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“Preaching the free grace of God which brings 
a change of lifestyles, masters, and destinies.”
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nursery scheDule

Financial summary as 
oF January 1, 2007

Budgeted expenditures (ytd)  $ 95,328.95
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd)  $ 97,516.19
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd)  $ 53,174.04
General Fund offerings (ytd)  $ 135,553.17
Building Fund offerings (ytd)  $ 0.00
Love offerings (ytd) $ 4,143.99
Total offerings (ytd) $ 139,697.16
December General Fund offerings $ 17,982.00
December Building Fund offerings $ 0.00

Total Building Fund expenditures  $ 96,257.43
Total Building Fund balance $ 18,065.15
Missions Fund balance $ 13,648.78

Hurricane Relief Fund expenditures  $ 13,820.00
Hurricane Relief Fund balance $ 0.00

WeDnesDay eveninG
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 7:00 PM

scheDule oF services

normal sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM
(No Evening Service)

January
07 – Linda Olive & Sonja Williams
14 – Kristy Hines & Jenny Lovassy
21 – David & Mary Alice Olive
28 – Jon & Tanya Amis

FeBruary
04 – Nellie & Hannah McFadden
11 – Troy & Jessica Moseley
18 – Bob & Faye Williams
25 – Vicki Johnson & Sharon Bagley

Taught by
 Dr. Samuel E. Waldron

(distance learning)
Professor of Theology at
The Midwest Center for 

Theological Studies
Owensboro, Kentucky

 

Classes meet on Mondays at 7 p.m. The cost for 
auditing the class is $50.00, or $200.00 if taken for 
credit. Enroll now and study theology in the context 
of the local church.

Grace Baptist theoloGical school
the Doctrine of the church

January 22 – may 21

“We should serve in the newness 
of the Spirit and not in the old-
ness of the letter” (Romans 7:6).



In God’s design to 
save sinners, he has a 
purpose for law and 

grace. The law of God 
is designed to make us 
cry, “God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner!” And 
the grace of God makes 
the prayer effective, 
for it was grace that 
produced the provision 

for salvation in the death of Jesus Christ.

Before the gospel makes any sense to us, we must recognize 
our sin. It is the role of the law to produce the knowledge 
and conviction of sin in us in order that we might be 
prepared for the appreciation and reception of the work of 
Christ. Historically, the law functioned as a schoolmaster 
to lead men to Christ (Gal. 3:24). It still has that same 
purpose today.

John Bunyan, in The Pilgrim’s Progress, explains this 
process well.

“Then the Interpreter took Christian by the hand and led 
him into a very large parlor that was full of dust, because 
never swept, in which after he had reviewed it a little while, 
the Interpreter called for a man to sweep. Now, when he 
began to sweep, the dust began so abundantly to fly about, 
that Christian had almost therewith been choked. Then 
said the Interpreter to a damsel that stood by, ‘Bring hither 
water, and sprinkle the room,’ the which when she had 
done, it was swept and cleansed with pleasure. 

Then said Christian, ‘What means this?’ 

The Interpreter answered, ‘This parlor is the heart of a man 
that was never sanctified by the sweet grace of the gospel. 
The dust is his original sin and inward corruptions that have 
defiled the whole man. He that began to sweep at first, is 
the Law; but she that brought the water and did sprinkle 
it, is the gospel. Now, whereas you saw that as soon as the 
first began to sweep, the dust did so fly about, that the room 
could not by him be cleansed, but that you were almost 
choked therewith, this is to show you, that the Law, instead 
of cleansing the heart (by its working) from sin, does revive 
(Romans 7:9), put strength into (1 Corinthians 15:56), 
and increase it in the soul (Romans 5:20), even as it does 
discover and forbid it, for that does not give power to 
subdue.

Again, as you saw the damsel sprinkle the room with water, 
upon which it was cleansed with pleasure, this is to show 

you, that when the gospel comes in the sweet and precious 
influences thereof to the heart, then, I say, even as you saw 
the damsel lay the dust by sprinkling the floor with water, 
so is sin vanquished and subdued, and the soul made clean, 
through the faith of it, and consequently fit for the King 
of glory to inhabit.”

Bunyan merely illustrated how the law prepares sinners 
for the gospel. The law does not save; rather it declares us 
sinners. The law leads us to Christ by making us conscious 
of sin. Salvation is a gift obtained by faith, not by the works 
of the law. Salvation is dependent on Christ, whose death 
redeems us from the condemnation of the law (Gal. 3:13). 
The work of the law in convicting of sin is an essential 
prerequisite in preparing sinners for the gospel.

Paul wrote in Romans 5:20-21, “Moreover the law entered 
that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, 
grace abounded much more, so that as sin reigned in 
death, even so grace might reign through righteousness 
to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” What does 
the law do? It makes sin abound. What does grace do? It 
reigns in righteousness through eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

The great purpose of the law is to show sin as utterly sinful. 
That is why we thank God for the law. The law becomes 
our friend when it condemns us because without it, there 
would be no conviction that we are sinners and in need of 
a Savior. The law brings out the character of sin. It reveals 
sin in all its hideousness and ugliness!

But the solution to our plight is grace. The solution to 
abounding sin is abounding grace. God’s grace is more that 
sufficient to overcome the power of sin as revealed by the 
law. O what a blessed thing grace is! “Nothing can stand in 
the way of God’s grace. It is absolutely sovereign” (John 
Phillips). “Grace outdoes sin, for it lifts us higher than the 
place from which we fell” (Spurgeon).

Sinners need a law work in their hearts; a work that 
drives them away from all self-righteous attempts to save 
themselves and which causes them to run to Christ for 
grace! The problem with so many is that they do not feel 
the weight of sin. As long as we think we are good people 
(like the rich young ruler), we will never realize we are lost 
and in need of a Savior. “Oh, that you knew your need of 
forgiveness! For then you would see yourselves to be in 
such a condition that only the free, rich, sovereign grace 
of God can save you” (Spurgeon).

Thank God for the law and for his marvelous grace!

laW anD Grace



Puritan Gems 

Don’t All Men Desire HeAven?

WeB sites

a look-aheaD

January 22 – Theology classes resume 
with instruction by Dr. Samuel Waldron 
on the Doctrine of the Church. The class 
meets on Mondays at 7:00 p.m.

January 27 – Jennifer Drake, daughter 
of Steven and Leah, will be married at 
the Southside Baptist Church, Decatur, 
Alabama, 2:00 p.m.

February 4 – The Annual Church Business Meeting will be 
held in the afternoon at 1:15 p.m.

March 15 – We are hosting the Sovereign Grace Pastor’s 
Fellowship meeting. Services begin at 10:30 a.m. with lunch 
at 12:30 p.m.

March 18 – Sunday Night Get-Together resumes with a 
DVD on the life of the translator of Scripture, William 
Tyndale.

April 20-22 – Spring Bible Conference with John Crotts, 
pastor of Faith Bible Church, Sharpsburg, Georgia.

Modern Reformation - 
      http://www.modernreformation.org/
Baptist History Celebration - 
      http://www.baptisthistorycelebration.org
Vincent Voice Library - 
      http://vvl.lib.msu.edu/index.cfm
Helm’s Deep -
      http://paulhelmsdeep.blogspot.com/
Phil Johnson’s Bookmarks (revised) -
      http://www.spurgeon.org/~phil//bookmark.htm

“There is a great deal of difference between the desires of 
heaven in a sanctified man and an unsanctified. The believer 
prizeth it above earth, and had rather be with God than 
here… But to the ungodly, there is nothing seemeth more 
desirable than this world; and therefore he only chooseth 
heaven before hell, but not before earth; and therefore shall 
not have it upon such a choice.”

richarD Baxter

Question #83 – “Are all transgres-
sions of the law equally heinous?” 
Answer – “Some sins in them-
selves, and by reason of several 
aggravations, are more heinous in 
the sight of God than others.
Scripture – Ezekiel 8:6, 13-15; 
1 John 5:16; Psalm 19:13; 78:17, 
32, 56.
Commentary – “The sin against 
the Holy Ghost is the most heinous 
of all other sins, and shall never be forgiven by him. ‘All 
manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men; 
but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be 
forgiven unto men’ (Matt. 12:31)… The Spirit of God in 
scripture aggravates and estimates sin, from the degree of 
light and knowledge men sin against. ‘And that servant 
which knew his Lord’s will, and prepared not himself, 
neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes’ (Luke 12:47). ‘If I had not come, and spoken unto 
them, they had not had sin: But now they have no cloak for 
their sin’ (John 15:22)” (John Flavel).
Illustration – “A sin acted in the temple was greater than 
if the same had been by a Jew committed in his private 
dwelling, because the temple was a consecrated place. The 
saint is a consecrated person, and by acts of unrighteousness 
he profanes God’s temple; the sin of another is theft, because 
he robs God of the glory due to Him; but the sin of a saint 
is sacrilege, because he robs God of that which is devoted 
to Him in an especial manner” (William Gurnall).

sunDay school class scheDule

Adults and Youth will be meeting together for 
the month of January. Lessons will be taught 
by Fred Smith, who will be teaching “How to 
Survive Your Pastor’s Sermons,” and Mike 
McFadden, who will be teaching, “Why 
Do Bad Things Happen to Good People?” 
Beginning in February, Bob Marsh will teach a course 
of lessons for the adults intitled, “The Doctrines Grace 
in the Gospel of John,” and Peter Lovassy will teach the 
youth a course of lessons through the book of Proverbs.

WeDDinG invitation

The congregation is invited to the wedding of Jennifer Drake 
and Benjamin Holland, at 2:00 PM on Saturday, January 27th.  
The service will be held at Decatur’s Southside Baptist Church 
and will be followed by a reception in the church fellowship 
hall.



It seems that I’m always in a hurry. 
Even when I’m kicking back on 
the couch to read a book, too 

often I find myself rushing through 
the pages. It’s not that I do not enjoy 
reading - it just seems that I am always 
in a hurry to do whatever is next on my 
list of things to do. And I always have 
more things to do. When I read, I’m 
hurrying through the words so I can 
fix a snack and satisfy the growling 
of my hungry stomach. When I begin 
to make a snack I hurry through it 
quickly so I can get to the emails that 
have accumulated in my inbox. And so 
on. I guess this is part of living in this 
North American society - we’re always 
hurrying to do something, even if that 
something is nothing.
I even find myself hurrying when I 
read the Bible. I hurry to read the Bible 
so I can get started with praying. After 
praying I can move on to reading the 
next book on my reading list. The 
problem is, when I hurry I miss things. 
If I read the Bible quickly, I always 
end up missing some important words 
and with them some important truths. 
I never miss the big and important 
ones - I can spot a “justification” or a 
“imputed” a mile away. It is the small 
ones I miss. The “ifs” and the “buts” 
tend to escape my notice. It’s amaz-
ing, though, how the Bible changes 
when I take the time to soak in each 
of those little words. Ultimately, they 
may often be more important than the 
big words that surround them.
Consider Luke 22 verses 31 and 32. 
“And the Lord said, ‘Simon, Simon! 
Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that 
he may sift you as wheat. But I have 
prayed for you, that your faith should 
not fail; and when you have returned 
to Me, strengthen your brethren.’” 
When I hurry I miss the little words 
like “when.” That one little word in 
the context of this verse speaks to such 
an amazing truth. Satan asked if he 

could sift Simon like wheat. While we do 
not know exactly what that entails, cer-
tainly it shows that the devil was going 
to launch an especially vicious attack on 
Simon. Jesus, having prayed for Simon, 
did not say “if you return.” Rather, He 
spoke confidently, saying that when Peter 
persevered, he would be able to strength-
en others. When we look at this verse in 
relation to other Scripture passages, we 
can see an affirmation of the principles of 
eternal security - that Satan, while he may 
attack us, can never separate us forever 
from the Lord. If I miss that little word 
when, I miss a great truth.

Another example of a little word with 
great meaning is in Ephesians 2 which 
speaks of salvation being by grace 
through faith alone in Christ.
“And you He made alive, who were dead 
in trespasses and sins, in which you once 
walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit who now works 
in the sons of disobedience, among whom 
also we all once conducted ourselves in 
the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind, and were 
by nature children of wrath, just as the 
others. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, because 
of His great love with which He loved us, 
even when we were dead in trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ (by 
grace you have been saved), and raised 
us up together, and made us sit together 
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that 
in the ages to come He might show the 

exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For 
by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it 
is the gift of God, not of works, lest 
anyone should boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in 
them. “
The first part of this passage discusses 
the natural human condition. Humans 
are dead in trespasses and sins. We 
walk according to the ways of Satan 
rather than God. We love to fulfill our 
own desires rather than God’s and we 
were children of wrath. But. But God. 
That one little word. This is how you 
were. But God. We then read how God, 
because of His great love, gave us life, 
saving us from our natural condition. 
Once again, so much hangs on just one 
tiny little word “but.” That word ties 
the whole argument together, bringing 
us from sure condemnation to sure sal-
vation. Only a brief study of the Bible 
is needed to show the importance of 
these little words.
I have learned that I need to slow 
down when I read, lest I continue to 
miss such great truths. When I slow 
down, read carefully and take time to 
meditate on the words of Scripture, 
I will be enriched by each and every 
word the Bible contains. I remember 
some of the letters my wife wrote me, 
so many years ago when we were 
young kids falling in love, and how I 
would read and re-read them, soaking 
in each word and each sentence. That 
is the type of devotion I need to show 
the Bible - to read each word, each 
“jot and tittle” - to ensure that I do not 
inadvertently miss out on any of the 
wonders of God. Those “ands,” “ifs” 
and “buts” speak as loudly as the big-
ger words that surround them.
http://www.challies.com/

to reaD each WorD
tim challies

The problem is, when I hurry I miss 
things. If I read the Bible quickly, 
I always end up missing some im-
portant words and with them some 
important truths.


