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“Preaching the free grace of God which brings 
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nursery scheDule

Financial summary as oF 
 auGust 1, 2009

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 70,865.07
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 72,226.01
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 1,345.42
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 93,717.95
Love offerings (ytd) $ 1,622.00
Total offerings (ytd) $ 95,339.95
July Love offerings $ 0.00
July General Fund offerings $ 18,669.82
Building Fund balance $  69,706.12
Missions Fund balance $ 9,450.95
General Fund balance $ 68,016.60

WeDnesDay eveninG
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

scheDule oF services

normal sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

auGust

02 – Kevin & Sara Smith
09 – Linda Olive & Sonja Williams
16 – Vicki Johnson & Amber Solan
23 – Bob & Faye Williams 
30 – Sharon Bagley & Hannah McFadden

septemBer

06 – Kristy Hines & Jenny Lovassy
13 – Joshua & Lori Hewlett
20 – Jon and Tanya Amis
27 – David & Mary Alice Olive

Grace Baptist theoloGical 
institute

the Doctrine oF christ

A Study of the PerSon And Work of ChriSt

August 24 – December 7

Classes will be taught by Dr. Sam Waldron of the Midwest Center for 
Theological Studies, Owensboro, Kentucky 

(lectures on DVD).

The treatment of the person of Christ 
includes study of the deity, humanity, 
personality, and sinlessness of our Lord. 
The treatment of the work of Christ 
includes study of the necessity, nature, and 
extent of His atonement.

Classes meet on Mondays at 7 PM. There 
are 24 lectures of 55 minutes each. Two lectures will be viewed 
each class period, for 12 Mondays. The cost for the class is $30.00 
(there will also be text books to purchase). 

church cleaninG 
(see Jon Amis with questions)

auGust - The Lovassys
septemBer - The Johnsons
octoBer - The Swinneys
novemBer - The Hines
DecemBer - The Moseleys

laWn care
(see Dominic Palazzolo with questions)

auGust - The Palazzolos
septemBer - Troy Moseley & Peter Lovassy
octoBer - Dean & Linda Olive



bringing them directly into his presence. 

God wants us to call on him in the day of trouble and to 
expect deliverance. But there will be times when he permits 
the trouble we are in to last longer or even bring us to glory. 
He is sovereign and can and does decide what is best for us. 
But deliver us he does. He either delivers us from the present 
circumstance in this life or takes us to be with him. 

This was the attitude of the three Hebrew children when 
threatened to be cast into the fiery furnace. They said to 
Nebuchadnezzar, “Our God whom we serve is able to deliver 
us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us 
from your hand, O king. But if not, let it be known to you, 
O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship 
the gold image which you have set up” (Daniel 3:17-18).

God’s will is always best but whatever it is, he will deliver 
us. In the book Trusting God, Jerry Bridges shares this 
story:

“Several years ago I encountered a series of related difficul-
ties within a few days. Not major calamities, but of a nature 
as to cause me great distress. At the outset, the verse Psalm 
50:15 came to my mind, ‘Call upon me in the day of trouble; 
I will deliver you, and you will honor me’ [NIV]. I began to 
call upon God asking Him to deliver me, but it seemed the 
more I called, the more the difficulties came.

I began to wonder if God’s promises had any real meaning. 
Finally one day I said to God, ‘I will take You at Your Word. 
I will believe that in Your time and in Your way, You will 
deliver me.’ The difficulties did not cease, but the peace of 
God did quiet my fears and anxieties. And then, in due time, 
God did deliver me from those troubles, and He did it in such 
a way that I knew He had done it. God’s promises are true. 
They cannot fail because He cannot lie. But, to realize the 
peace they are intended to give, we must choose to believe 
them. We must cast our anxieties upon Him.”

Psalm 50:15 also instructs us concerning something else we 
must do – “Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver 
you, and you shall glorify me.” The one who gives, the one 
who helps, should receive the glory. We get the help and 
God gets the glory. He provides for us and should therefore 
receive all praise and glory.

What a blessed text this is. Let’s avail ourselves of its 
promise. Let us lay hold on and cling to God’s promise to 
deliver us when we call on him in the day of trouble. Do 
we call? Do we cry out to God? He tells us to. What are 
we waiting for?

Calling on God in the Day of Trouble
 The word of God en-
courges us to cast our-
selves, along with our 
burdens, on the Lord 
(e.g. Psalm 55:22; 1 Pe-
ter 5:7). Psalm 50:15 
is a text that encour-
ages us to cast ourselves 
upon the Lord. God says, 
“Call upon me in the 
day of trouble; I will de-
liver you, and you shall  

glorify me.”

Psalm 50:15 instructs us what to do – God says, “Call upon 
me.” If you are like me, there are certain people you don’t 
want to call on for help because you know they are so busy. 
You would like to get their counsel or advice about a matter 
but you know they are swamped with calls from others. You 
don’t want to be a pain so you don’t call them.

God isn’t like that! He is swamped with calls but he can 
handle them all. We should never fear that he doesn’t have 
time for us or that he tires of hearing from us too often. He is 
the one who bids us to call on him! He means it. This isn’t an 
insincere invitation – it is genuine and given from his heart.

Psalm 50:15 instructs us when to do it – God says, “Call upon 
me in the day of trouble.” Anytime is a good time to call on 
the Lord but times of trouble are especially so. We should 
frequently come to the Lord in good times with prayers of 
thanksgiving, but we especially need to come to him “in the 
day of trouble.” 

God loves for his children to seek him in their time of need. 
God specializes in helping the needy. He is full of compas-
sion; he is merciful; he is kind; he is loving; etc. So he wants 
to help us. But also, and just as important, he is able to help 
us and fix the things that are wrong or hurting in our lives. 
He isn’t just willing to help, he is able. So let’s not hesitate 
to call on him in the day of trouble!

Psalm 50:15 instructs us concerning what God will do – “Call 
upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you 
shall glorify me.” God is a deliverer! He delivers the needy 
who call on him in their distress. 

God says, “I will.” He promises to deliver us. On the basis of 
this promise we know that God will deliver uss in the day of 
trouble. However, the way he delivers us may be different that 
we expect. God has allowed many of  his children be stoned, 
sawn asunder, put to death with the sword, etc. (Heb 11:37) 
but he delivered them nonetheless. He delivered them by 



Watch Against Temptation

Grace Baptist Church is hosting a Regional FIRE Conference 
in September that will double as our Fall Bible Conference. 
The theme of the Conference is The Grace of God and the 
Gospel. Our Church Conference begins on Sunday, Sep-
tember 20; the FIRE Conference is Monday and Tuesday, 
September 21-22.

David Ellis, pastor of Mount Road Baptist Church in Hinck-
ley, England, will be preaching on the Lord’s Day and on 
Monday and Tuesday evening. Joining him on Tuesday, with 
services beginning at 9:30 AM, will be John Crotts, Jerry 
Marcellino, and Donnie Martin. 

Brochures are available for distribution.

Puritan Gems

Thomas Watson

Oh, Christians, look to your steps! When you have prayed 
against sin, then watch against temptation. Such as are 
more excellent than others, God expects some singular 
thing from them. They should bring more glory to God and, 
by their exemplary piety, make proselytes to religion. Better 
fruit is expected from a vineyard than from a wild forest.

auGust 2 - We welcome David Vaughn and 
his family to our church. David and Nicky 
have served as missionaries to France for 
nearly 20 years. David will be preaching 
God’s word and telling us about the work 
of the Lord in France. 

auGust 24 - Classes begin for the Grace Baptist Theologi-
cal Institute. The course that will be taught this Fall is the 
Doctrine of Christ, by Dr. Sam Waldron (DVD). Classes are 
on Monday evenings at 7 PM. There will be twelve classes 
consisting of two lectures each evening. 
auGust 29 - The wedding of Laura McFadden will be at 
the West Huntsville Baptist Church at 2 PM. 
septemBer 6 - The ordinance of the Lord’s Supper will be 
observed in the afternoon service.
septemBer 20-22  - Regional FIRE Conference and our 
own Fall Bible Conference. If you can’t attend the day time 
services on Tuesday, be sure to attend services on Sunday 
and on Monday and Tuesday evenings. 

We Believe
The 1689 Confession of faiTh

chapter 1 – the holy scripture
(paraGraphs 3-5)

3. The books commonly called the Apoc-
rypha were not given by divine inspiration 
and are not part of the canon or rule of 
Scripture. Therefore they do not possess any authority in the 
church of God, and are to be regarded and used in the same 
way as other writings of men. 

Luke 24:27,44; Rom 3:2.

4. The Scripture is self-authenticating. Its authority does not 
depend upon the testimony of any man or church, but entirely 
upon God, its author, who is truth itself. It is to be received 
because it is the Word of God.

1 Thess 2:13; 2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 1:19-21; 1 John 5:9. 

5. The testimony of the church of God may influence and 
persuade us to hold the Scripture in the highest esteem. The 
heavenliness of its contents, the efficacy of its doctrine, the 
majesty of its style, the agreement between all its parts from 
first to last, the fact that throughout it gives all glory to God, 
the full revelation it gives of the only way of salvation-these, 
together with many other incomparably high qualities and 
full perfections, supply abundant evidence that it is the Word 
of God. At the same time, however, we recognize that our 
full persuasion and assurance of its infallible truth and divine 
authority is the outcome of the inward work of the Holy Spirit 
bearing witness by and with the Word in our hearts.

John 16:13-14; 1 Cor 2:10-12; 1 John 2:20,27.

                          You are invited to celebrate the marriage of                      
                               Laura Elizabeth McFadden
                                                  and
                                    Geoffrey Wayne Paul
                            on Saturday, the 29th day of August, 2 PM
                                         West Huntsville Baptist Church
                                                2211 Triana Boulevard
                                             Huntsville, Alabama 35805
  Reception Immediately following at Early Works Grand Hall



WE ARE ALL SINNERS
This is a compassionate call to Chris-
tian conversion. It is not intended to 
be cruel and insensitive. Neither does 
it concern only homosexuals. We are 
all sinners in the sight of God and 
deeply in need of His salvation. 

SEXUAL DISORIENTATION
However, we cannot avoid plain 
speaking. Indeed, we reject the deca-
dent idea that homosexuality is a valid 
and acceptable ‘orientation’. As a sin-
ful perversion, it is a ‘disorientation’ 
by God‘s standards. 

LIBERAL HYPOCRISY
In Bible times, homosexuality was 
widespread. However, it was never 
legalized in the Roman Empire. To-
day, secular governments promote 
an acceptance of this shameful moral 
evil. The present UK government is 
utterly hypocritical. On one hand, 
it is concerned to protect children 
from pedophiles, while on the other, 
it promotes sexually-perverted edu-
cation of children as young as 7 in 
the classroom [the same is true in 
the USA]! 

COWARDLY CHURCHES
Today’s liberal élite in church as well 
as politics are driven by ‘politically 
correct’ decadence. They have ca-
pitulated to secular immorality. They 
have flouted God’s Word. However, 
authentic Bible-based Christians have 
always identified homosexuality as a 
forbidden lifestyle. True, sexual sins 
are not the only sins. But they are still 
sins—violations of God’s holy will 
for human living in deed and desire.  
These include:
1. Fornication—casual sex between 
unmarried people.

2. Adultery—sex between married 
people other than their spouses.

3. Homosexuality—sex between people 
of the same sex.

SAVED HOMOSEXUALS
As the Good news of God’s salvation 
in Christ was preached by the early 
Christians, many—including homosexu-
als—were converted and changed. The 
early churches had many penitent homo-
sexuals among them. Ex-sodomites sat 
alongside ex-fornicators, ex-adulterers, 
ex-drunkards and ex-thieves. This is 
clearly reflected in the Apostle Paul’s first 
letter to the Corinthian church, a ‘re-born’ 
community within a corrupt coastal city. 

“Do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit 
the kingdom of God? Do 
not be deceived. Neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, 
nor adulterers, nor [passive] 
homosexuals, nor [active] 
sodomites, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners will 
inherit the kingdom of God. 
And such were some of you. 
But you were washed, but 
you were sanctified [puri-
fied], but you were justified 
[or pardoned and accepted] 
in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the Spirit of 
our God” (1 Cor. 6: 9-11).

CONSISTENCY
If we think Paul was wrong on the 
‘unnatural’ sin of sodomy (a threat 
along with ‘natural’ fornication and 
adultery to family values), should we 
not be consistent and reverse all that 
he laments? But then we would allow 
drunkards and thieves free rein in 
society (and it’s bad enough already). 
How crazy! There’d be chaos!

SALVATION IS URGENT
More importantly, to persist in any sin 
without repentance is the surest way 
to be damned by God in everlasting 
hell. Likewise, the surest way to en-
joy God’s eternal salvation is to turn 
from sin and receive His forgiveness 
through Jesus Christ. Remember, 
God is merciful. He delights to save 
not condemn (see John 3: 16). Many 
ex-homosexuals today rejoice in His 
saving and changing grace.
Recognize that you need help and 
guidance. For more detailed informa-
tion, see The True Christian Safe-Sex 
Guide and The Bible and Homosexual-
ity at the Norwich Reformed Church 
website (www.nrchurch.co.nr). Enqui-
ries for personal help are welcome.

PRAYER FOR LIBERATION
O God, I confess that all sin is hateful 
to You, including my sin of homo-
sexuality. I now turn from it to receive 
Your pardon through Jesus Christ who 
died for me on the cross. Forgive me, I 
pray, and, by the power of Your Holy 
Spirit, set me free from all evil desires. 
Give me strength, and guide me by 
Your Word, the Bible. Help me to live 
the Christian life in love, purity and 
self-control, through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Amen.

Dr Alan C. Clifford

CHRIST CAN CURE - GOOD NEWS FOR GAYS
(and all other sinners)

A Compassionate call to Christian conversion


