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“Preaching the free grace of God which brings
a change of lifestyles, masters and destinies.”

Dean olive, Pastor
–– December 2010 Issue ––

nursery scheDule

Financial summary as oF 
DecemBer 1, 2010

Budgeted expenditures (ytd)  $166,028.36 
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd)   $160,181.56
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 9,279.38
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 138,976.56
Love offerings (ytd) $ 1,730.42
Total offerings (ytd) $144.817.98
November Love offerings $ 0.00
November General Fund offerings $ 11,806.21
November Designated Missions $ 140.00
Haiti Relief (ytd) $ 5,150.00
Building Fund balance $  66,342.53
Missions Fund balance $ 10,819.70
General Fund balance $ 62,703.98
   

WeDnesDay eveninG
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

scheDule oF services

normal sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

December
05 Kristin Scarbrough and Lori Hewlett
12 Jon and Tanya Amis
19 Linda Olive and Sonja Williams
26 Faye and Bob Williams
January
02 Kristy and Pat Hines
19 Jenny and Peter Lovassy
16 Jessica and Troy Mosley
23 Vicki Johnson and Amber Solan
30 Kevin and Sara Smith

church cleaninG 
December - Moseleys
January		 - Palazzolos
Febuary	 - Moseleys
March	 	 - Doris Marshal
April	 	 - Jon & Tanya Amis

“But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the 
LORD.” (Joshua 24:15).

Everyone is encouraged to attend and join in the time of 
fellowship and worship.

December	19th
•  Christmas Dinner will be served at 5:00 PM.

•  Christmas Service will follow the meal at approximately 
6:00 PM. The service will consist of Christmas hymns, 
Scripture readings, and a message by Dana Crowell.

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 

the Lord.” -Luke 2:10-11

Christmas Fellowship at 
Grace Baptist Church

2010



He laid aside riches and became poor for our sakes. 
The purpose for him becoming poor was that we 
might become rich. Not rich in money; not rich 
in material possession; but rich in salvation and 
redemption. If Jesus had not humbled himself in 
his incarnation and death, we would have forever 
remained poor and destitute of all spiritual bless-
ings. But the One who was rich became poor so 
that the ones who are poor might become rich. 
“He impoverished Himself that we might become 
wealthy. The Prince of peace became a pauper that 
we who are spiritual paupers might become princes” 
(R. Gromacki).
Jesus did this, not for the righteous, but for sinners. 

“Scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet per-
haps for a good man someone would even dare to 
die. But God demonstrates his love toward us, in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom 
5:7-8). It is through his poverty that we experience 
the riches of his grace. 
Mark Twain wrote a book that provides a good 

illustration for us. It is called, The Prince and the 
Pauper. The story is about two boys in England who 
were born on the same day, but who in their youth 
temporarily changed positions. One was the son of 
the king and the other a poor boy in London. The 
king’s son, Edward Tudor, exchanged places with the 
poor boy, Tom Canty. The prince became the pauper 
and the pauper became the prince! 
Christ Jesus, the Prince of heaven, became a pauper 

among men. He was rich, yet for our sakes he became 
poor, that we through his poverty might become rich. 
What grace, what generosity! He gave it all up for 
us. He became what we were so we could become 
what he is.
To lift us up he had to stoop down. It was necessary 

for the one who lived among men in humility and 
died on a cross of shame to also be born in such a 
humble setting.

He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all;
And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall.
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

Christ was content with a stable when he was born 
so that we could have a mansion when we die. Let us 
always keep in mind the true meaning of Christmas. 
Christmas is not tinsel and toys, trees and toddies, 
gifts and greetings. Christmas is the birth of God’s 
Son in lowliness; it is God in human flesh bending 
low to lift us up out of sin. 
If you are without Christ, you are totally bankrupt. 

But if you are in Christ, you share in all of his riches. 
In becoming a child of God, you become an heir of 
God and a joint-heir with Christ (Rom. 8:17). 

A	Prince	Who	Became	a	Pauper
Is there anything more 

apparent in the Christ-
mas story than the 
humble, lowly birth 
of Jesus? Herschel 
Hobbs said, “It is as 
though Christ slipped 
into the world—no 
fanfare, no king’s 
palace, no silk-lined 
cradle. Just humble 
swaddling clothes and 
a manger with straw 
for a bed!”

There has never been condescension like that of Christ. 
He came down from the lofty heights of heaven above 
to the lowly estate of earth below. O, how he humbled 
himself! Very God of very God stooped ever so low in 
becoming very Man of very Man.
The infinite condescension of the Lord Jesus Christ 

is carefully set forth in 2 Cor. 8:9, “For you know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you 
by his poverty might become rich.” What Jesus did 
in coming to earth and in giving himself was rooted 
in grace. Spurgeon said that Jesus “was not bound to 
have done it.” 
To show the utter lowliness to which Christ stooped, 

Paul contrasted his life before he came to the world. The 
state in which the Son existed before coming to earth as 
a man is described by the word “rich.” He lacked noth-
ing. He had everything for he made all things. Christ 
was richer than any other and all others combined in 
the entire world! But note the contrast. “Though he 
was rich… he became poor.” He went from wealth to 
poverty. From the splendor of heaven Christ came to 
the squalor of earth. 
“None was richer than he; none became poorer than 

he” (K. Hughes). He was God becoming man, and man-
hood is far beneath Godhood! For him to be born a man 
was “an infinite step downwards” (A. McClaren).
How poor he became. Though he was a king, he was 

born in a stable. His cradle was a feed-trough. He even 
spent time in exile, and none are poorer than those who 
flee from their home to another country for safety. His 
work was that of a carpenter, a lowly occupation. He 
had no permanent dwelling during his ministry. He 
was crucified like a common criminal and buried in a 
borrowed tomb. His condescension was great – from 
heaven to earth – and we simply cannot comprehend 
that.
But he did all this willingly. He was sent by the Father 

but he came willingly into the world in a lowly, humble 
state in order to save us and give us a home in heaven. 
Frank Houghton put it well poetically:

Thou who art God beyond all praising,
All for love’s sake becamest man;
Stooping so low, but sinners raising
Heavenwards by Thine eternal plan.



We Believe

CHAPTER 7 
God’s CovEnAnT

(PARAGRAPHs onE, Two, And THREE)
1.	 The	 distance	 between	 God	 and	

His	 creature	 man	 is	 so	 great	 that,	
although	men,	endowed	as	they	are	
with	reason,	owe	obedience	to	Him	
as	their	creator,	yet	they	could	never	have	attained	to	
life	as	their	reward	had	not	God,	in	an	act	of	voluntary	
condescension,	made	this	possible	by	the	making	of	a	
covenant.
Job	35:7,	8;	Luke	17:10

2.	Furthermore,	since	man,	by	reason	of	his	fall	into	sin,	
had	brought	himself	under	 the	curse	of	God’s	 law,	 it	
pleased	the	Lord	to	make	a	covenant	of	grace,	in	which	
He freely offers life and salvation by Jesus Christ to sin-
ners.	On	their	part	He	requires	faith	in	Him	that	they	
may	be	saved,	and	promises	to	give	His	Holy	Spirit	to	
all	those	who	are	elected	unto	eternal	life,	in	order	that	
they	may	be	made	willing	and	able	to	believe.
Gen.	2:17;	Ps.	110:3;	Ezek.	36:26,	27;	Mark	16:15,	16;	
John	3:16;	6:44,	45;	Rom.	3:20,	21;	8:3;	Gal.	3:10

3.	God’s	 covenant	 is	 revealed	 in	 the	gospel;	 in	 the	 first	
place	to	Adam	in	the	promise	of	salvation	by	‘the	seed	
of	the	woman’,	and	afterwards,	step	by	step,	until	the	
full	revelation	of	salvation	was	completed	in	the	New	
Testament.	The	salvation	of	the	elect	is	based	upon	a	
covenant	of	redemption	that	was	transacted	in	eternity	
between	the	Father	and	the	Son;	and	it	is	solely	through	
the	grace	conveyed	by	this	covenant	that	all	the	descen-
dants	of	fallen	Adam	who	have	been	saved	have	obtained	
life	and	a	blessed	immortality;	for	the	terms	of	blessing	
which	applied	to	Adam	in	his	state	of	innocency	have	no	
application	to	his	posterity	to	render	them	acceptable	
to	God.
Gen.	 3:15;	 John	 8:56;	 Acts	 4:12;	 Rom.	 4:1-5;																		
2	Tim.	1:9;	Titus	1:2;	Heb.1:1,2;	11:6,13.

BOOK REVIEW

DecemBer 5 – The ordinance of the Lord’s 
Supper will be observed in the afternoon 
service on December 5 (dv).
DecemBer 19 – Annual Christmas meal at 
GBC, 5 PM. Dana Crowell will be preach-
ing in the worship service at 6 PM.
DecemBer 26 anD January 2 – No Sun-
day School these two Sundays. All other 
services will be at the normal times.
DecemBer 26 – Fred Smith will be preach-

ing in the evening service (dv).
January 9 – Mack Tomlinson will be preaching both 
services (dv). He plans to bring copies of the biography 
he has recently written on Leonard Ravenhill.
FeBruary 6 – Annual church business meeting in the 
afternoon at 1:30 PM.

When	God	Made	Streams	
in	the	Desert
by Roger Ellsworth
Published by Day One, 124 pp.

It is always interesting to ask a group of people how they 
would each define “revival.” Just as there have been numer-
ous books written on the subject so there are probably just 
as many notions as to what revival actually is. In this very 
fresh and practical book, Roger Ellsworth draws from his 
extensive knowledge and experience to challenge some of 
the stereotypical views of revival. The old fashioned “re-
vival meetings” may have been more of a distraction as far 
as defining what true biblical revival is all about, but they 
revealed an underlying longing for God’s special blessing. 
Regretfully, it would seem that the church in general has lost 
such a thirst for revival today.

The author underlines the fact that true revival comes from 
God and concerns “God bringing his people back to spiritual 
vitality or life. It pertains only to Christians because only they 
have spiritual life.” Though “alive,” Christians can become 
“lifeless.” He says that “revival does not give Christians 
something new. It makes old things new.”

The book is divided into three simple sections: Revival 
Foundation, Revival Glory, and Revival Hope. When real 
revival comes to God’s people there is never any doubt as to 
its genuineness. There is always a deep awe of the Almighty 
and a single-minded commitment to holy living. Ellsworth 
declares, “Of one thing we can be sure: when true revival 
comes, the people of God will not have to be told to rever-
ence him!” Single-mindedness and wholeheartedness are 
married together in our total Christian service. “How much 
of our service today is of the shuffling, half-hearted variety,” 
comments the author.

When God appears in revival, believers fall in love all 
over again with biblical preaching, corporate worship and 
meetings for prayer. “Revive us, and we will call upon your 
name” (Ps 80:18).

Geoff Fox

All our fruit is found in 
Jesus. Remember his own 
words, “Without me ye can 
do nothing.” Our power to 
work comes wholly from his 
power. If we work effectual-

ly it must always be according to the effectual work-
ing of his power in us and through us.

The 1689 Confession of Faith

our poWer

to Work



Jesus once said, “No one can 
enter the strong man’s house 
and plunder his property un-
less he first binds the strong 
man” (Mark 3:27). The “strong 
man” Jesus was alluding to was 
Satan, and his house was this 
world—Satan’s realm of influ-
ence and power. 
The Old Testament speaks re-
peatedly of God’s intention to 
enter Satan’s house and plunder 
his goods, that is, to save many 
who were “being held captive 
by him to do his will” (2 Tim. 
2:26).
Satan knows the Scriptures 
(Matt. 4:5-6), and he is acutely 
aware of current events (con-
sider, for example, his aware-
ness of Job’s prosperity). He 
is a highly intelligent being 
who hates God, has plenty of 
evil resources at his disposal, 
and would love to foil God’s 
redemptive plan. Yet concern-
ing this great redemptive “bur-
glary,” God gave him all the 
details in advance. He told 
Satan exactly when, where, and 
how He would enter his house 
to plunder his goods. He didn’t 
announce His plan in secret 
codes or change it at the last 
minute. He revealed it publicly 
and repeatedly, and performed 
it exactly as announced.
Genesis	 3:15—God spoke 
to Satan directly, telling him 
that his head would one day be 
crushed (indicating total defeat) 
by One born of the woman. Isa-
iah 9:6 magnified this threat by 
describing the rule of absolute 
authority that would be given to 
the Seed of the woman.
Isaiah	7:14—God told Satan 
when and how the Child would 
enter the world. It would be an 
event that would draw a great 
deal of public attention because 
it would involve a virgin con-
ceiving a baby.
Micah	 5:2—God told Satan 

where the child would be born: 
“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephra-
thah… from you One will go forth 
for Me to be ruler in Israel.”
Matthew	1:18-19—God remind-
ed Satan of the imminent  birth of 
Christ. In fact, He gave him nine 
months warning. Mary, a virgin, 
conceived a child, plainly fulfilling 
the prophecy in Isaiah 7:14. It is 
impossible to hide a pregnancy for 
long, even from people, let alone 
from Satan.
Luke	 2:4-5—God gave Satan 
yet another notice that the birth of 
Christ was soon to occur. Mary, 
who was due to give birth any day, 
left with Joseph to go to Bethle-
hem—an obvious fulfillment of 
Micah 5:2.
Luke	2:8-14—Immediately after 
the birth of Jesus, when He was a 
helpless infant at His most vul-
nerable point in life, a multitude 
of angels broadcast His birth to 
shepherds in the hills around 
Bethlehem.
Luke	 2:15-20—These same 
shepherds went to see the baby 
Jesus, and then they told many 
others what they had seen and 
heard: The Messiah has been born 
in Bethlehem!
Matthew	2:2—God ordained an 
astronomical event to broadcast 
the news about the birth of Christ 
as far away as Persia. All who 
knew the Scriptures and how to 
read the signs in the heavens now 
knew both when and where the 
Messiah had been born.
Matthew	2:1-7—Herod, an evil 
instrument of Satan, learned of 
the birth of Jesus through the wise 
men and the chief priests. They 
told him where Jesus had been 
born. Herod clearly understood 
that this Child, who represented a 
serious threat to his authority, was 
living among peasants in Bethle-

hem, unprotected by any human 
authority. Amazingly, however, 
Herod took no immediate ac-
tion to have the baby destroyed. 
Instead he waited for the wise 
men to return, as though he were 
dependent upon them for infor-
mation he already possessed.
Revelation	 12:1-5—Satan, 
portrayed as a great red dragon, 
clearly knew all of the above 
facts related to the birth of Christ. 
He also had many instruments of 
murder at his disposal. The Bible 
describes him as a dragon wait-
ing before the woman to devour 
her Child at birth. What an easy 
kill this would be. And yet the 
dragon failed!
An intelligent and powerful be-
ing like Satan should have been 
able to prevent the birth and 
survival of this Baby. After all, 
he was given God’s plan well 
in advance. Yet Jesus was born, 
survived, grew, and went about 
Israel preaching and teaching 
about the kingdom of God and 
performing miracles. He even 
empowered his disciples to cast 
out demons, further demonstrat-
ing the loss of Satan’s authority. 
Many attempts were made to 
kill Him before His appointed 
time of death, but they all failed. 
Satan’s servants were only able 
to bring about His death when 
He chose to lay His life down 
(John 10:18), and when it was 
God’s predestined purpose for 
Him to suffer and die (Acts 
4:27-28).
Satan is a devil to be sure, but 
He is a bound devil. To this day 
his house is being plundered by 
the One to whom all authority 
has been given “in heaven and 
on earth” (Matt. 28:18). Satan is 
a defeated “strong man.” Bow 
down to King Jesus, who has 
bound him forever!

The	Binding	of	Satan	as	Seen	in	the	Birth	(and	Survival)	of	Jesus
Daryl Wingerd


