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pastor landis is a graduate of  Cedarville College and grace Theo-
logical Seminary. He has been pastor of  The Bible Chapel of  Delhi 
Hills for 28 years. The church is committed to the biblical doctrines 
of  god’s grace as maintained in the reformed tradition and is bap-
tistic in practice. 
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“Preaching the free grace of God which brings 
a change of lifestyles, masters, and destinies.”

Dean olive, Pastor
–– April 2008 Issue ––

“Knowing that from the 
Lord you will receive the 
inheritance as your reward. 
You are serving the Lord 
Christ” (Colossians 3:24).

nursery scheDule

Financial summary as oF 
april 1, 2008

Budgeted expenditures (ytd) $ 26,789.61
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 24,913.41
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd) $ 0.00
General Fund offerings (ytd) $ 38,400.35
Love offerings (ytd) $ 2,040.00
Total offerings (ytd) $ 40,774.37
March Love offerings $ 0.00
March General Fund offerings $ 17,052.50 
Building Fund balance $ 37,777.58
Missions Fund balance $ 7,399.27
General Fund balance $ 35,529.63

WeDnesDay eveninG
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

scheDule oF services

normal sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

april

06 – Vicki Johnson & Sharon Bagley
13 – Bob & Faye Williams
20 – Kristy Hines & Jenny Lovassy 
27 – Kevin & Sara Smith

may

04 – Lori & Joshua Hewlett
11 – Tanya & Jon Amis
18 – Mary Alice & David Olive
25 – Nellie & Hannah McFadden 



Lot got too friendly with the world. You remember how 
he pitched his tent toward Sodom, and then before long 
he moved into Sodom (Gen. 13). It wasn’t long after that 
Sodom moved into Lot and he eventually lost everything, 
including his testimony and his own family.
Many think in our day and age that a Christian must be 
indistinguishable from the world in order to minister to the 
people of the world. But God never wants us to join the 
world in its sin. Wiersbe says, “It is not necessary for the 
Christian to get involved with the world to have a ministry 
to the world. Jesus was ‘unspotted’ (1 Peter 1:19), and yet 
He was the friend of publicans and sinners. The best way 
to minister to the needs of the world is to be pure from 
the defilement of the world.”
Donald Grey Barnhouse told a story about boys whistling 
out of tune in London. He said that years ago musicians 
noted that errand boys in a certain part of London all 
whistled out of tune as they went about their work. It 
was talked about and someone suggested that it was 
because the bells of Westminster were slightly out of 
tune. Something had gone wrong with the chimes and 
they were discordant. The boys didn’t know there was 
anything wrong with the peals, and quite unconsciously 
they had copied their pitch. 
Barnhouse said that we tend to copy the people with 
whom we associate; we borrow thoughts from the books 
we read and the programs to which we listen, almost 
without knowing it. God has given us His Word which 
is the absolute pitch of life and living. If we learn to sing 
by it, we shall easily detect the false in all of the music 
of the world.
Let’s remember that true religion incorporates helping the 
helpless and avoiding worldliness. Douglas Moo says, 
“We would badly misunderstand these verses [1:21-27] 
were we to think that James is intending to summarize 
here all that true worship of God should involve… 
Specific and concrete actions are needed to demonstrate 
the reality of one’s claim to ‘have religion.’ The matters 
that James mentions in these verses were undoubtedly 
problems among the Christians to whom he is writing. 
But they are also frequently mentioned in Scripture as 
key components of a biblical lifestyle.”
The main message of James is that a person’s religion 
must consist of more than superficial acts or ritual. It is 
not enough to hear the word, we must do it (1:22-25). It 
is not sufficient to engage in formal religious activity, we 
must also put spiritual truth into practice! And that can be 
seen in a life marked by love for others and in a life that 
is holy before God. Is our religion true religion?

pure anD unDeFileD reliGion
The Bible says, “Pure 
and undefiled religion 
before God and the 
Father is this: to visit 
orphans and widows 
in their trouble, and to 
keep oneself unspotted 
f r o m  t h e  w o r l d ” 
(James 1:27). True 
obedience to God’s 
word involves helping 

the helpless and avoiding worldliness.
The first mark of true religion involves helping the helpless 
or caring for the needy. Orphans and widows are mentioned 
in particular. Looking after them was a requirement that 
God placed on the Israelites (Deut. 14:28-29). The New 
Testament is not silent on the issue either (Acts 6:1; 
1 Tim. 5:16). 
James does not intend to limit compassion to only widows 
and orphans; but they are the ones who most desperately 
need it. Unwanted children were often abandoned, left to 
die in those days. The state didn’t care for them and there 
were no orphanages. And a widow was doomed to poverty 
if she had no children to help her.
Psalm 68:5 describes God as “a father of the fatherless, a 
defender of widows.” Those who help orphans and widows 
imitate God. If you want to get on God’s wrong side then 
afflict the helpless (Ex. 22:21-22). If there is a widow in 
need or an orphan in need, those whose religion is true will 
help them. Such a religion is “pure and undefiled.”
The second mark of true religion is avoiding worldliness. 
James speaks of keeping ourselves “unspotted from the 
world.” The believer is to be spotless; there is to be no 
moral pollution in his life, no stains.

When James speaks of  “the world,” he means the lifestyle 
of those who are ungodly. The world is the system of evil 
that pervades every sphere of human existence and is set 
in opposition to God and to righteousness. God intends for 
us to be separated from the world. We live in the world but 
we are not to be of the world. We are to distance ourselves 
from the way of the world. The controlling influence upon 
our lives is to be God and his word, not the world and its 
ways.

Later in his letter, James warns his readers about the 
“friendship of the world” (4:4). Friendship can lead to love 
and John tells us, “Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world…” (1 John 2:15–17). Paul said, “Be 
not conformed to the world” (Rom. 12:1–2).



Puritan Gems 
Why meDitate?

William BriDGe

WeB sites Question #99 – What is prayer? 

ansWer – Prayer is an offering up 
of our desires unto God, for things 
agreeable to his will, in the name of 
Christ, with confession of our sins, 
and thankful acknowledgment of 
his mercies. 

scripture – Psalm 62:8; 10:17; 
1 John 5:14; Matthew 26:39; 
John 6:38; John 16:23; Daniel 9:4; Philippians 4:6

comment – “The things which we may pray for, are not 
all things which are agreeable unto his secret will; for 
thus all things which come to pass, even the worst of sins 
which are committed, are agreeable unto God’s secret 
counsel and eternal determination; but all things which 
are agreeable unto God’s revealed will in his Word, we 
may pray for; such as the pardon of our sins, the supplies 
of .his grace, spiritual life and strength here, eternal life 
and glory hereafter, deliverance from spiritual and eternal 
evils; also whatever temporal good things we stand in 
need of’ and all those things which either expressly or 
inclusively he hath promised in his covenant unto us” 
(Thomas Vincent).

illustration – A poor old man, when a child of three 
years of age, had been taught by his mother to repeat a 
prayer every night, which he did until he was seventy-
three years old; and not a little proud was he to say, that 
he had not omitted saying his prayers every night for 
seventy years! At this advanced age it pleased God to 
afflict him severely; he was led by the Holy Spirit to 
see that he was a poor sinner who had been living in a 
form of godliness, but had never felt its power. He was 
enabled to spend the last few years of his life in humble 
dependence on the grace of Christ; and when he referred 
to himself, he would often add, ‘I am the old man who 
said his prayers for seventy years, and yet all that time 
never prayed at all.’

april 18-20 – Spring Bible Conference 
with Kevin Landis, pastor of The Bible 
Chapel of Delhi Hills, Cincinnati, Ohio.
april 19 – The Ladies of Grace will 
be meeting at 10:30 AM. Hopefully, 
Jackie Landis, wife of our Spring Bible 
Conference preacher, will be speaking.

may 4 – The ordinance of the Lord’s Supper will be 
held in the afternoon service.
may 11 – Gary Long, pastor of the Sovereign Grace 
Baptist Church, Springfield, Missouri, will be 
preaching.
may 12-15 – National FIRE Conference at the Mount 
Hermon Christian Center, Santa Cruz, California. 
June 15 – David Steere, pastor of the Baptist Chapel in 
Fressingfield, England, will be preaching.
July 13 – Bill and Jennifer Hale, missionaries to 
Cambodia, will be with us for the day.
July 21-25 – Sovereign Grace Youth Camp, Conway, 
Missouri.

“Meditation will keep your hearts and souls from sin-
ful thought. When the vessel is full, you can put in no 
more…if the heart be full of sinful thoughts, there is no 
room for holy and heavenly thoughts; if the heart be full 
of holy and heavenly thoughts by meditation, there is no 
room for evil and sinful thoughts.”

BiBlical traininG –
  www.biblicaltraining.org/
christian hymns – 
 www.christianhymns.org.uk/
WorlD maGazine online –
  www.worldmag.com/
auDio BiBle – 
 www.audio-bible.com/
reFlections oF the times –
  http://carlarolfe.blogspot.com/

sunDay school series

aDult class

april 27 – may 25
corrective Discipline in the church

By Dr. Jay aDams (DvD)



What Brings Satan Pleasure?
When the Applause of Hell Becomes the Blind Delight of Evangelism

By Steve Camp

(Continued from March issue)

17. When the foundation of faith 
is no longer the Scriptures, but 
my personal experience.

18. When error is tolerated and 
accepted as truth.

19. When Christians partner 
with nonbelievers in the work 
of the ministry.

20. When ministries are enticed 
to give up their autonomy and 
become owned by the world for 
just a little more money and a 
little more personal promotion.

21. When the worship and glory 
of God is treated as entertain-
ment.

22. When the church bows the 
knee to the seminaries and sur-
renders her duty to train men 
for pastoral ministry; think-
ing that the academic schools 
of religious learning actually 
can make a pastor when all 
they can do is make students. 
 
23. When men personally profit 
from the sale of God’s Word.

24. When repentance from sin, 
justification by faith, the law, 
the active and passive obedience 
of Christ, penal substitutionary 
atonement, are no longer consid-
ered part of the gospel.

25. When salvation is no longer 
proclaimed as being by grace 

alone, through faith alone, because 
of Christ alone, on the Word alone, 
to the glory of God alone.

26. When partnering with Roman-
ism, Mormonism, Jehovah Witness-
es, Church of Christ (Bostonian), 
Seventh Day Adventists, Islamic 
moralists, Atheists, Agnostics, etc., 
by divorcing the centrality of the 
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 
from their burden for social change, 
and therefore, indirectly legitimize 
them as being “morally sound and 
culturally chaste” by naive evan-
gelical leaders who have forgotten 
their heritage, sold their spiritual 
birthright, and have abandoned 
sound doctrine for the sole purpose 
of establishing politically-cor-
rect alliances in order to try and 
turn back the tide of moral decay 
through cultural co-belligerence. 
 
27. When the offense of the cross 
is removed for cultural acceptance, 
media accessibility and endorse-
ment.

28. When the gospel is con-
textualized rather than being 
contended for, proclaimed and 
heralded.

29. When the sacred desk is no 
longer used for biblical exposi-
tion, but for comedic stand up 
by ribald raconteurs who delight 
in smutty humor, foul language, 
graphic sensuality, and using the 
Lord’s name as a punchline for 
their jokes.

30. When the Word of God is not 
clearly taught, explained, exeget-
ed, exposited, or preached from 
the pulpits of every true gospel 
church around the world. 

31. When picketing sinners is 
more acceptable than loving 
sinners.

32. When “God is my girlfriend” 
songs are considered expressions 
of biblical worship; and the use 
of secular music defines our 
praise.

33. When the denial of the One 
Triune God of the Bible in three 
persons - Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit - coequal, coeternal and 
coexisting from all eternity is 
considered orthodox teaching.

34. And when the certainty of 
hell, eternal judgment, divine 
wrath, and everlasting perdition 
is considered myth.

http://stevenjcamp.blogspot.
com/


