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Mack Tomlinson is co-pastor of Provi-
dence Chapel, Denton, Texas, and is an itinerant evangelist. His 
desire is to see believers equipped with the truths of God’s Word 
and stirred in heart and life to walk with God. 
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God is using Mack to bring an uncompromising gospel, biblical 
and doctrinal clarity, and a passion for the person of Jesus Christ 
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“Preaching the free grace of God which brings 
a change of lifestyles, masters, and destinies.”

Dean olive, Pastoressenger
raceGM –– February 2008 Issue ––

“Knowing that from the 
Lord you will receive the 
inheritance as your reward. 
You are serving the Lord 
Christ” (Colossians 3:24).

nursery scheDule

Financial summary as oF 
FeBruary 1, 2008

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 8,485.67
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 6,842.63
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 0.00
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 10,758.02
Love offerings (ytd) $ 920.00
Total offerings (ytd) $ 11,662.00
January Love offerings $ 920.00
January General Fund offerings $ 10,758.02 
Building Fund balance $ 33,028.83
Missions Fund balance $ 5,005.44
General Fund balance $ 31,828.44

WeDnesDay eveninG
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

scheDule oF services

normal sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

FeBruary

03 – Amber Solan & Sara Smith
10 – Vicki Johnson & Sharon Bagley
17 – Bob & Faye Williams
24 – Kristy Hines & Jenny Lovassy 

march

02 – Jon & Tanya Amis
09 – David & Mary Alice Olive
16 – Nellie & Hannah McFadden
23 – Linda Olive & Sonja Williams
30 – Amber Solan & Sara Smith



What are some things that might distract us and keep us 
from focusing on Christ like we should?
Sometimes the cares of the world cause us to take our eyes 
off Christ. In becoming busy with the ordinary affairs of 
our lives, we slip away from a Christ-centered focus. What 
should be primary becomes secondary. Christ gets shuffled 
to second place when we replace our thoughts of Him with 
the mundane.
Sometimes the trials of life cause us to take our eyes off 
Christ. Instead of remaining fixed on Him in the day of 
difficulty, we begin to focus on the trial. And when we do 
that, we wrap ourselves up in self-pity and worry and thus 
lose heart. Mary Winslow once said of the tribulation and 
sorrow that had followed her, “Christ has been in them all—
His love has sweetened all—His presence has comforted me 
through them all—and His grace has sustained me under 
them all.”
If we will keep our eyes on Christ in the midst of the storms 
of life, we will have the identical experience. Don’t let trials 
cause you to take your eyes off Christ; rather, let them be 
sweet messengers that make you gaze more and more upon 
Christ!
Sometimes we fix our eyes on other Christians and take our 
eyes off Christ. In the context of Hebrews 11 and 12, the 
lesson for us is not to gaze more on the heroes of faith than 
on Christ Himself. We can learn from their lives and emulate 
their faith, but we must fix our gaze on Jesus!
You are in danger if you take your eyes off the Lord and start 
looking at other Christians. J. C. Ryle said, “Let us never 
measure our religion by that of others… [We should make] 
Christ’s life and character our only pattern and example…”  
Keep your eyes on Christ and on Him alone.
Let’s not be distracted by anything – by our circumstances, 
by other Christians, or even by the wonderful blessings 
that are ours in Christ. Gaze upon Christ. When you think 
of heaven, think of Christ; when you think of grace, think 
of Christ; when you think of home and family, think of 
Christ! “Set your mind on things above, not on things on 
the earth” (Col. 3:2).
Handley C. G. Moule said a hundred years ago, “Nothing 
is more needed in our day in the Christian church than a 
larger sight by faith of ‘the King in His beauty.’ We hear 
much of many things, but little of Him.”
John Newton gave his testimony in this poetic line which 
we should be able to say of ourselves.

But since the Savior I have known 
My rules are all reduc’d to one,
To keep my Lord, by faith, in view; 
This strength supplies, and motives too.

lookinG unto Jesus

I have added a new 
blog to my blog roll. 
It is entitled, Gazing 

at Glory. The blog is 
good and I profit from 
reading it. However, I 
confess that every time 
I go through my blog 
roll and come to Gazing 
at Glory, a line from a 
hymn pops into my mind 

that gives me pause. The line is, “I will not gaze at glory.” 
The hymn is one of my favorites, written by Anne Ross 
Cousin, entitled, “The Sands of Time Are Sinking.” The line 
is found in this verse:

The bride eyes not her garment,
But her dear bridegroom’s face;
I will not gaze at glory,
But on my King of grace.
Not at the crown He giveth,
But on His pierced hand:
The Lamb is all the glory
Of Immanuel’s land.

A better name for the blog might be Gazing at Christ, rather 
than Gazing at Glory! Gazing at glory is wonderful, but 
gazing at Christ is better. We often focus our attention on 
many good things but we must never take our eyes off Jesus 
Christ. No matter what calls for our attention in our daily 
activities, we must ever be looking unto Jesus.
Hebrews 12:2 calls us to gaze at Jesus. “Looking unto Jesus” 
are the simple words. “Looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God.” And the writer means 
for us to be looking at Jesus now, in this life. We are not to 
wait until we arrive on the shores of heaven to begin looking 
at Jesus. We are to have our gaze fixed upon him now!
The word “looking” in Hebrews 12:2 can be translated, 
“fixing our eyes” (NAS). The NIV renders it as a command, 
“Let us fix our eyes.” The idea is that of turning our eyes from 
one thing in order to fix them on something else. Raymond 
Brown says it “indicates the action of one who, aware of rival 
attractions, deliberately looks away from other things.” 
We are to have our gaze so fixed on Jesus Christ that nothing 
else which we behold on earth will take its place. We all 
know how easy it is to get our eyes off Jesus and what 
happens when we do. When Peter took his eyes off Jesus, 
he began to sink (Matt. 14:30). So we must be careful that 
other things do not distract us in such as way that we take 
our eyes off Christ. 



Puritan Gems 
thyy riGhteousness is in heaven

John Bunyan

Question #97 – What is the Lord’s 
Supper?
ansWer – The Lord’s Supper is an 
ordinance of the New Testament, 
instituted by Jesus Christ; wherein, 
by giving and receiving bread and 
fruit of the vine, according to his 
appointment, his death is shown 
forth, and the worthy receivers 
are, not after a corporeal and 
carnal manner, but by faith, made partakers of his 
body and blood, with all his benefits, to their spiritual 
nourishment, and growth in grace.
scripture – 1 Cor. 11:23-26; 1 Cor. 10:16
comment – “The Passover celebrated not only the 
release of the Israelites from bondage, but the way that 
release was accomplished: in God’s plan, the angel 
of death ‘passed over’ the houses protected by the 
sacrificial blood, while all the other homes in Egypt 
lost their firstborn. Moreover, this miraculous exodus 
set the stage for the inauguration of the Sinai covenant. 
So when Jesus now takes bread at a Passover meal and 
says, ‘This is my body given for you’ (Lk 22:19), and 
when he takes the cup and says, ‘This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you’ 
(Lk 22:20), one hears more than overtones from the 
old covenant ritual. This side of the cross, one cannot 
avoid the conclusion that Jesus sees his own death, 
the shedding of his own blood, as the God-provided 
sacrifice which averts the wrath of God, that he himself 
is the Passover Lamb of God par excellence, and that 
his death establishes a covenant with the people of 
God by releasing them from a darker, deeper slavery” 
(D. A. Carson). 
illustration – For ten years, Robert Moffat, carried 
on his mission work in South Africa with little 
encouragement. There had been no converts. The 
directors of the mission at home began to question 
the wisdom of his continuing. At that time a friend 
from England sent word to Mrs. Moffat asking what 
gift she should send out to her. She wrote back, “Send 
a communion service; it will be sure to be needed.” 
At last the breath of the Lord moved on the heart of 
the people. Six were converted and were united into 
the first Christian church there, and that communion 
service from England, singularly delayed, reached 
them just one day before the appointed time for the 
first administration of the Lord’s Supper (London 
Missionary Society).

FeBruary 3 – The annual church business 
meeting will be held in the afternoon.

FeBruary 21-23 – True Church 
Conference, First Baptist Church, Muscle 
Shoals, Alabama. The theme this year is, 
“Church Discipline: The Missing Key to 
True Church Growth.” Speakers are Jay 

Adams, David Miller, Jeff Noblit, and Paul Washer. For more 
information see http://anchoredintruth.org/

FeBruary 24 – Mack Tomlinson, pastor of Providence 
Chapel in Denton, Texas, will be preaching. Mack also serves 
on the Advisory Board for HeartCry Missionary Society.

march 2 – The ordinance of the Lord’s Supper will be held 
in the afternoon service.

march 13 – Our church will be hosting the monthly meeting 
of the Sovereign Grace Baptist Pastor’s Fellowship. Ladies, 
your help will be needed to feed our guest lunch.

april 18-20 – Spring Bible Conference with Kevin Landis, 
pastor of Bible Chapel of Delhi Hills, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Ladies of Grace

The Ladies of Grace will meet on Friday, February 15 at 6:30 
PM in the Fellowship Hall.  Kristi Hines will lead discussion of 
“Stepping Heavenward” by Elizabeth Prentiss.

“One day as I was passing into the field, this sentence fell 
upon my soul: ‘Thy righteousness is in heaven.’ And with 
the eyes of my soul I saw Jesus at the Father’s right hand. 
‘There,’ I said, ‘is my righteousness!’ So that wherever I 
was or whatever I was doing, God could not say to me, 
‘Where is your righteousness?’ For it is always right be-
fore him. I saw that it is not my good frame of heart that 
made my righteousness better, nor yet my bad frame that 
made my righteousness worse, for my righteousness IS 
Christ. Now my chains fell off indeed. My temptations 
fled away, and I lived sweetly at peace with God” (Grace 
Abounding to the Chief of Sinners)



Medical Study QueStionS the Power of Prayer  
don whitney

A recent headline in the New 
York Times declared: “Long-
Awaited Medical Study 

Questions the Power of Prayer.” The 
story, originating with Associated 
Press and reported by major news 
outlets everywhere, said this work 
was the largest study of its kind. 
Involving more than 1,800 heart 
bypass patients in six medical centers 
for almost ten years, the Times report 
called it “the most scientifically 
rigorous investigation of whether 
prayer can heal illness.” The result? 
Researchers found not only that an 
organized, specific prayer effort for 
the patients had no effect on their 
recovery, but also that patients who 
knew people were praying for them 
actually had a slightly higher rate of 
complications.
Does this cast doubt on the effective-
ness of prayer? Is prayer a waste of 
your time?
Anyone who seeks a prayer life 
guided by Scripture should not take 
this study seriously. The fatal flaw in 
this research is the assumption that 
prayer can be successfully evaluated 
by white-coated people with note-
pads using test tubes, Petri dishes, 
and algorithms. 
As they tried to press prayer into a 
scientifically measurable form, the 
researchers turned it into something 
other than biblical prayer. For in-
stance, the intercessors were told 
that while they might otherwise pray 
as they wanted for each anonymous 
patient, a particular phrase had to 
be prayed in every prayer, exactly 
as given by the scientists. Also, the 
prayers were to be offered only for 
a two-week period. Specific medi-
cal results had to be recognized, and 
within a thirty-day window. More-
over, only medical results were 
considered. That prayer might be 
answered dramatically, but in ways 

other than the researchers were tabulat-
ing, was meaningless and irrelevant in 
this study.
Scientific investigations of prayer always 
fail to recognize that prayer is based 
upon a relationship, a relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ. And relation-
ships cannot properly be evaluated by 
scientific methods. 
Imagine scientists attempting to quantify 
a father’s love for a child based upon the 
percentage of the child’s requests that the 
father granted. If the child received what 
if asked for 51% of the time, would that 
prove that making requests of the father 
“worked”? How about 49%? Who deter-
mines the minimum percentage neces-
sary for successful asking? And what if 
the child made unwise requests, causing 
the percentage to fall precipitously? 
Would that be evidence disproving the 
effectiveness of asking? What if the 
child was asking for something while in 
disobedience to the father? What if the 
child was asking of someone who was 
not even his father? 
The scientists apparently presumed that if 
prayer indeed “works,” then the prayers 
of everyone in the three groups who 
were asked to pray would be answered 
because they were members of churches 
or religious communities. Such presump-
tion, however, divorces prayer from the 
Gospel of Christ which establishes the 
relationship between any individual 
and a prayer-hearing God. These scien-
tists—and, for that matter, most other 
folks—do not realize that prayers are 
not heard because of people’s religious 
activities or church membership, but be-
cause of what Jesus has done through His 
life, death, and resurrection (John 14:6; 
Hebrews 10:19-22). And the Bible makes 
plain that only those who come to God in 
prayer through Jesus can expect to have 
their prayers heard. Not even “the most 
scientifically rigorous investigation” can 
isolate and evaluate prayer apart from the 
dynamics of this spiritual relationship 

upon which prayer is predicated. 
Jesus Himself gives us another reason 
to be skeptical of efforts to subject 
the supernatural to the researcher’s 
computer or the scientist’s micro-
scope. In His temptation experience, 
Jesus quoted from the Old Testament 
to Satan and said, “You shall not put 
the Lord your God to the test” (Mat-
thew 4:7). This means it is wrong for 
the creature to ever say “Prove it!” to 
his Creator. God has provided ample 
evidence of His existence, character, 
and power for us to believe Him and 
love Him. In light of His abundant 
self-revelation to us through creation, 
Christ, and the Bible, we should not 
challenge God or imply that we need 
more proof before we can trust and 
obey Him. And while Jesus was not 
referring to scientific evaluations of 
prayer, such studies push very close 
to putting God to the test.
Finally, it really doesn’t matter what 
studies like these conclude. Whether 
science seems to support the effec-
tiveness of prayer or to contradict 
it (and studies have supported, and 
will continue to support, both sides), 
Christians do not govern their prayer 
lives according to the latest scientific 
experiments. We pray because we 
have come to know God through 
Jesus Christ. His Spirit gives us the 
desire to pray (“Abba! Father!”, Gal. 
4:6), creating in us a new heaven-
ward orientation that’s expressed in 
frequent communication with our 
Father. Moreover, we pray because 
God commands us to pray, and we 
do not submit the will of God for 
scientific approval. True Christians 
will “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 
5:17), whether secular research thinks 
it beneficial or not. 
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