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122 Walnut Street 

Madison, AL  35758 
256-837-8821
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“Preaching the free grace of God which brings 
a change of lifestyles, masters, and destinies.”

Dean olive, Pastor
–– April 2009 Issue ––

“Let us offer to God accept-
able worship, with reverence 
and awe” (Hebrews 10:28).

nursery scheDule

Financial summary as oF 
 april 1, 2009

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 30,369.25
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 
28.792.56
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 0.00
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 33,849.72
Love offerings (ytd) $ 200.00
Total offerings (ytd) $ 34,049.72
March Love offerings $ 200.00
March General Fund offerings $ 13,557.75
Building Fund balance $ 59,887.53
Missions Fund balance $ 8,366.11
General Fund balance $ 61,293.42

WeDnesDay eveninG
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

scheDule oF services

normal sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

April
05 Kevin & Sara Smith
12 Linda Olive & Sonja Williams
19  Vicki Johnson & Amber Solan
26  Bob & Faye Williams
May 
01  Kristy Hines & Jenny Lovassy
10  Joshua & Lori Hewlett
17 Jon & Tanya Amis
24  David & Mary Alice Olive
31  Nellie & Hannah McFadden

Mack Tomlinson is co-pastor of Providence  
Chapel, Denton, Texas, and is an itinerant 
evangelist. He has served as the editor and  
publisher of a number of books related to revival, 
Christian history, and biography and has been a 
contributing writer for HeartCry Journal and for 
the Banner of Truth Magazine.

Spring Bible Conference

Preacher:  Mack Tomlinson

April 17-19

Schedule of Services

Friday - 7:00 PM
Saturday - 7:00 PM

Sunday - 9:30 and 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM



the modernist conflicts of the 20th Century. Believers ought not 
to remain in denominations that have denied and compromised 
the faith once delivered to the saints. On the other hand, there 
are denominations, that while not pure as they ought to be, 
have not apostatized. It isn’t wrong for believers to stay in 
those denominations if they work for reform.

John Bunyan, the author of the immortal Pilgrim’s Progress, 
was greatly concerned about unity. In a sermon entitled, “An 
Exhortation to Peace and Unity,” he said, “Unity and peace 
may consist with the ignorance of many truths, and in the 
holding of some errors; or else this duty of peace and unity 
could not be practicable by any on this side perfection.”  That 
is why we say that unity must be with respects to the basics, 
the fundamentals. 

A good example of unity, even when there was error, are the 
seven churches of Asia that we read about in the 2nd and 3rd 
chapters of the book of Revelation. A few of them had some 
very serious problems but no mandate was given for any of 
the members to withdraw. They were exhorted to preserve a 
good testimony and do what they could to improve things.

This is not to be construed as an endorsement of the  
ecumenical movement. The ecumenical movement wants 
to bring together all the diverse elements in Christendom 
without any regard to truth. But for real unity to exist there 
must be harmony and agreement in the truth. What we desire 
is a Scriptural unity, one that has theological conviction and 
agreement. For that kind of unity to exist then we must “walk 
by the same rule, and mind the same thing” (Phil. 3:16).

If we ever think that separation is necessary, we must ask the 
question, are the reasons for separating from each other greater 
than the reasons for maintaining unity? There should be no 
needless divisions within the church! Someone has well said, 
“Needless divisions and conflicts within the church should 
be avoided and minor differences and doctrines should be 
submerged in the interest of the common task.”

In the sermon referred to above, John Bunyan said, “Unity 
and peace is a duty well–pleasing to God, who is styled the 
author of peace and not of confusion. In all the churches 
God’s Spirit rejoiceth in the unity of our spirits; but on the 
other hand, where strife and divisions are, there the Spirit of 
God is grieved.” 

One of the things God expects in the church is unity. We may 
not be successful in seeking to preserve unity but that doesn’t 
mean we are not supposed to try. May God help us to endeavor 
“to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

The Unity of the Spirit

T he apostle Paul 
charged the Ephesians 
“to keep the unity of the  
Spirit in the bond of 
peace” (Eph. 4:3). Every 
member of the Lord’s 
body, the church, must 
make every effort to 
maintain unity in the  
assembly of the saints.

But we are not left alone in this task. The task is supported by 
the Spirit who produces unity and the encompassing bond of 
peace. The Holy Spirit gives unity.  Paul called it “the unity 
of the Spirit.”  That means it is the unity that the Spirit gives. 
He is the agent of the unity.

How precious is “the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace!” 
The Psalmist tells us that it is good and pleasant for brethren 
to dwell together in unity (Psalm 133). Christ wills for his 
people to be one. He even prayed “that they all may be one; 
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be 
one in us” (John 17:21).

This doesn’t mean that unity must be preserved at all cost. 
Unity must not be maintained at the price of truth. Paul was 
not a promoter of ecumenism. Organizational unity with those 
who deny the fundamentals of the faith should be abandoned 
because there is no real spiritual unity. John MacArthur says, 
“Practical oneness is based on spiritual oneness.” How true, 
yet we still ought to make every effort to heal differences and 
maintain unity. We are to promote it, not hinder it.

Division and schism is one of the regrettable occurrences in the 
church down through the centuries. But sometimes separation 
is a necessity. Many regard the Protestant Reformation as a 
sinful rift in the Church. But the Roman Catholic Church had 
ceased being a genuine New Testament Church (if it had ever 
been one to start with) so the reformers were right in breaking 
away. When a church apostatizes, hope for recovery is gone. 
The only Biblical alternative is separation.

Remember that God’s wisdom is “first pure, then peaceable” 
(James 3:17). Remember that the early church continued in the 
apostle’s doctrine before they continued in fellowship (Acts 
2:41). In speaking to the Corinthians, Paul said, “Be ye not 
unequally yoked together with unbelievers” (2 Cor. 6:14), and 
“Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you” (17). There is a time to come out and separate as 
well as a time to come together and unite.

The Reformation was not a sinful schism. The same is true in 



WeB sites Question #108 – What do we pray 
for in the sixth petition of the Lord’s 
Prayer?
Answer – In the sixth petition (which 
is, and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil) we pray that 
God would either keep us from being 
tempted to sin, or support and deliver 
us when we are tempted.

Scripture – Matthew 26:41; Psalm 19:13; 1 Corinthians 
10:13; Psalm 51:10, 12

Comment – “God keepeth us from being tempted unto sin, 
either when he restraineth the devil (the great tempter of 
mankind) from assaulting us with his prevailing temptations; 
or else restraineth us from coming into those ways where 
temptations are waiting for us, and where we should be 
tempters unto ourselves… In praying, ‘Deliver us from evil,’ 
we request, that when we are tempted by the devil, or the 
flesh, or the world, unto sin, that we may be supported and 
strengthened to resist and overcome the temptations, so as 
to be delivered, by the power of God’s sufficient grace, from 
falling into the evil of sin” (Thomas Vincent).

Illustration – One night, John Newton found an unusual 
notice put up at his church. When he came to preach he 
told the congregation about the notice. The notice was to 
this effect: “A young man, having come to the possession 
of a very considerable fortune, desires the prayers of the 
congregation, that he may be preserved from the snares 
to which it exposes him.” Newton commented, “Now, if the 
man had lost a fortune, the world would not have wondered 
to have seen him put up a notice; but this man has been 
better taught.”

aBiDinG raDio –
      www.abidingradio.com/
auDio treasure – 
     http://audiotreasure.com/
christian auDio – 
     http://christianaudio.com/
illumination – 
     www.mctsowensboro.org/blog/
thomas schriener sermons – 
     http://audio.cliftonbaptist.org/index.php

april 12 – Easter Sunrise service will 
be held at Prosperity Presbyterian 
Church, Yukon, TN, Dana Crowell, 
pastor. The service begins at 6:00 AM. 
All are invited to attend.

april 16 - GBC is hosting the Sovereign Grace 
Pastor’s Conference. Services will begin at 9:30 AM 
and end around 2:30 in the afternoon. We will provide 
lunch for all who attend. The preachers are Terry 
Worthan, Mack Tomlinson, and Mark Webb.
april 17-19 - The Ladies of Grace will meet for 
lunch at 11:00 AM at Emma’s Tea Room, 401 Pratt 
Avenue, Huntsville.  Please RSVP to Vicki Johnson 
by Friday, April 10.
april 17-19 – Our annual Spring Bible Conference is 
scheduled with Mack Tomlinson from Denton, Texas, 
as the preacher.
may 16 - Kevin and Sara Smith have purchased a new 
home for their family.  Let’s celebrate with a house 
warming on May 16th from 2 - 4 PM at their new  
home, located at 15424 Mill Valley Drive, Athens, 
Alabama. 
June 3 - Missionary Trevor Johnson will be giving 
an update on his work in Indonesia at the weekly 
prayer meeting.
septemBer 20-22 – We are hosting a regional FIRE 
conference at our church. The main speaker is David 
Ellis, from Hinckley, England. Jerry Marcellino, 
Donny Martin, and John Crotts will be preaching 
also (dv).

Puritan Gems
How to Grow in Knowledge

Jonathan Edwards

“Seek not to grow in knowledge chiefly for the sake 
of applause, and to enable you to dispute with 
others; but seek it for the benefit of your souls, 
and in order to practice… Practice according to 
what knowledge you have. This will be the way to 
know more… ‘I understand more than the ancients, 
because I keep thy precepts’” [Ps. 119:100].



A new report indicates that the average 
child in America now spends 45 hours a 
week immersed in the media… 

Commonsense Media, a group that 
advocates for better programming in 
the media, commissioned and released 
the report.  Researchers looked at 173 
studies done on media and its effects on 
children and adolescents.  The results 
are sobering.  Taken together, these 
reports strongly suggest that significant  
exposure to the media is related, among 
other concerns, to behaviors such as 
smoking and early sexual activity, as 
well as low academic achievement and 
obesity…

Dr. Ezekiel Emanuel of the National 
Institutes of Health commented, “The 
idea that this is having a really measur-
able adverse impact on health makes it 
important to take this seriously.”  What 
isn’t measured in these studies, of 
course, is the adverse spiritual effects 
of so much media exposure.

Beyond the question of quantity -- 45 
hours of media immersion on average 
-- there is the question of media content.  
Anyone with the slightest awareness 
of media content knows the problems.  
Media of all forms and formats are satu-
rated with violence, sexuality, morally 
troubling themes, alcohol and tobacco 
use, and the use of drugs.

Furthermore, the boundaries of accept-
able content are being pressed back 
season after season.  What was once 
limited to adult theaters soon makes its 
appearance in the mainstream media.  
Themes once off-limits to media in any 
form are now common on mainstream 
television.  The emergence of the  
Internet, modern video games, MP3 
players, and sophisticated cell phones of-
fers yet more opportunities for increased 
media immersion and exposure to trou-
bling programming and content.

Another relatively new phenomenon 
is the digital revolution and the trans-
formation of media consumption from 

a largely communal activity to one that is 
more and more solitary.  The television set 
used to be located in a family gathering place 
and families watched television together.  
No longer.  Now, televisions are distributed 
throughout various rooms in most houses, 
and viewing is increasingly solitary.  Millions 
of American children and adolescents have 
televisions in their bedrooms -- many com-
bined with digital recorders, video games, 
and other components.

Add to this picture a virtual explosion in 
the number of children and teenagers with 
computers and Internet access in bedrooms.  
Today’s children, equipped with iPods, cell 
phones, laptops, and portable video play-
ers, are seldom more than a few feet (if not 
inches) separated from media technologies.

Parents should look to this new report with 
interest and concern.  The adverse effects 
of immersion in the media are now beyond 
refutation.  Does anyone really believe that 
all this media exposure has no ill effects on 
children and adolescents?

Christian parents come to this issue with 
deeper concerns.  Like other parents, we 
are rightly concerned about the dangers of 
obesity and other effects related to physical 
health and well being.  Beyond this, however, 
we must be concerned with the effects of 
media exposure on the soul.  Though perhaps 
impossible to measure by scientific study, we 
have good reason to be concerned that media 
immersion of this sort leads to a deadening 
of the soul and hinders the development of 
spiritual health and maturity.

Here are some suggestions parents might 
want to consider.

1.  Limit the total media exposure experi-
enced by your children…

2.  Do not allow children and teenagers to 
have televisions and Internet-connected 
computers in the bedroom.  There is simply 
too much danger in unsupervised media 
exposure, and too much temptation in terms 
of both quantity and content.  No child needs 
a television in the bedroom, and a computer 
connected to the Internet is an invitation to 

disaster.

3.  Make entertainment media a family 
experience.  There is a massive differ-
ence in the experience of a child watching 
programming alone and that same child 
watching with a parent…

4.  Parents have to do the hard work of 
actually knowing what their children and 
teenagers are watching, playing, hearing, 
and experiencing through media expo-
sure.  No one said parenting was supposed 
to be easy.

5.  Realize that a revolution has taken 
place in the lives of children and adoles-
cents.  The emergence of social media 
technologies means that children (and 
adolescents especially) now expect to 
be in constant communication with their 
peers.  This is not healthy, sane, or help-
ful…

6.  Take a regular look at what your child 
is posting and what others are posting 
on his or her social media sites.  Look 
at the instant messaging exchanges and 
emails.  You are the parent, after all, and 
your child’s access to these technologies 
should come with the open and non-nego-
tiable requirement that parents see it all.

7.  Remember that saying “no” is a legiti-
mate option.  I do not believe that saying 
“no” is always the right response.  The 
media bring opportunities for good as 
well as for evil.  Children and teenagers 
who are never allowed access to media 
technologies and entertainment will 
emerge into adulthood with no powers 
of discernment.  But “no” is sometimes 
the best and only appropriate answer, and 
parents should always be ready to use it 
when needed.

Today’s generation of children and ado-
lescents is, by all accounts, a generation 
immersed in media.  This new report 
reminds us that this exposure cannot come 
without real costs.  Let’s hope America’s 
parents are paying attention.

A Generation Immersed in Media
Al Mohler


