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“Preaching the free grace of God which brings 
a change of lifestyles, masters, and destinies.”
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“Serve the LORD with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling.” 
  Psalm 2:11

nursery scheDule

Financial summary as 
oF novemBer 1, 2006

Budgeted expenditures (ytd)  $ 73,527.31
Actual on-budget expenditures (ytd)  $ 82,841.93
Actual off-budget expenditures (ytd)  $ 49,099.04
General Fund offerings (ytd)  $ 94,663.52
Building Fund offerings (ytd)  $ 0.00
Love offerings (ytd) $ 3,463.99
Total offerings (ytd) $ 110,110.26
October General Fund offerings $ 11,967.74
October Building Fund offerings $ 0.00

Total Building Fund expenditures  $ 96,257.43
Total Building Fund balance $ 13,812.40
Missions Fund balance $ 15,061.40

Hurricane Relief Fund expenditures  $ 13,820.00
Hurricane Relief Fund balance $ 0.00

WeDnesDay eveninG
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 

 7:00 PM

scheDule oF services

normal sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

First sunDay services
Morning Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Dinner at the Church 12:00 Noon
Afternoon Service 1:30 PM

(No Evening Service)

novemBer

05 – Linda Olive & Sonya Williams
12 – Kristy Hines & Jenny Lovassy
19 – David & Mary Alice Olive
26 – Jon & Tanya Amis 

DecemBer

03 – Nellie & Hannah McFadden
10 – Troy & Jessica Moseley
17 – Bob & Faye Williams
24 – Vicki Johnson & Sharon Bagley
31 – Ralph & Amber Solan

1. A Thanksgiving Story: Set aside a few moments 
on Thanksgiving Day to sit down and read a 
Thanksgiving story. You can read it alone or together 
with your family.
2. A Thanksgiving Poem: Take on the family project 
of writing a Thanksgiving poem together. 
3. A Thanksgiving Bible Verse: Ask each family 
member to read a favorite Bible verse before the Thanksgiving 
meal.
4. A Thanksgiving Memory: During Thanksgiving dinner, ask each 
family member to share a favorite Thanksgiving memory.
5 .A Thanksgiving Blessing: Invite a widow, single person or someone 
who is lonely to share in your family Thanksgiving meal.
6. A Thanksgiving Day Play: Put on your own Thanksgiving Day 
“pilgrim play” with family, friends and neighbors.
7. A Thanksgiving Offering: Prepare a Thanksgiving offering to give 
to a needy family or one of your favorite charities.

8. A Thanksgiving Adoption: Adopt a family at Thanksgiving by pro-
viding   their Thanksgiving meal groceries in advance. 

Creative Ways to Give thanks 
on thanksGivinG Day



The most impor-
tant command 
Chr i s t  made 

after his resurrection 
is what we call the 
Great Commission. 
This command was 
the final order that our 
Lord and Savior gave 
to his church before his 

ascension. Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen” 
(Matthew 28:19-20).

CHS tells the story of an army chaplain in India who 
once said to the Duke of Wellington, “Do you think that 
it is of any use our taking the gospel to the hill tribes in 
India? Will they ever receive it?” The Duke replied with 
a simple question, “What are your marching orders?” 
(MT, vol. 39, p. 602).

Our marching orders are to evangelize the world! But 
what right do we have to confront people with the mes-
sage of repentance from sin and faith in Jesus Christ? 
What right do we have to call people out of their heathen 
and pagan ways to worship and serve the true God? 

Before Jesus commanded his disciples to take up the task 
of worldwide evangelization, he laid down the founda-
tion that gives us the right to engage in so great a task. 
He said to his disciples, “All authority has been given 
to me in heaven and on earth” (Matt. 28:18). This is the 
preface to the commission and it is the foundation on 
which it rests.

What the Lord Jesus has called us to do meets with many 
objections from the inhabitants of earth, but his author-
ity is over all. Many regard what we do as an intrusion. 
They do not want anyone to confront them or anyone else 
with the claims of Christ. Some of them demand to know 
what legitimate right we have to disturb them with the 
message of judgment and grace, heaven and hell. What 
do we tell them? We tell them we are only doing what 
our Lord commissioned us to do and that he has authority 
over them as well as us!

The right for us to evangelize comes from the One who 
has been given all authority in heaven and earth. Jesus 
Christ has supreme authority throughout the universe. 
Therefore, what he commands, we are to perform. Jesus 
said in his high priestly prayer that the Father had “given 
him authority over all flesh” (John 17:2).

This authority has been given to him. By virtue of who he 
is and what he has done this authority has been granted 
to him. He had refused the devil’s vain offer of all the 
kingdoms of the world (4:8-10) but now receives uni-
versal authority from the Father! He did not usurp this 
authority, it was given to him. And with this authority he 
sends us as ambassadors to beseech all men everywhere 
to be reconciled to God.

The word “authority” means “freedom of choice, right 
to act, decide” (BAGD). The KJV translates it “power,” 
but this particular word conveys more the right to act 
than the power to execute. The two words “authority” 
and “power” often are found together (see Luke 4:36: 
9:1; 10:19; 20:20). Christ has both power and authority 
(might and right), but what is being emphasized here is 
his authority.

The authority of Christ in his earthly life had been great 
(see Matt. 7:29; 11:27; 21:23f.). Now, however, it is un-
limited and includes heaven and earth. The designation 
“heaven and earth” means “the fullest possible author-
ity” (Morris). A.T. Robertson says, “It is the sublimist 
of all spectacles to see the Risen Christ without money 
or army or state charging this band of five hundred men 
and women with world conquest and bringing them to 
believe it possible and to undertake it with serious pas-
sion and power.”

We must be serious about carrying out our marching 
orders for the one who commands us has all authority in 
heaven and earth. We must continually pray that God will 
keep a fire burning in our hearts for missions for Christ 
has charged us to preach the gospel to every creature.

In a diary entry, Jim Elliot, the missionary martyred by 
the Auca Indians wrote, “God, I pray Thee, light these 
idle sticks of my life, that I may burn for Thee. Consume 
my life, my God, for it is Thine. I seek not a long life, 
but a full one, like You, Lord Jesus.” May this be our 
constant prayer.

the FounDation oF the Great commission



Sunday-Night Get-Together
Puritan Gems 

sin painteD With virtue’s colors

WeB sites

ansWers in Genesis rally
Ken Ham, of Answers in Genesis, will be speaking at First 
Baptist Church, Gardendale, AL, Monday, Nov. 13, at 2:30 PM.   
His subject is, “Genesis, Authority of Scripture and the Culture 
War.” First Baptist Church is located at 940 Main Street. For 
more information call John Killian, 205-786-5359.

Berean Beacon -  
 http://www.bereanbeacon.org/
The Works of Jonathan Edwards -  
 http://edwards.yale.edu/archive/
Just for Catholics -  
 http://www.justforcatholics.org/
The John Newton Project -  
 http://www.johnnewton.org/
Calvin’s Commentaries Online -  
 http://ccel.org/ccel/calvin/calcom.html

novemBer 19
c.h. spurGeon toniGht

This program features Dr. Craig Skinner and 
his acclaimed one-man show 
based on Spurgeon. It includes 
a documentary introduction to 
Spurgeon’s life and ministry and 
Dr. Skinner’s dramatic portrayals 
of Spurgeon the man and minister. 
The DVD presentation is 56 
minutes long. It will be shown 
after the evening service and light 
refreshments will be provided. 

“Consider that sin is never a whit the less filthy, vile, 
and abominable—by its being colored and painted with 
virtue’s colors. A poisonous pill is never a whit the less 
poisonous because it is gilded over with gold; nor a 
wolf is never a whit the less a wolf because he has put 
on a sheep’s skin; nor the devil is never a whit the less 
a devil because he appears sometimes like an angel 
of light. So neither is sin any whit the less filthy and 
abominable by its being painted over with virtue’s colors” 
 (from Precious Remedies Against Satan’s Devices).

thomas Brooks (1608-1680)

Question #81 – “What is forbidden in 
the tenth commandment?”
ansWer – “The tenth commandment 
[‘You shall not covet’] forbids all 
discontentment with our own estate, 
envying or grieving at the good of our 
neighbor, and all inordinate motions and 
affections to anything that is his.”
scripture – 1 Kings 21:4; Esther 
5:13; 1 Cor. 10:10; Gal. 5:26; James 
3:14-16; Rom. 7:7-8; Romans 13:9; 
Deut. 5:21; Col. 3:5.
commentary – “Discontentment with our own estate doth arise: 
1) From our not believing or not trusting the providence of 
God, who orders every particular circumstance of our estate and 
condition, and hath promised to order it for the best… 2) From 
pride and overvaluing ourselves, as if we had some desert of our 
own… 3) From a carnal heart, filled with inordinate self-love… 
4) From inordinate affections [for]… outward things…” (Thomas 
Vincent).
illustration – A countryman presented Louis XI of France with 
a turnip of unusual size. The king, delighted with the simplicity 
of the man, commanded him to be presented with a thousand 
crowns; and the turnip (wrapped up in silk) to be reserved among 
his treasures. A covetous courtier observing this, in hopes of a 
greater sum, bought a very handsome horse, and made a present 
of him to the king, who cheerfully accepted the gift, and gave 
orders that the turnip should be presented to him, telling him it 
cost a thousand crowns.

God Knows What He’s About
When God Wants to drill a man, 

and thrill a man, and skill a man, 
When God Wants to mold a man 

to play the noblest part; 
When he yearns With all his heart 
to create so Great and bold a man 

that all the World miGht be amazed, 
Watch his methods; Watch his Ways.

hoW he ruthlessly perfects 
Whom he royally elects! 

hoW he hammers him and hurts him 
and With miGhty bloWs converts him  

into trial shapes of clay 
that only God understands, 

While his tortured heart is cryinG, 
and he lifts beseechinG hands! 
hoW he bends but never breaks 
When his Good he undertakes. 
hoW he uses Whom he chooses, 

and With every purpose fuses him; 
by every act induces him 

to try his splendor out— 
God knoWs What he’s about!

Author unknown



The original thanksgiving celebra-
tion was held by the Pilgrim 
settlers in Massachusetts, during 

their second winter in America in De-
cember, 1621. The first winter had killed 
44 of the original 102 colonists. At one 
point their daily food ration was down 
to five kernels of corn apiece, but then 
an unexpected trading vessel arrived, 
swapping them beaver pelts for corn, 
providing for their severe need. The 
next summer’s crop brought hope and 
Governor William Bradford decreed that 
December 13, 1621 be set aside as a day 
of feasting and prayer to show the grati-
tude of the colonists that they were still 
alive. These Pilgrims, seeking religious 
freedom and opportunity in America, 
gave thanks to God for His provision 
for them in helping them find 20 acres 
of cleared land, for the fact that there 
were no hostile Indians in that area, for 
their newfound religious freedom, and 
for God’s provision of an interpreter to 
the Indians in Squanto. 

Along with the feasting and games in-
volving the colonists and more than 80 
friendly Indians (who added to the feast 
by bringing wild turkeys and venison), 
prayers, sermons, and songs of praise 
were important in the celebration. Three 
days were spent in feasting and prayer. 

From that time forward, Thanksgiving 
has been celebrated as a day to give 
thanks to God for His gracious and suffi-
cient provision. President Abraham Lin-
coln officially set aside the last Thursday 
of November, in 1863, “as a day of 
thanksgiving and praise to our benefi-
cent Father.” In 1941, Congress ruled 
that after 1941, the fourth Thursday of 
November be observed as Thanksgiving 
Day and be a legal holiday. 

Scripturally, you find things related to 
the issue of thanksgiving nearly from 
cover to cover. You find individuals 
offering up sacrifices out of gratitude 
in the Book of Genesis. You find the 
Israelites singing a song of thanksgiving 
as they were delivered from Pharaoh’s 
army after the crossing of the Red Sea 

(Exodus 15). Later, the Mosaic Law set 
aside three times each year when the Is-
raelites were to gather together. All three 
of these times Unleavened Bread (also 
called the Feast of the Passover) (Exodus 
12:15-20), Harvest or Pentecost (Leviticus 
23:15-21), and the Feast of Ingathering or 
Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:33-36) involved 
remembering God’s provision and grace. 
Harvest and Tabernacles took place specifi-
cally in relation to God’s provision in the 
harvest of various fruit trees and crops. The 
Book of Psalms is packed full of songs of 
thanksgiving, both for God’s grace to the 
Israelite people as a whole through His 
mighty deeds, as well as for His individual 
graces to each of us.

 In the New Testament there are re-
peated admonitions to giving thanks to 
God. Thanksgiving is to always be apart 
of our prayers. Some of the most remem-
bered passages on the giving of thanks are 
the following: 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in 
everything give thanks; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thes-
salonians 5:16-18).

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication, with thanks-
giving, let your requests be made known 
to God.” (Philippians 4:6).

“Therefore I exhort first of all that sup-
plications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks be made for all men,” (1 
Timothy 2:1). 

It is also interesting to note that one of the 
charges brought against mankind univer-
sally is that although we have an innate 
knowledge of God and of His provisions 
to us, we are unthankful (Romans 1:18-
21). This is brought out in one pastor’s at-
tempt in trying to illustrate the importance 

Of all of God’s gifts, the 
greatest one He has given 
is the gift of His Son, Jesus 
Christ. 

of sharing with those having less than 
we have. He had asked the children to 
come to the front and sit in the front 
pew on both sides of the church. Then 
he began to hand out a few M&M’s to 
the children on one side and none to the 
children on the other side. After doing 
so, he stood back and asked if they 
noticed anything wrong. One child, on 
the side having the candy, piped up, and 
indicating the child next to him, said, 
“Yeah, you gave him three and you only 
gave me two!” So, too often, instead of 
noticing all that we have been given 
and being thankful for it and sharing it 
with others, we focus on what we don’t 
have instead.

Of all of God’s gifts, the greatest one 
He has given is the gift of His Son, 
Jesus Christ. On the cross of Calvary, 
Jesus paid our sin debt, so a holy and 
just Judge could forgive us our sins 
and give us eternal life as a free gift. 
This gift is available to those who will 
call on Christ to save them from their 
sin in simple but sincere faith (John 
3:16; Romans 3:19-26; Romans 6:23: 
Romans 10:13; Ephesians 2:8-10). For 
this gift of His Son, meeting our greatest 
need, the Apostle Paul says, “Thanks be 
to God for His indescribable gift!” (2 
Corinthians 9:15). 

We, like the Pilgrims, have a choice, in 
life there will always be those things 
that we can complain about (the Pil-
grims had lost many loved ones), but 
there will also be much to be thankful 
for. As our society becomes increasingly 
secular, I am afraid that the actual “giv-
ing of thanks to God” during our annual 
Thanksgiving Holiday is being over-
looked, leaving only the feasting. May 
God grant that He may find us grateful 
every day for all of His gifts, spiritual 
and material. God is good and every 
good gift comes from Him (James 
1:17). For those who know Christ, God 
also works everything together for good, 
even events we would not necessarily 
consider good (Romans 8:28-30). May 
He find us to be His grateful children.

 The Focus oF chrisTians on Thanksgiving
Author Unknown


