
Missionary Day – septeMber 14
Dennis Ashley – MissionAry to spAin

•   Preaching both morning and evening services
•   Presenting his ministry to Spain during the Sunday School hour
•   Singing special music

Mission objectives
•   Associated with European Missionary Fellowship with Spanish 

ministry 
•   Goal is to pastor a needy Spanish evangelical church 
•   Partnering with Spaniards for pastoral ministry, planting 

additional churches in Spain. 
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“Preaching the free grace of God which brings 
a change of lifestyles, masters, and destinies.”

DeAn olive, Pastor
–– September 2008 Issue ––

“Knowing that from the 
Lord you will receive the 
inheritance as your reward. 
You are serving the Lord 
Christ” (Colossians 3:24).

nursery scheDule

FinAnciAl suMMAry As oF 
septeMber 1, 2008

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 72,573.04
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 71,190.22
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 215.95
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 104,194.87
Love offerings (ytd) $ 5,860.00
Total offerings (ytd) $ 110,054.87
August Love offerings $ 1,970.00
August General Fund offerings $ 12,526.16
Building Fund balance $ 44,643.17
Missions Fund balance $ 8,037.73
General Fund balance $ 41,582.47

weDnesDAy eveninG
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

scheDule oF services

norMAl sunDAy services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First sunDAy services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

septeMber

07 – Lori & Joshua Hewlett
14 – Tanya & Jon Amis
21 – Mary Alice & David Olive
28 – Nellie & Hannah McFadden

october

05 – Linda Olive and Sonja Williams
12 – Vicki Johnson and Sharon Bagley
19 – Faye and Bob Williams
26 – Kristy Hines and Jenny Lovassy



But it was a tough time; he was discouraged. So the Lord 
made His presence known to him during those days in a 
special way. Acts 18:9-10 says, “And the Lord said to Paul 
one night in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, but go on speaking 
and do not be silent, for I am with you, and no one will 
attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who 
are my people” (ESV).

The presence of the Lord with his people was also an Old 
Testament theme. It isn’t simply a NT theme. God was 
with the three faithful servants, “Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego,” in the fiery furnace (Daniel 3:16ff.). God was 
also with Daniel in the lions’ den (Daniel 6:10ff.). 

There are many declarations in the Old Testament of God’s 
presence with His people. Psalm 23:4, “Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” 
Psalm 46:1, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble.” Isaiah 41:10, “Fear not, for I am with you; 
be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, 
Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous 
right hand.”

We can be sure that He will never desert you, even in days of 
fierce trials and afflictions. The Lord has said, “I will never 
leave you nor forsake you” (Heb. 13:5). What Christ was to 
the early saints, He will be to us. He will be with us. 

Christ has promised to be with His people until “the end 
of the age.” His presence is permanent! Christ works by a 
plan; He is the Lord of history. “All during this time there 
will never be a day when Jesus will not be present with 
His disciples as they are busy about the business of the 
Kingdom” (Turner). 

J. C. Ryle made a wonderful declaration of Christ’s presence 
as set forth in Matthew 28:20. “It is impossible to conceive 
words more comforting, strengthening, cheering and 
sanctifying than these… no words could be imagined that 
would be more consoling to believers in every age of the 
world… He is with us daily to pardon and forgive, with us 
daily to sanctify and strengthen, with us daily to defend and 
keep, with us daily to lead and to guide: with us in sorrow 
and with us in joy, with us in sickness and with us in health, 
with us in life and with us in death, with us in time and with 
us in eternity.”

Craig Blomberg said, “In Jesus, God remains with us for 
now and eternity! What more do we need to persevere in 
Christian living?” Jesus is with His saints at all times, in all 
places, and under all circumstances.

“the presence oF christ with us” 

Th e  G r e a t 
C o m m i s s i o n , 
as recorded in 

Matthew  28:18-20, 
is made up of several 
par ts .  There is  the 
foundation of the Great 
Commission. Jesus said, 
“All authority has been 
given to me in heaven 
and on earth” (18). There 

is the substance of the Great Commission. Jesus instructed 
his followers as they were going into the world to make 
disciples out of all the nations, baptize them, and teach them 
(19-20a).  And there is the promise of the Great Commission. 
Jesus said, “And lo, I am with you always, even to the end 
of the age.” 

The promise of the Great Commission is an important part 
of the command of Christ to go into all the world to spread 
the gospel. Jesus promised that He would be present with 
those who carry out His evangelistic command. Jesus will 
not leave those who serve Him alone! He will always be with 
His children. He has promised to be present with us. 

The theme of Christ’s presence with His people is found 
throughout the Gospel of Matthew. At the birth of Jesus, 
according to Matthew, Christ was called Immanuel, which 
means, “God with us” (Matt. 1:23). In the middle of this 
Gospel, Jesus said, “For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, I am there in the midst of them” 
(Matt.  18:20). And now after his resurrection and prior to 
His ascension, He promised to always be with His disciples, 
“Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

When we meet in His name and when we go in His name, 
He is with us! Christ promised that His spiritual presence 
would follow the days of His visible presence. The Lord did 
not remain physically with the disciples but sent the Holy 
Spirit to abide with all of His followers (John 14-16). That’s 
how Christ manifests Himself with us.

Think about these marvelous words! “And lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” Jesus Christ is with you 
and He is with me. Everywhere we go He is present with 
us. This is the doctrine we know as omnipresence. Christ is 
present everywhere.

The apostle Paul knew the presence of Christ to be true. 
He discovered the Lord’s presence with him when he was 
laboring in Corinth (Acts 18:1ff). Corinth was a difficult 
place to minister! While Paul was in Corinth, he saw a few 
come to faith in Christ and be baptized. Paul taught them 
the word of God. 



web sites
Question #101 – What do we pray 
for in the second petition (of the 
Lord’s Prayer)? 
Answer – “In the second petition 
(Your kingdom come) we pray, that 
Satan’s kingdom may be destroyed; 
and that the kingdom of grace may 
be advanced, ourselves and others 
brought into it, and kept in it; and 
that the kingdom of glory may be 
hastened.”
scripture – Psalm 68:1; 2 Thessalonians 3:1; 
 Psalm 51:18; Psalm 67:1-3; Romans 10:1;  Revelation 22:20;  
2 Peter 3:11-13.
coMMent – “To pray ‘your kingdom come’ is therefore 
simultaneously to ask that God’s saving, royal rule be 
extended now as people bow in submission to him and 
already taste the eschatological blessing of salvation 
and to cry for the consummation of the kingdom  
(cf. 1 Cor 16:22; Rev 11:17; 22:20)” (D. A. Carson).
illustrAtion – A little girl sent about ten shillings to a 
gentleman for the purchase of some missionary tracts. 
She wrote in her letter: “She who takes this freedom to ask 
so much of a stranger, began this letter with a trembling 
hand. She is indeed young in years, and in knowledge 
too, and is not able to talk much with a gentleman on 
religion; but her mother has taught her, almost eleven 
years, to say, Thy kingdom come; and she believes she 
cannot be saying it sincerely, if she does nothing to help 
it on among the heathen. This thought emboldens her to 
write to a stranger, almost as though he were a friend” 
(The Shorter Catechism Illustrated).

ccwbloG – www.ccwblog.org/
j. c. ryle books online

   –www.gracegems.org/Ryle/books.htm
tAbulAr conFessions oF 1644 & 1689
    – www.proginosko.com/docs/wcf_lbcf.html
letters oF Anne Dutton 
   – www.gracegems.org/Dutton/Dutton.htm
MetricAl psAlMs 
   – www.metricalpsalms.homestead.com/archives.html

septeMber 8 – Fall semester begins on 
Monday, Sept. 8, 7 PM. Lectures will be 
given by Dr. Fred Malone on the subject 
of Hermeneutics. 

septeMber 14 – Missionary to Spain, 
Dennis Ashley, will be preaching both 

services and presenting his mission work in the Sunday 
School hour.

septeMber 19 – The Ladies of Grace will meet on 
Friday, Sept. 19, at 6:30 PM. The ladies are gathering 
care packages to ship for our missionaries.  

october 4 – Volunteers are needed to pass out literature 
at our booth for the Madison Street Festival. See Fred 
Smith about helping this evangelistic work.

october 5 – Carroll Carmen, elder from Grace Baptist 
Church, Hartsville, TN, will be preaching in the morning 
and afternoon services.

Puritan Gems 
A new inner relish

 Martin Luther

“How shall a work please God, if it proceeds from a reluctant 
and resisting heart? To fulfill the law, however, is to do its works 
with pleasure and love, and to live a godly and good life of one’s 
own accord, without the compulsion of the law. This pleasure 
and love for the law is put into the heart by the Holy Ghost.” 

why GAMblinG is wronG 
by john MAcArthur

1. It denies the reality of God’s sovereignty by 
affirming the existence of luck or chance.
2. It is built on irresponsible stewardship tempting 
people to throw away their money.
3. It erodes a biblical work ethic by demeaning 
and displacing hard work as the proper means for 
one’s livelihood.
4. It is driven by the sin of covetousness tempting 
people to give in to their greed.
5. It is built on the exploitation of others often 
taking advantage of poor people who think they 
can gain instant wealth.



The Value of arriVing early To ChurCh MeeTings

Phil Steve Burchett

“If we had left just five minutes 
earlier, we wouldn’t be in this pre-
dicament,” you mutter to yourself, 
confident that you are going to arrive 
after the church meeting has started. 
You feel your heart racing. You 
dread the attention you are about 
to bring upon yourself. You think 
about how you might sneak in the 
back, but then you remember that 
the church building’s squeaky door 
will announce your arrival. Finally, 
you are in your pew, your heart rate 
is back to normal, nobody is staring 
at you anymore, and all is well. Or 
is it? 

Whether we are considering the 
main weekly meeting of the church, 
a prayer meeting, a leadership 
breakfast, a weekday lunch and 
Bible study for seniors, or any other 
church meeting, arriving late is al-
ways an option. All of us have been 
late at some time, often without sin 
(You didn’t put the nail in the road 
that caused your flat tire!). However, 
some in the church have made it a 
bad (and sinful) habit. In fact, they 
are known for incessant tardiness. 

Does it really matter when we show 
up? Yes! Granted, this issue is not 
as important as other aspects of 
church life (like sound doctrine), 
but good things happen when we 
show up not only on time, but early, 
to church meetings. Consider, then, 
the value of arriving early to church 
meetings. 

Arriving early provides oppor-
tunities for fellowship. Follow-
ers of Christ need one another.  
Hebrews  10:24 exhorts us to “stimu-
late one another to love and good 
deeds.” Some of the most motivating 
conversations you may ever have 

could take place in the fifteen or twenty 
minutes before the church meeting be-
gins. Those who come early are some 
of the most encouraged Christians in 
the church. 

Arriving early prevents you from dis-
tracting others. A person who arrives 
late, especially to the church’s main 
meeting, usually distracts people away 
from the truth. What happens when 
somebody walks in late? Most, if not 
all, look to see who it is. If the door to 
the meeting place is in the back, heads, 
and sometimes whole bodies, turn to 
get a good look! And, for a moment, the 
Christ-exalting song being sung, or the 
truth-filled prayer being prayed, or the 
Scripture being read, is forgotten. You 
don’t want it to be said of you that your 
regular lateness was a distraction to oth-
ers hearing the truth, do you? 

Arriving early reveals a loving, Christ-
like attitude. Those who arrive early 
communicate that they love the church. 
They are saying, “I want to be here. This 
is my family. My life revolves around 
this church. It is worth any sacrifice to 
be here.” Those who consistently show 
up late, however, pronounce by their ac-
tions that coming to church meetings is a 
chore and perhaps even a burden. Paul’s 
words should be heeded:
“Do nothing from selfishness or empty 

conceit, but with humility of mind 
regard one another as more important 
than yourselves; do not merely look 
out for your own personal interests, 
but also for the interests of others. 
Have this attitude in yourselves which 
was also in Christ Jesus” (Philip-
pians 2:3-5). 

Arriving early is a simple way to 
respect your leaders. I was once 
teaching a two hour seminar which 
included a break for coffee at the half-
way point. When it was time to start 
the second session, one of the pastors 
announced to the people that it was 
time to be seated. Nobody moved. 
Five minutes later he again exhorted 
the people to reconvene. They didn’t 
listen. Finally, fifteen minutes later, 
they trickled back to their seats. I 
thought to myself, “How disrespect-
ful!” Oftentimes, a pastor or ministry 
leader will set the time for a meeting. 
A simple way to respect them, and 
make their leadership a joy (which is 
for your good, Hebrews 13:17), is to 
show up even a little bit early. 

Arriving early sets a good example 
for your children. You get to work 
on time, and your kids know it. You 
wouldn’t miss the opening play of 
the ballgame, either, and they are 
right there by your side. Have you 
considered the possibility that your 
consistent lateness to various meet-
ings of the church communicates to 
your children that work and sports 
are priorities over the church? Will 
your legacy to your children be, “Dad 
loved the Boston Red Sox,” or “Dad 
loved the bride of Christ?”
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