you make and 
impose on the consciences of people 
who are already converted. 
 No. Legalism is the error of abandon-

ing our liberty in Christ in order to 
take on a yoke of legal bondage (Gal 
5:1). There are actually two kinds of 
legalism. 
 First is the one recognized and de-

spised even by the fundamentalist with 
his thick rule-book. It’s the legalism of 
the Judaizers. The Judaizers wanted to 
make circumcision a requirement for 
salvation. They had fatally corrupted 
the gospel by adding a human work 
as a requirement for salvation. That 
is certainly the worst variety of legal-
ism, because it destroys the doctrine of 
justification by faith and thereby sets 
up “a gospel contrary to the one you 
received” (Gal 1:8-9). 
 But another kind of legalism is the 

legalism of the Pharisees. It’s the 
tendency to reduce every believer’s 
duty to a list of rules… At its root is 
a belief that holiness is achieved by 
legal means—by following a list of 
“standards.” This type of legalism 
doesn’t necessarily destroy the doc-
trine of justification like the legalism 
of the Judaizers. But it does destroy 
the doctrine of sanctification, and it is 
certainly appropriate to call it what it 
is: legalism—i.e., a sinful misapplica-
tion of law; an attempt to make law do 
work that only grace can do. Like the 
Judaizers’ brand of legalism, it brings 
people under a yoke of bondage Scrip-
ture has not placed on them. 
 As a matter of fact, that is exactly 

what Jesus said about the legalism 
of the Pharisees: “They tie up heavy 
burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on 
people’s shoulders” (Mt 23:4). 
 Pharisaical legalists are not content 

to live life in the power of the Spirit, 
cultivate discernment, and avoid things 
that are clearly profane or immoral; 
they make lists of rules that prohibit 
Christians from practically everything 
but church activities. It’s not enough 
to avoid gambling; they insist that 

good Christians will avoid card-playing 
altogether. They’re not content with doing 
things in moderation and with self-con-
trol, they make rules that call for strict 
abstinence from everything doubtful—and 
they try to impose those rules on other 
Christians—saddling people with a yoke 
that they imagine exists somewhere in the 
white spaces of Scripture. 
 You want rules? Here’s a good one to 

start with: When it comes to the question 
of spiritual duties, where Scripture stops 
speaking, we should, too. 
The Pharisees’ sin was making rules that 

went beyond what Scripture actually said. 
For example, they read in the law that it 
is a sin to take God’s name in vain (Ex 
20:7), so they expanded the rule to forbid 
the use of God’s name at all. They invented 
euphemisms to be used in place of God’s 
name (Mt 23:22). 
 The Pharisees saw the stress that was 

laid on ceremonial cleanness in the Old 
Testament, so they invented all kinds of 
extra washings and required people to 
observe those as well. In fact, Matthew 15 
tells how the Scribes and Pharisees tried to 
condemn Jesus for not making his disciples 
observe their extrabiblical traditions: “Then 
Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from 
Jerusalem and said, ‘Why do your disciples 
break the tradition of the elders? For they 
do not wash their hands when they eat’” 
(Mt 15:1-2). 
 There was no biblical commandment 

requiring people to do any ceremonial 
washing before they ate. The priests were 
supposed to wash their hands before offer-
ing sacrifices to God, but no law required 
everyone to wash up before every meal. 
 Jesus’ response to the Pharisees was a 

stern rebuke: “He answered them, ‘And 
why do you break the commandment of 
God for the sake of your tradition?’” (Mt 
15:3). In other words, He rejected their tra-
dition because it was not what the Word of 
God taught. Even though we all know that 
washing before meals is good hygiene, and 
a good idea, He flatly rejected their notion 
that it is “sinful” not to do it. 
 He said their legalism transgressed the 

Scriptures. Legalism always has an anti-
biblical tendency. You cannot go beyond 
Scripture without ultimately setting your-
self at odds with Scripture. 
 That is precisely what happened in the 

fundamentalist movement, and one of the 
major reasons that movement has failed 
so notoriously. Legalism diverts people’s 
attention from sound doctrine, so that the 
typical fighting-fundie legalist is doctrin-
ally ignorant, reserving his or her “convic-
tions” for a silly manmade system of rules. 
Ask the typical self-styled fundamentalist 

to define the difference between im-
puted and imparted righteousness, and 
he will not be able to do so. Suggest 
that it’s OK for women to wear pants, 
or for people to use another version 
besides the KJV for Bible study, and 
the same fundy will lock and load his 
angry dogmatism, ready to do battle or 
even die for some ridiculous manmade 
“standard.” Thus, as Jesus said, they 
have nullified the Word of God for the 
sake of their manmade traditions. 
 Let me say this plainly: It is a sin to 

impose on others any “spiritual” stan-
dard that has no biblical basis. When 
God gave the law to Israel, He told 
them, “You shall not add to the word 
that I command you, nor take from it, 
that you may keep the commandments 
of the LORD your God that I command 
you” (Dt 4:2). And, “Everything that I 
command you, you shall be careful to 
do. You shall not add to it or take from 
it” (Dt 12:32). 
 The same principle is repeated in the 

New Testament. In 1 Corinthians 4, Paul 
was rebuking the Corinthians for their 
sectarianism, saying “I am of Paul”; “I 
am of Apollos,” and so on. His rebuke to 
them includes these words in 1 Corinthi-
ans 4:6: “I have applied all these things 
to myself and Apollos for your benefit, 
brothers, that you may learn by us not 
to go beyond what is written.” 
 That is a good guideline for how we 

should exercise our Christian liberty: 
Don’t go beyond what is written in 
Scripture. Don’t make rules to impose 
on others; don’t devise rituals and forms 
of worship that are not authorized; and 
don’t speak on such matters where 
God has been silent. That’s the whole 
principle of Sola Scriptura applied to 
Christian living. If we really believe 
Scripture is a sufficient rule for the 
Christian life, then we don’t have to add 
anything to it. 
 Nor is there virtue in applying every 

principle of Scripture in the strictest 
possible way. “Put[ting away] obscene 
talk from your mouth” (Col 3:8) doesn’t 
mean you are guilty of sin every time 
you hear someone else use an obscen-
ity or take the Lord’s name in vain. 
“Keep[ing] oneself unstained from the 
world” (Jam 1:27) doesn’t mean you 
have to avoid contact with the world or 
hole up in a nunnery (1 Cor 5:9-12).  
 If we add rules that Scripture doesn’t 

make—especially if we try to impose 
our manmade rules on other people’s 
consciences as a standard of spiritual-
ity—we are guilty of the same sin as the 
Pharisees and worthy of the same harsh 
rebukes Christ leveled at them. 

Legalism	and	Christian	Liberty
by Phil Johnson


