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“Preaching the free grace of God which brings 
a change of lifestyles, masters, and destinies.”

Dean olive, Pastor
–– November 2009 Issue ––

nursery scheDule

Financial summary as oF 
 novemBer 1, 2009

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 101,235.81
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 104,044.50
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 3,845.42
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 128,125.55
Love offerings (ytd) $ 3,602.00
Total offerings (ytd) $ 136,212.05
October Love offerings $ 200.00
October General Fund offerings $ 10,803.50
Building Fund balance $  74,921.81
Missions Fund balance $ 11,500.81
General Fund balance $ 65,610.00 WeDnesDay eveninG

Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

scheDule oF services

normal sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

November 
01  Troy & Jessica Moseley
08  Joshua & Lori Hewlett
15  Jon & Tanya Amis
22  David & Mary Alice Olive
29  Kevin & Sara Smith
December 
06  Linda Olive & Sonja Williams
13  Vicki Johnson & Amber Solan
20  Bob & Faye Williams
27  Troy & Jessica Moseley

church cleaninG 
(see Jon Amis with questions)

November - The Hines
December - The Moseleys

The original thanksgiving celebration was held by 
the Pilgrim settlers in Massachusetts during their sec-
ond winter in America in December, 1621. They gave 
thanks to God for His protection and care. From that 
time forward, Thanksgiving has been celebrated as a 
day in America to give thanks to God for His gracious 
and sufficient provision.
From cover to cover, the Bible is filled with examples 
of God’s people rendering thanks. Giving thanks is an 
important element of worship and prayer. Paul sums up 
our duty and privilege in 1 Thessalonians 5:1-18: “Re-
joice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you.”
Of all of God’s gifts, the greatest is His Son, Jesus Christ. 
In receiving this great gift, we have eternal life. For the 
gift of His Son, the gift which meets our greatest need, 
let us say with the Apostle Paul, “Thanks be to God for 
His indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15).

The Focus of Christians on 
Thanksgiving



to give it to the people to eat (7). What had taken place 
with the bread took place with the fish. The fish were 
multiplied and the people ate. What a miracle! “In the 
almighty hands of Jesus seven loaves and a few fishes 
were made sufficient to satisfy 4000 men. Nothing is too 
hard for the Lord” (Ryle).

Everyone ate their fill. No one went hungry. There were 
also seven large baskets of remains. The supply of Jesus 
always meets and exceeds the demand. Matthew indicates 
in his parallel account that the number was 4000 men, not 
including women and children (15:38). Having provided 
for the needs of the people, Jesus then sent them away. 
Their spiritual needs had been met in the three days of 
teaching and now their physical needs had been met. Jesus 
then departed in a boat and went to Dalmanutha.

What a wonderful lesson about Jesus there in this miracle. 
We learn of his mighty power and his great compassion. 
He is able to perform mighty works because he is om-
nipotent and he is willing to help the needy because he 
is full of compassion.

But there is a great lesson in this miracle about our spiri-
tual needs being met. There is bread-a-plenty for those 
who are hungry. There is water in abundance for those 
who are thirsty. We ought not doubt the power of Christ 
and the compassion of Christ to meet all our spiritual 
needs. God’s word says, “Ho! Everyone who thirst, come 
to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy 
and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money 
and without price” (Isa. 55:1). 

For every soul who trusts him there is living water to drink 
and living bread to eat. J.C. Ryle said, “His heart has not 
changed since he ascended and sat at the right hand of 
God. The one who had compassion on the hungry crowd in 
the desert and met their need—he is still alive. How much 
more, may we suppose, will he meet the need of those who 
trust him? He will supply them without fail…”

Jesus was not detached from his hearers. He loved them 
and had compassion for them, as he does for us. What Je-
sus felt for the crowd then he feels for us today. Whatever 
our need is, he is compassionate. He is not simply aware 
of our need but is concerned about it, and by his grace, 
makes provision for us. That is why he went to the cross. 
He died in order to meet our greatest need, the need of 
salvation. O what a tender, compassionate friend/He met 
the need of my heart (J. W. Peterson).

He can and he will meet our deepest need! See the depth 
of His compassion/In love’s purest form revealed/There 
upon the cross of Calvary/Where a broken world was 
healed (Simoney Girard).

The Hungry Fed
Life is never without 
problems. The stories 
of life are stories filled 
with difficulties and 
dilemmas. That’s what 
makes them interesting. 
If there was no crisis to 
be defused or problem 
to be solved, our stories 
simply would not be 
interesting.

The 8th chapter of Mark 
tells us about a problem that Jesus solved (vv. 1-10). The 
problem was one of hunger. There was a large crowd of 
people who had just been satisfied with the words of life 
that came from the lips of Jesus, but now their stomachs 
were growling. Their greatest need was for the bread of 
spiritual life but they also needed the bread that sustains 
physical life. 

The people had “nothing to eat” (v. 2). They didn’t have 
any sandwiches; they didn’t have energy bars; they didn’t 
have little packets of peanuts. They had “nothing to eat.” 
And there were 4000 hungry people, not just one, and 
they had not eaten anything for three days. They were 
also far away from home and in danger of fainting if not 
fed (vv. 2-3).

Problems are meant to be solved but how do you solve a 
problem of this magnitude? That would be difficult for us 
but not for Christ. What is impossible with man is possible 
with God, and Jesus was the God-Man. The solution to the 
problem was to feed them but how was that to be done? 

Jesus fed the people in a miraculous manner. His disciples 
were able to round up seven loaves of bread and a few 
small fish, which were sufficient for Jesus to multiply and 
feed the vast multitude. They even had seven baskets of 
leftovers! This was one of our Lord’s great miracles. He 
had compassion on the people and he exercised his divine 
power to feed them a meal. 

We are told that Jesus “took the seven loaves and gave 
thanks, broke them and gave them to his disciples to set 
before them; and they set them before the multitude” (6). 
There are four verbs, action words that describe what he 
did – took, gave thanks, broke, and gave. He took what 
was given to him, what was available. He gave thanks to 
the Father for the loaves. He then broke the bread and it 
was multiplied. And lastly he gave it to his disciples who 
in turn gave it to the people.

Course two of the meal was fish. Jesus took “a few small 
fish, and having blessed them,” he instructed his disciples 



A Slight of God’s Sovereignty

“The power of God is abused by presuming on it, 
without using the means he hath appointed. When 
men sit with folded arms, and make a confidence 
in his power a glorious title to their idleness and 
disobedience, they would have his strength do all, 
and his precept should move them to do nothing; 
this is a trust of his power against his command, a 
pretended glorifying his power with a slight of his 
sovereignty.”

Puritan Gems

Stephen Charnock

novemBer 1 – Bob Marsh will begin 
a new series of Sunday School lessons 
for the adult class on “Man Made in the 
Image of God,” which will be taught 
throughout November (DV).

novemBer 1 – Peter Lovassy begins lead-
ing a Sunday School class for the youth 
with instruction by John Piper via DVD 
entitled, Why We Believe the Bible. The 

twelve sessions explain why the Bible stands above all 
other books as the Book of books, pointing infallibly 
to the King of kings. 

novemBer 25 – Thanksgiving Prayer Meeting, focusing 
on the many blessings we have received and the joy of 
rendering thanks to God.

novemBer 29 – Dana Crowell, pastor of Prosperity 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, will be preaching in 
the evening service.

DecemBer 20 – Providence Presbyterian Church will 
be joining us this year for our annual Christmas service. 
The meal will be at 5 PM, and the worship service, with 
Pastor Mark Winder preaching, will be at 6 PM. Our 
church will provide the main course for the meal and 
the ladies from Providence will bring the desserts

December 27 – Roger Best, a retired pastor living in 
Chapel Hill, TN, who is also a member of F.I.R.E., will 
be preaching in the morning service.

april 24-25, 2010 – Spring Bible Conference with Dr. 
Michael Haykin. 

We Believe 
The 1689 Confession of Faith
CHAPTER 2 - GoD anD the holy trinity 
(paragraph 1)

THERE is but one, and only one, 
living and true God. He is self-
existent and infinite in His being 
and His perfections. None but He can comprehend 
or understand His essence. He is pure spirit, invisible, 
and without body, parts, or the changeable feelings 
of men. He alone possesses immortality, and dwells 
amid the light insufferably bright to mortal men. He 
never changes. He is great beyond all our conceptions, 
eternal, incomprehensible, almighty and infinite. He is 
most holy, wise, free and absolute. All that He does is 
the out-working of His changeless, righteous will, and 
for His own glory. He is most- loving, gracious, merci-
ful and compassionate. He abounds in goodness and 
truth. He forgives iniquity, transgression and sin. He 
rewards those who seek Him diligently. But He hates 
sin. He will not overlook guilt or spare the guilty, and 
He is perfectly just in executing judgment.

Gen. 17:1; Exod. 3:14; 34:6,7; Deut. 4:15,16; 6:4; 1 
Kings 8:27; Neh.9:32,33; Ps. 5:5,6; 90:2; 115:3; Prov. 
16:4; Isa. 6:3; 46:10; 48:12; Jer. 10:10; 23:23,24; 
Nah. 1:2,3; Mal. 3:6; John 4:24; Rom.11:36; 1 Cor. 
8:4,6; 1 Tim.1:17; Heb. 11:6. 

WeB sites

Johnny Farese– 
     www.farese.com/
christian auDio Books – 
     www.atwhatpricetruth.com/
the shepherD’s FelloWship pulpit BloG–
      www.shepherdsfellowship.org/pulpit/
christan stories For younG Boys – 
     http://agapeindia.com/stories/
preach the WorD – 
     www.preachtheword.com/

For the Christian, every day should be Thanks-
giving Day. We should give thanks in all circum-
stances, even for the problems and hardships we 
face. The Apostle Paul called the Colossians to 
abound in thanksgiving, to overflow with gratitude 
(2:7). Think of the many ways God has blessed you 
and “give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his 
steadfast love endures forever” (Ps 118:1).



Literary critic Lionel Trilling once 
referred to “the dark and bloody 
crossroads where literature and politics 
meet.” In reality, almost all literature 
is political in some sense. Oddly 
enough, the most explicitly subversive 
literature is often presented to the very 
youngest among us -- our children. Far 
too many parents seem not to notice.
In “The Defiant Ones,” a recent essay 
published in the New Yorker, Daniel 
Zalewski argues that picture books 
for children now reflect a world turned 
upside down in terms of the relation-
ship between parent and child. As he 
explains, in the newest picture books 
for children, the kids are solidly in 
charge.
In this sense, the books we read to our 
children reflect the cultural values of 
our age. Inescapably, these narratives 
for children reveal far more than a 
storyline. Indeed, the books tell us 
more than we may want to know about 
the tenor of our times. And Zalewski 
explains:
Like the novel or the sitcom, the picture 
book records shifts in domestic life: 
newspaper-burrowing fathers have 
been replaced by eager, if bumbling, 
diaper-changers. Similarly, the stern 
disciplinarians of the past—in Robert 
McCloskey books, parents instruct 
children not to cry—have largely van-
ished. The parents in today’s stories 
suffer the same diminution in authority 
felt by the parents reading them aloud 
(an hour past bedtime). The typical 
adult in a contemporary picture book 
is harried and befuddled, scurrying to 
fulfill a child’s wishes and then hesi-
tantly drawing the line.
Zalewski’s insight into the revela-
tory character of books for children is 
truly important. As he knows, today’s 
parents have indeed experienced a 
“diminution in authority” that is un-
precedented in human history. Increas-
ingly, it is children who have the upper 
hand in the power equation. Parents, 
who have been drinking deeply from 
the wells of contemporary secular 
parenting advice, have largely become 
passive facilitators in the lives of their 
children.

As Zalewski argues, today’s young parents 
“learn that there are many things they must 
never do to their willful young child: spank, 
scold, bestow frequent praise, criticize, 
plead, withhold affection, take away toys, 
‘model’ angry emotions, intimidate, bar-
gain, nag.” In other words, “nearly all forms 
of discipline appear morally suspect.”
Modern “experts” like Alfie Kohn now go 
so far as to argue that rewarding children 
for good behavior is virtually as injurious 
to the child as punishing children for nega-
tive behavior. Arguing against what he calls 
“conditional parenting,” Kohn came out 
against everything from the “time out” to 
positive reinforcement. Writing recently in 
The New York Times, Kohn asserted:
Conditional parenting isn’t limited to 
old-school authoritarians. Some people 
who wouldn’t dream of spanking choose 
instead to discipline their young children 
by forcibly isolating them, a tactic we prefer 
to call “time out.” Conversely, “positive 
reinforcement” teaches children that they 
are loved, and lovable, only when they do 
whatever we decide is a “good job.”
Today’s parents, advised by the likes of 
Alfie Kohn, are themselves the children 
and grandchildren of a generation raised by 
parents who abandoned traditional parent-
ing for the advice of Dr. Benjamin Spock. 
The war against parental authority gained 
momentum throughout the 20th century. 
Now, today’s children are often virtually 
undisciplined -- their parents having aban-
doned the central role of disciplinarian due 
to distraction, ideological intimidation, 
cultural pressure, or sheer confusion.
In his essay, Zalewski reviewed some of the 
most popular of the picture books released 
in recent years. In these books, “the default 
temperament of the child is bratty.” Indeed, 
the brattiness of the children depicted in 
these books is often “so zesty and creative 
that the behavioral transgressions take on 
the quality of art.” Parents are presented 
as frustrated, bewildered, and concerned 
-- but clearly not in charge.
It was not always so. As Zalewski observes, 
“The parents in picture books used to be 
tougher.” Parents used to set the rules, and 
children were expected to obey. Disobedi-
ent children were corrected and (gasp!) 
even punished. The new literature for chil-

dren presents a world in which parents 
are more likely to obey their children.
Indeed, in today’s world “nearly all 
forms of discipline appear morally sus-
pect.” Do parents have any clue that it 
is the lack of discipline that is far more 
likely to harm a child?
Today’s Christian parents must push 
hard against the prevailing secular wis-
dom if they are to be faithful. The Bible 
makes clear (and simple observation 
affirms) that children desperately need 
discipline from their parents. Further-
more, the Bible reveals that the faithful 
and wise parent disciplines, teaches, 
corrects, chastens, rewards, and pun-
ishes the child as a demonstration of true 
love and parental responsibility.
Furthermore, the Bible straightfor-
wardly presents a model of the family in 
which the parents possess an authority 
over their children that is nonnegotiable 
and essential for the health and happi-
ness of the entire family. Indeed, the 
faithful parent is the one who rightly 
exercises and fulfills that authority. In 
our current cultural context, there are 
few collisions more direct and deter-
minative than that between the secular 
and biblical conceptions of the role of 
parents.
Once again, we are reminded that books 
matter. In this case, Daniel Zalewski’s 
essay reminds us that books intended 
for the very youngest matter very much. 
The picture books we put in front of our 
children help frame their expectation 
and understanding of their place in life 
and in the family. 
Today’s parents must look carefully 
at the books they put before the eyes 
of their chil-
dren. Some 
of the most 
subversive 
l i t e r a t u r e 
in the land 
is designed 
to put chil-
dren -- and 
not parents 
-- firmly in 
charge.

parents, oBey your chilDren?
Albert Mohler


