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Grace Baptist church
122 Walnut Street 

Madison, AL  35758 
256-837-8821

GBc homepaGes 
http://www.gracemadison-al.com

http://sermonaoudio.com/gbcmadisonal
“Preaching the free grace of God which brings 
a change of lifestyles, masters, and destinies.”

Dean olive, Pastor
–– February 2009 Issue ––

“Let us offer to God accept-
able worship, with reverence 
and awe” (Hebrews 10:28).

nursery scheDule

Financial summary as oF 
FeBruary 1, 2009

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 11,388.47
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 6,972.73
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 0.00
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 8,969.00
Love offerings (ytd) $ 100.00
Total offerings (ytd) $ 9,250.22
January Love offerings $ 100.00
January General Fund offerings $ 17,395.24
Building Fund balance $ 56,793.43
Missions Fund balance $ 10,252.91
General Fund balance $ 58,000.49

WeDnesDay eveninG
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

scheDule oF services

normal sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

Sacred MuSic concert
February 15

in the 6 PM Service

PreSenting 
the 

Palazzolo and Mieczkowski 
Teenagers

The three young people in our own Palazzolo family will be 
joining five young people from the Mieczkowski family from 
Michigan for a 20-minute concert of  sacred music played 
with the violin, cello and viola.

The praise that is offered to God in music is also an im-
mense blessing to the Lord’s people. Let us come with hearts 
prepared to hear music that honors the Lord and lifts up the 
soul in adoration to our great God.

February
01  Kevin & Sara Smith
08  Linda Olive & Sonja Williams
15  Vicki Johnson & Sharon Bagley
22  Bob & Faye Williams
March 
01  Kristy Hines & Jenny Lovassy
08  Joshua & Lori Hewlett
15  Jon & Tanya Amis
22  David & Mary Alice Olive
29  Nellie & Hannah McFadden



“Whom [God]  justified,  them he also glorified.” This  is 
not, as A. W. Pink says, “simply a promise that God ‘will 
glorify,’ but so sure and certain is that blissful event, the 
past tense is used.”

The foundation or grounds for security is Christ. “In Christ” 
is a phrase Paul often used. It occurs in all of his letters 
and perhaps, better than any other expression, describes 
what a Christian is. A Christian is someone who is in 
Christ Jesus. 

Listen to Paul. In Romans 6:11 he wrote, “Likewise you 
also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive 
to God in Christ Jesus  our Lord.” To  the Corinthians 
he said, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things 
have become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). He penned these words 
to the Ephesians: “But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ” 
(Eph. 2:13).

The sinner is safe and secure from condemnation for his sins 
only if he is in Christ. To be in Christ means to be shielded 
from God’s wrath, because the One we are in endured the 
whole of wrath divine for us. Toplady wrote:

The terrors of law and of God, 
With me can have nothing to do; 
My Savior’s obedience and blood 
Hide all my transgressions from view.

Being in Christ is to be just as free from condemnation as 
he is! Jesus would have to be condemned before we could 
be, and that, of course, will never happen. If you are in 
Christ Jesus, you don’t have to cross your fingers and hope 
that you will somehow by-pass the judgment of God in the 
day of God’s wrath and judgment. No, no, no! If you are in 
Christ, the judgment and wrath of God has already passed 
over you and you will never, ever be subject to it.

There is pardon for sin for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
A. T. Robertson said, “The fire has burned on and around 
the Cross of Christ. There and  there alone  is safety.”  If 
you are in Christ, you are safe. However, if you are not in 
Christ, you are on sinking ground. The place to be, the only 
place to be, to escape the judgment of God is in Christ! 
Believing on the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord puts 
you in him! And if you are in him, you are safe. 

How is it with you? Are you in Christ? If so, then you are 
not under God’s wrath and judgment, and you are safe and 
secure, upheld by the mighty arm of our great Redeemer.

The Security of the Believer

Security is a word 
we often hear in 
today’s world. 

Everyone wants the 
assurance that they are 
safe and out of danger. 

Homes  are  fitted with 
security systems. Fences 
are built along borders 
to prevent terrorists or 
illegal immigrants from 

coming  in. There  is  a  financial  organization  called  the 
Security and Exchange Commission that helps secure 
financial  investments.  Since  9-11,  the  government  has 
established the Department of Homeland Security.

We are a security-conscious people in this day and age – we 
have Social Security, security guards, and virus protection 
systems to secure our computers.

The doctrine of the security of the believer is very important 
teaching in the Bible. It is a clear teaching of Scripture 
and it is a most comforting teaching of Scripture. Jesus 
gives  his  sheep  “eternal  life”  and  declared,  “they  shall 
never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of my 
hand” (John 10:28). The apostle Paul thundered, “There is 
therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). Peter said that those whom Christ saves 
are “kept by the power of God through faith for salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:5).

Many in the church today do not understand these words. 
They think that a Christian is a person who, if he confesses 
his sin and asks for forgiveness, receives it, but if he should 
sin again he is back once more under God’s wrath. And they 
see him going back and forth, condemned, not condemned; 
saved, then lost, then saved again.

But  that  is  unbiblical.  It  is  a  seriously  deficient  view of 
what is actually true. Once God justifies a sinner, that sinner 
can never come under divine condemnation again. When a 
Christian sins, he receives chastisement from the Lord, but 
he does not come under the eternal judgment of God. Jesus 
said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that hears my word, 
and believes on him that sent me, has everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life” (John 5:24).

When Christ says that believers will not come into 
condemnation, he means that their salvation is absolute, 
complete,  and final.  In  fact,  so  absolute  and unalterable 
is our justification, that Paul in Romans 8:30 says, 



WeB sites
Question #106 – What do we pray 
for in the fourth petition of the Lord’s 
Prayer?
ansWer – In the fourth petition 
(which is, Give us this day our daily 
bread) we pray, That of God’s free 
gift we may receive a competent 
portion of the good things of this life, 
and enjoy his blessing with them.
scripture – Proverbs 30:8, “Remove 
far from me vanity and lies: give me 
neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient 
for me.” 1 Timothy 4:4-5, “For every creature of God is 
good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with 
thanksgiving: for it is sanctified by the word of God and 
prayer.” Proverbs 10:22, “The blessing of the Lord, it makes 
rich, and he adds no sorrow with it.”
comment – “Why do we pray to God for these good things, 
can we not get them ourselves, or our fellow-creatures give 
them to us? Not without God: whatever we have of these 
things, they are from God; whoever be the second cause or 
instrument: If ourselves, God gives us ability and success 
to get them; if others, God inclined their hearts, and opened 
their hands to bestow them; Deuteronomy 8:17-18, ‘And 
thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of my 
hand hath gotten me this wealth. But thou shalt remember 
the Lord thy God; for it is he that giveth thee power to get 
wealth’” (John Flavel).
illustration – A minister of the gospel went to dine at the 
house of one of his hearers, whom he was in the habit of 
visiting. Dinner being on the table, the master of the house 
requested the preacher to ask a blessing. It was no sooner 
said, than one of the children, a boy about seven years old, 
asked the following appropriate and memorable question. 
“Father, what is the reason we always have a blessing 
asked when the minister dines with us, and never at any 
other time?”

reliGious aFFections ministry –
      www.religiousaffectionsministries.org/
the henry institute – 
     www.henryinstitute.org/
soli Deo Gloria – 
     www.lgmarshall.org/
olD Faith Baptist liBrary – 
     www.elbourne.org/baptist/ofbl_docs/
roBert smith canDlish – 
     www.newble.co.uk/candlish/

FeBruary 15 –  A 20-minute Sacred 
Music Concert will be held in the eve-
ning service. Music will be played by 
Joshua, Matthew, and Olivia Palazzolo, 
along with five  of  their  friends  from 
Michigan.

FeBruary 20 – The Ladies of Grace will be meeting 
at 6:30 PM. The meeting will be a layette shower for 
Choose Life of North Alabama. There is a possibil-
ity that a representative for Choose Life will be at 
the meeting to share more about their ministry. For 
information about items needed for the layette, contact 
Sara Smith at sara.g.smith@hotmail.com. 
FeBruary 19-22 – The True Church Conference, 
Grace Life Church, Muscle Shoals, Alabama. The 
theme for the conference is, “The Wonderful Grace 
of Repentance.” Speakers are Conrad Mbewe, Paul 
Washer, Voddie Baucham, Jonathan Sims, and Jeff 
Noblit. See their web site for more details (www.
fbcms.org/).
FeBruary 22 – Dana Crowell will be preaching God’s 
Word in the evening service.
april 17-19 – Our annual Spring Bible Conference is 
scheduled with Mack Tomlinson from Denton, Texas, 
as the preacher.
septemBer 20-22 – We are hosting a regional FIRE 
conference at our church. The main speaker is David 
Ellis, from Hinckley, England. Jerry Marcellino, 
Donny Martin, and John Crotts will be preaching 
also (dv).

Puritan Gems
Don’t Die in your sins

Joseph alleine

“Oh, better were it for you to die in a jail, in a ditch, in a dun-
geon, than to die in your sins. If death, as it will take away all 
your comforts, would take away all your sins too, it were some 
mitigation; but your sins will follow you when your friends 
leave you, and all your worldly enjoyments shake hands with 
you. Your sins will not die with you as a prisoner’s other debts 
will; but they will go to judgment with you there to be your 
accusers; and they will go to hell with you there to be your 
tormentors.”



How CHurCHes DeCline
Erroll Hulse

The head of the Church is our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We see this 
particularly in the way he writes to 
the seven churches in Asia Minor 
in Revelation chapters two and 
three. He encourages and cor-
rects and reproves. He observes 
too that while faithfulness in doc-
trine is commendable, it is pos-
sible to lose our first love and so 
incur his displeasure (Rev. 2:3). 
 
1] Christ as head of the churches 
maintains his ministry among 
them as prophet, priest and king. 
 
Christ’s prophetic ministry is 
maintained through the ordi-
nance of gospel preaching. Week 
by week we hear the message 
of Christ by way of teaching 
and application of the Word. He 
is the Word of God (John 1:1, 
Rev. 19:13). That is one reason 
why preaching is so important. 
 
Christ’s priestly ministry is main-
tained through prayer in the 
worship services where prayer is 
led from the front by the elders. 
Opportunity is given in the prayer 
meetings of the church where all 
members of the church can pray 
because all members of the body of 
Christ enjoy equally the right of ac-
cess to the throne of grace. We call 
this the priesthood of all believers. 
 
Christ’s kingly ministry is main-
tained in the discipline of the 
church. The members are to live 
holy lives and be loyal and faith-
ful to their leaders and to each 
other. Christ’s body is different 
from the world because Christ’s 
body is holy just as he is holy. 
Churches decline when Christ’s 
ministry as prophet priest and king 
is negated. This never takes place 
suddenly. It is a gradual process. 
 
2] Churches decline when the 
sermon is removed from the 
services to be replaced by sim-
ple visual teaching methods. 
 
The removal of the pulpit ministry 

and the sermon is to negate Christ’s 
ministry as prophet. In our non-
church-going society some churches 
add seeker-sensitive services. That 
can be advantageous because even 
there a brief preaching ministry can be 
successfully maintained. Everything 
is made simple and such services can 
precede the main stated services so 
that those who wish to attend both 
the seeker service and the main ser-
vice may do so. Thoughtful ways of 
reaching out to the community are 
needed. With much hard work these 
can be put in place without negating 
the place of preaching in the main 
stated weekly services of the church. 
To remove the sermon from Lord’s 
Day services is like inviting people to 
a gospel feast but when the guests 
arrive all there is is cakes and cookies. 
 
3] Churches also decline when 
the evening service is removed 
which reduces by half the prophetic 
ministry of our Lord on his day. 
 
We rejoice to keep the Lord’s Day - not 
to keep just the Lord’s Day morning. In 
some churches evening congregations 
have increased because the faithful 
from other churches attend since they 
have no evening service of their own. 
 
4] Christ’s priestly ministry is ne-
ga ted  when  churches  aban-
don the weekly prayer meeting. 
 
The main reason for this change is 
that fellowship house groups are 
deemed better. The prevailing opinion 
in many churches is that prayer can be 
maintained in the house groups. This 
system has worked in some churches 
mainly because of sterling leadership 
and constant coordination and over-
sight. But is has not worked well in 
other churches. The evidence in the 
New Testament is that the churches 
as well as house groups gathered 
together with the specific purpose 
of prayer. C H Spurgeon testified 
that at New Park Street there was a 
prayer meeting every morning from 
7:00 am to 7:30 am, as well as one 
every week attended by 3000. When 
there is no stated prayer meeting in a 

church, that reduces the profile of 
Christ’s priestly ministry among his 
people. That weakens the church. 
Intercessors who have the gift of 
laying hold of the Lord are very rare 
today. They should not be discour-
aged. If they do not fit comfortably 
into house groups why not suggest 
a time and place where they can 
pray together on a regular basis? 
 
5 ]  Ch r i s t ’ s  k i n g l y  m i n i s -
try is  negated when d isc i -
pline ceases in a local church. 
 
Authoritarianism is to be avoided 
by the elders, as that does not 
reflect the mind of Christ. On 
the other hand the letters to 
the seven churches and to the 
Corinthians show that discipline 
must be maintained with regard 
to immoral living and with regard 
to heretical doctrine. Also luke-
warmness is to be reproved (Rev. 
3:14-21). Those members who 
fail without good reason to attend 
for months on end should be vis-
ited and challenged. If there is no 
repentance, discipline should be 
applied. When there is little or no 
difference between the behaviour 
of the church and the world, the 
witness of the church is weakened. 
 
Believers from abroad or from 
another town who have been 
well-taught may ask the following 
questions: Is there preaching? The 
answer to that is: Most times, but 
expect to come to family services 
which are seeker-friendly where 
there is no sermon. The next ques-
tion is, Is there a weekly prayer 
meeting? The answer is: No; we 
have house groups. The next 
question by a discerning enquirer 
is, Do the members really have to 
take their church covenants seri-
ously or is that just idealistic? The 
answer is: We hope they will take 
them seriously, but in reality they 
are idealistic.

Erroll Hulse is the editor of Reformation 
Today, a bi-monthly magazine for Reformed 
Baptist.


